
The Town Council will meet remotely.  Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and in accordance with applicable Executive Orders by Governor Lamont, no one will be allowed to attend in person at this meeting. The Town Council invites the public to join the meeting by clicking on the following link or by phone.  Please see the following information:

Join meeting
Join from the meeting link

	https://townofberlin.my.webex.com/townofberlin.my/j.php?MTID=m3782e5785c0dac41ea38d3eba97921ba


 Tap to join from a mobile device (attendees only)

+1-408-418-9388, 1321003900#2686245# United States Toll

Meeting number (access code): 132 100 3900 

Meeting password: Council (2686245 from phones and video systems)

TOWN OF BERLIN

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

Tuesday,  March 16, 2021
Remote Meeting
7:00 P.M. 
A. CALL TO ORDER 
B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
C. ROLL CALL
D. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS
E. MEETING AGENDA – Immediately Following the Audience of Citizens

F. CONSENT AGENDA:
1. Topic re: Accept monetary donations totaling $1,103.56 for the Berlin Peck Memorial Library and deposit $50.00 into the library agency account to be used to purchase books in memory of Morgan Seelye and deposit $960.22 in the friends of the library miscellaneous account to be used for programs, supplies and two museum pass renewals and deposit $93.34 into the friends of the library credit card account to pay for children’s program supplies and move to accept the donation of DVDs and books with an estimated value of $256.88 to be added to the appropriate department collections. – Berlin-Peck Memorial Library
2. Topic re: Accept the donations of $75.00 and appropriate the funds to the Supplies Expenditure Account. – Police Department
G. NEW BUSINESS:
1. Topic re: Presentation on the 2021-2022 Mattabassett Sewer District Budget – Mattabassett District
2. Topic re: Approve the request by the Berlin High School Riding Redcoats Cycling Club and the Connecticut Cycling Advancement to approve a Bike Race to take place at the Hatchery Brook Conservation Area on June 6, 2021, with the conditions that the applicants work with the Conservation Commission to assure that the trails are in a condition to accommodate a bike race and that the trails will be fully restored after the race; COVID-19 protocols will be followed; noticing given to surrounding properties, as described; traffic management be coordinated with the Police Department and the associated fee waiver for the police services provided for the event, this is in the best interest of the town. – Planning and Zoning
3. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to waive the bidding requirements, and award Lenard Engineering the contract to design a new ductile iron pipe to replace an older concrete pipe for an amount not to exceed $107,000.00, as this is in the best interest of the Town. – Water Control
4. Topic re: Transfer $240,866.65, as detailed on the accompanying spreadsheet, to cover higher than budgeted expenditures in identified accounts. - Finance
5. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to retain the services of Joseph Fasi, LLC to prepare bond authorization documents for lighting upgrades, and authorize the Town Manager to schedule and advertise for a Public Hearing to be held April 6, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. on an ordinance entitled “An Ordinance appropriating $1,500,000 for lighting upgrades (2021), and authorizing the issue of $1,500,000 bonds to the Town to meet said appropriation and pending the issuance thereof, the making of temporary borrowings for such purpose”. – Finance
6. Topic re: Authorized the Town Manager to apply for an AARP Community Challenge Grant in the amount of $75,000 to create a recreation and fitness trail at Pistol Creek that will be accessible to people of a range of ages and abilities and to provide a $7,500 match from the Playground Equipment account if the grant is awarded. – Parks and Recreation/Public Grounds/Economic Development
7. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to apply for Connecticut Department of Economic and Community Development Brownfields assessment grants in order to advance the investigation of the environmental condition of the Connecticut Sand & Stone and Christian Lane properties. – Economic Development
H. APPOINTMENTS:
1. Board of Ethics – Alternate – Vacancy - New term would be until January 31, 2023. Can only be filled with an R or U.
2. Cemetery Committee – Alternate – Vacancy -Term would be until January 31, 2027. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
3. Housing Authority – Michele Yarincik (R) term expires on March 31, 2021. Reappointment or replacement term would be until March 31, 2026. Can be filled with A D, R or U.
4. Inland Wetlands & Water Courses Commission – Alternate – Vacancy – New term would be until January 31, 2023. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

5. Plainville Area Cable Television Advisory Council (PACTAC) – Vacancy – New term would expire on June 30, 2021. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

6. Plainville Area Cable Television Advisory Council (PACTAC) – Vacancy – New term would expire on June 30, 2021. Can be filled with depends on the above appointment. There are only two members from Berlin for this board.

7. Public Building Commission – Vacancy - New term would be until January 31, 2025. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

8. VNA – Vacancy - Replacement term would be until January 31, 2023. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

9. VNA – Vacancy - Replacement term would be until January 31, 2023. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

10. VNA – Vacancy - Replacement term would be until January 31, 2023. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

11. VNA – Vacancy - Replacement term would be until January 31, 2024. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

12. VNA – Vacancy - Replacement term would be until January 31, 2024. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

13. VNA – Vacancy - Replacement term would be until January 31, 2024. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

14. VNA – Vacancy - Replacement term would be until January 31, 2024. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

15. Water Control Commission – Alternate – Vacancy -New term would be until January 31, 2026. Can only be filled with a D or U.

16. Youth Services Advisory Board – Service Consumer- Vacancy – New term would be until January 31, 2024.
I. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:
J. SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS:
K. COUNCILORS’ COMMUNICATION:
L. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:


March 2, 2021
M. EXECUTIVE SESSION:
1. Executive Session: Executive Session pursuant to C.G.S. Section 1-200(6)(B) to discuss negotiations concerning pending litigation: Sunnova Tep, Helios Issuer, Tesla Energy and Vivint Solar tax appeal litigation.

N. CONTINUTE NEW BUSINESS:
8. Topic re: Consideration and possible action with respect to proposed residential solar personal property tax appeal settlements in the Sunnova, Helios, Tesla Energy and Vivint Solar tax appeal litigation. – Corporation Counsel

O. ADJOURNMENT
2
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