FLAG FLYING POLICY
TOWN OF BERLIN

RESOLVED, by its Town Council, the Town of Berlin adopts the following policy relating to the display of flags on Town owned or maintained properties “Policy”). The Policy shall be effective as of January 4, 2022 and remain in effect until modified or terminated by the Town Council.

No Flag other than the flags of the United States of America, State of Connecticut, and Town of Berlin (if and when a Town flag is adopted) may be flown or displayed on any properties owned or maintained by the Town of Berlin, with the following exceptions:

1. For any property owned by the Town of Berlin used as a veteran’s memorial, the following flags may be flown at the discretion of the Town of Berlin Veteran’s Commission:

1. POW/MIA Flag;
1. The Official services flags of the Armed Forces of the United States of America; or
1. An official flag, ensign, or service pennant of any military unit, in recognition of that unit’s service to the State of Connecticut or United States of America.

a. For any Town of Berlin owned property serving as an office, station or substation of the Town of Berlin Police Department and/or Fire Department, and any apparatus, vehicle or equipment of the Police and/or Fire Department, the official departmental flag and, subject to prior Town Council approval, a flag honoring or recognizing First Responders. For purposes of this Policy, “First Responder” shall mean police officers, firefighters, emergency medical technicians and paramedics. 

In adopting this Policy, the Berlin Town Council declares that flagpoles owned or maintained by the Town of Berlin are not intended to serve as a forum for free expression by the public, but rather as a non-public forum for the display of the flags authorized herein, as government speech.


Adopted by Town Council on January 4, 2022

This policy was amended January 18, 2022 by Town Council

Permission granted to the Town of Berlin Fire Department to display the following flags: 

· Thin Blue Line: This flag show support for our law enforcement partners. 
· Thin Red Line: This flag show support to brother fire/rescue partners 
· FDNY/MIA 9/11: This flag shows support for those lost in, and survivors of, the terror attacks 9/11 in particular the members of the FDNY. 

 in accordance with Town policy adopted on January 4th 2022. 
