TOWN OF BERLIN
Parks and Recreation Commission
230 Kensington Road « Berlin, CT 06037

Thursday, October 13, 2022
6:00 p.m.
MEETING
Board of Education Conference Room
238 Kensington Road, Berlin, CT 06037

Join Zoom meeting

https://berlinct-
gov.zoom.us/j/858695516467pwd=TWIlrUzdHTWF6U3JEWmJ2b10Q3KzFmdz09
Meeting ID: 858 6955 1646

Meeting Passcode: 648290

By Phone (tolls may apply): +1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

Meeting Agenda

1. Audience of Citizens

2. Approval of Minutes
a. September §, 2022

3. Consent Agenda
4. Fee Schedule Discussion
5. Pool Discussion

6. Parks and Recreation
a. Monthly Report

7. Parks & Grounds
a. Monthly Report
b. Discussion on Fields, Playgrounds Tours
c. State of CT Grant Update

8. Adjournment



TOWN OF BERLIN
Parks and Recreation Commission
230 Kensington Road * Berlin, CT 06037

Thursday, September 8, 2022
6:00 p.m.
SPECIAL MEETING
Board of Education Conference Room

ATTENDANCE:

Commissioners Present: Chairwoman- Donna Bovee, Don Dellaquila, Greg Starr, Andrew
Legnani, Tony Butrimas, Joe Pulcini via Zoom

Commissioners Absent: None

Staff Present:
Jen Ochoa, Director of Community, Recreation and Park Services
Debbie Dennis, Superintendent of Recreation

Chairwoman Bovee called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.

L

Audience of Citizens
No audience of citizens

. Approval of Minutes August 11, 2022

Commissioner Butrimas moved to approve the August 11, 2022 meeting minutes
Seconded by Commissioner Dellaquila

Those voting in favor: Chairwoman Bovee, Commissioner Dellaquila, Commissioner
Butrimas

Abstained: Commissioner Legnani

Vote being: 3-0-1

Consent Agenda item a

Commissioner Dellaguila moved to approve Consent Agenda item a

Seconded by Commissioner Butrimas

Those voting in favor: Chairwoman Bovee, Commissioner Dellaquila, Commissioner
Starr, Commissioner Legnani, Commissioner Pulcini, Commissioner Butrimas

Vote being: 6-0 (MOTION CARRIED)

Motion to add Consent Agenda item b

Commissioner Legnani moved to add Consent Agenda item b

Seconded by Commissioner Dellaguila

Those voting in favor: Chairwoman Bovee, Commissioner Dellaquila, Commissioner
Starr, Commissioner Legnani, Commissioner Pulcini, Commissioner Butrimas

Vote being: 6-0 (MOTION CARRIED)
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b. Request approval by Berlin Lions Club to sell luminaries for $10 for 1, or $20

for 3 at Sage Park at Berlin High School Home Football Games on October 21, 2022
and October 28th, 2022. All funds raised will be donated to local Veterans.

Motion to approve Consent Agenda item b

Commissioner Butrimas moved to approve Consent Agenda item b

Seconded by Commissioner Legnani

Those voting in favor: Chairwoman Bovee, Commissioner Dellaquila, Commissioner
Starr, Commissioner Legnani, Commissioner Pulcini, Commissioner Butrimas

Vote being: 6-0 (MOTION CARRIED)

4. Parks and Recreation

a. Monthly Report, Superintendent Dennis stated Allison Laroche has officially been

hired and started full-time on Friday, September 2, She is doing a great job adjusting
to the office and creating fall program flyers. Fall program registration is now
underway and most programs start mid-September. Current offerings are dog
obedience classes, virtual yoga, tiny time for toddlers, dance classes, and painting
with Peggy classes. Registration begins for youth basketball at the end of
September. Superintendent Dennis is working on special events for October, we are
having a “regular” Trunk or Treat this year, Saturday October 22nd. Superintendent
Dennis reports that Peggy Loehr, painter and art teacher and Parks & Recreation
employee will run a scarecrow workshop on Saturday, October 15th where people
can sign up for a small fee and we will provide some basic supplies, burlap sacks,
and straw/hay. She will assist people in building their scarecrow. Commissioner
Dellaquila asked about the Park and Recreation revenue and statistics paperwork
and Superintendent Dennis explained the details of the report. Chairwoman Bovee
asked if the revenue numbers were net income to town and Superintendent Dennis
stated in the past the revenue has been pretty close but it's different this year due to
hiring a new staff person. The pool attendance has been almost cut in half compared
to four years ago despite having an ideal summer.

5. Parks & Grounds

a. Monthly Report, Director of Community, Recreation and Park Services Jen Ochoa

reported for Superintendent Wood that the leash-free dog area is finished and being
used. Animal control does rounds once a day of the leash-free area as well as
Bicentennial to remind people it is not leash-free. The holes were filled at the cart
path at Pistol Creek and the drainage pipes capped. Commissioner Butrimas asked
about the horses on trails and excrement left behind. Director of Community,
Recreation and Park Services said that the town can't enforce them cleaning up the
excrement but some people return to clean it up or push it off the path. Chairwoman
Bovee noted that she saw many dog owners utilizing the new crosswalk.
Commissioner Butrimas reported that the Soccer Jamboree went off with no issues
but when he was with the health inspector prior to the event, the inspector noted that
the kitchen at the field should be upgraded.

. State of CT Grant Update, Director of Community, Recreation and Park Services

Jen Ochoa reported that the Biscoglio update is the same, they will meet with Eileen
at the High School to go over preliminary designs. Doug Solek provided an update
on the Scoreboard in the agenda package. Commissioner Dellaquila asked about the
Thanksgiving/Beginning of December delivery date and if that was always the date.
Director of Community, Recreation and Park Services Jen Ochoa mentioned that she
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is not sure but will ask Doug. Commissioner Dellaquila also commented that Doug's
update mentioned the Fiber sitework begins in September and he wanted to
emphasize that we cannot go without a scoreboard at any point during the season.
Director of Community, Recreation and Park Services Jen Ochoa said that her and
Superintendent Wood have stressed this point to Doug on more than once occasion.
Commissioner Butrimas asked why this work is always done in the busiest season at
Sage Park and Director of Community, Recreation and Park Services Jen Ochoa
answered that she doesn't know but it's how their schedule works for their project,
when they get funding, etc. and she will pass on the question. She will bring the
points back to Doug Solek and forward his response and any updates to the
commission before the next meeting.

Commissioner Butrimas asked about a field incident with jumping over the
fence at Zipadelli field and the grass that was damaged. Director of Community,
Recreation and Park Services Jen Ochoa stated that work was done to repair the
damage and the tarps have been removed until the High School Baseball season
resumes. The Commission would like to make a push again to have cameras, at
least at the locked fields and used what happened at McGee as an example. Director
of Community, Recreation and Park Services Jen Ochoa said that she would talk
with Superintendent Wood and initiate another meeting with the Town Manager,
Chief of Police and Deputy Chief to continue the conversation of installing cameras
at the Commission’s persistence. The Commission tried to publicise it in the Berlin
Citizen, but it was never published.

6. Adjournment
Commissioner Dellaquila moved to adjourn at 6:29 P.M.
Seconded by Commissioner Starr
Those voting in favor: Chairwoman Bovee, Commissioner Dellaquila, Commissioner
Starr, Commissioner Legnani, Commissioner Pulcini, Commissioner Butrimas
Vote being: 6-0 (MOTION PASSED)

Submitted by,

Tiffany Trowbridge-Bernard

Received on 9/16/2022
at 11:33:29 AM by Town Clerk
Kathryn J Wall
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Town of Berlin

Parks and Recreation Department
230 Kensington Road e Berlin, CT 06037
Office (860) 828-7056 o Fax (860) 828-1627
E-mail ddennis@berlinct.gov

Debra S. Dennis, CPRP
Superintendent of Recreation

Parks and Recreation monthly report for October

1. Fall programs are ongoing; we added a couple dance classes, an in-person yoga class, for
adults, the scarecrow workshop and painting classes.

2. Winter basketball registration started September 26. Registration is good with 97
registered as of Monday, October 10.

3. | have contacted basketball staff from last year, to see who is not returning to determine
number of new staff to hire. | am anticipating a few staff will need to be hired. | will post on
the Town website, Facebook page and announcements will be made at BHS. Bob Veronesi
will not return as the boys 3&4 coordinator, so | have begun advertising for that position.
Kaitlin Starr with be the boys 5-8 coordinator and Catherine Ortiz-Negron will be the girls
coordinator. | am also advertising for an instructor for our 2" grade instructional basketball
program. That program hasn’t been held the past few years because of COVID.

4. The Scarecrow Contest this year will have the scarecrows on display as you drive into the
Arthur B. Powers Municipal complex, starting October 14. People can vote for the Berlin’s
Best Scarecrow, starting October 18 through October 28. Voting slips will be available at
Town Hall, Berlin Peck Memorial Library, the Berlin Senior Center and the Parks and
Recreation Department/Community Center. Winner will be announced on October 31.

We are doing a traditional Trunk or Treat event at Sage Park on Saturday, October 22, from
6-7:30 p.m. People must register ahead of time and we will have people handing out candy
at their “trunk”. We currently have 16 people decorating trunks.

5. Started to work on the Tinsel Fun Run and registration has started. Race will be held at

Berlin High School on Saturday, December 3.

Debbie



Town of Berlin

Parks and Grounds

15 Town Farm Lane - Berlin CT
Office 860-828-7025

Fax 860-828-7124

E-mail swood@berlinct.gov

Steven T. Wood
Superintendent Parks and Grounds

Parks and Grounds September report

News:
o Finished aerating and overseeded playing fields
o Fertilized fields
o Replaced two grills at Timberlin Pavilion
o Cleaned up monuments for Labor Day
o Update on cameras on fields
Daily
o Ballfield maintenance
o Mowing
o Watering and deadheading of flowers
Weekly
o Painting athletic fields
o Garbage
Miscellaneous
o Replanted memorial trees
o Cleaned up and removed stums Ledge Cemetery
o Constructed an organic material bin Community Garden
o Broke down both pools for the season
o Cleaned overgrown brush around the complex
o Drilled holes for new signs at McGee, Willard and Hubbard
o Service equipment



