
The Town Council will meet remotely.  Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and in accordance with applicable Executive Orders by Governor Lamont, no one will be allowed to attend in person at this meeting. The Town Council invites the public to join the meeting by clicking on the following link or by phone.  Please see the following information:
Join meeting
Join from the meeting link

https://townofberlin.my.webex.com/townofberlin.my/j.php?MTID=m2557a9a06b1619130ef13537e27f3e40 

Join by meeting number 

Meeting number (access code): 132 826 9798 

Meeting password: Council (2686245 from phones and video systems)

Tap to join from a mobile device (attendees only)

+1-408-418-9388,1328269798#2686245# United States Toll

Some mobile devices may ask attendees to enter a numeric meeting password. 

Join by phone

+1-408-418-9388 United States Toll

Global call-in numbers

TOWN OF BERLIN

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

Tuesday, February 16, 2021
Remote Meeting
7:00 P.M. 
A. CALL TO ORDER 
B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
C. ROLL CALL
D. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS
E. MEETING AGENDA – Immediately Following the Audience of Citizens

F. CONSENT AGENDA:
1. Topic re: Accept the donations of $200.00 and appropriate the funds to the Police K9 Program  Expenditure Account. – Police Department
2. Topic re: Accept donations to the Berlin Animal Control Donation Account for $ 70.00 and items valued at $  85.00. – Animal Control
3. Topic re: Accept monetary donations totaling $150.00 for the Berlin Peck Memorial Library and deposit $150.00 into the library agency account to purchase children’s board books in memory of Charlie McCourt. – Berlin-Peck Memorial Library
4. Topic re: Authorize Berlin Social & Youth Services to apply to Amplify, Inc. for a grant in the amount of $5,000 in Connecticut State Opioid Response Initiative funds, and to authorize the Town Manager to accept the grant on behalf of the Town, and to sign any contracts and agreements pertaining to this grant.  Upon receipt funds will be deposited in the State Opioid Response Grant revenue account and appropriate the $5,000 grant to the State Opioid Response Grant expense account, subject to approval by the Board of Finance. – Social Services
G. NEW BUSINESS:
1. Topic re: Update on the Senior Housing Project – Housing Authority
2. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to enter into the Medical Insurance Coalition Bargaining Agreement for the period from July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2026. – Human Resources
3. Topic re: Approve the purchase of tires and related components, using the above State of Connecticut, Department of Administrative Services Contract # 18PSX00022 for Goodyear Tires and off “Brand” tires for an amount not to exceed $25,000. – Municipal Garage
4. Topic re: Amend the Berlin Tax Abatement Policy to delete the abatement for the residential portion of mixed-use projects, to reduce the amount and percentage of annual abatements on the 10-year tax abatement schedule for projects with real property improvements greater than $12.5 million, to add a paragraph that will allow projects that have applied for Planning and Zoning Commission approval to be eligible to apply abatement pursuant to the tax abatement policy that exists prior to the changes proposed herein and to add language to clarify that the granting of each tax abatement is at the discretion of the Town Council if it is in the best interest of the Town . - Economic Development
5. Topic re: Revised the approved schedule for a tax abatement for Newport 903-913 Farmington Ave LLC for their mixed-use project 861 Farmington Avenue and 9, 10, 29 and 55 Steele Boulevard such that: Phase 1 including 9 Steele Boulevard and 861 Farmington Avenue will begin on the 7-year tax abatement schedule of 50% in year 1, 50% in year 2, 40% in year 3, 40% in year 4, 30% in year 5, 20% in year 6, 10% in year 7.  The project will remain on the 7-year tax abatement schedule until the $12.5 million investment threshold is met at which time the project will be moved to the appropriate year in a 10-year schedule for the commercial portion of the project of 70% for years 1 through 3, 60% for years 4 through 8, and 50% for years 9 and 10 and a 5-year schedule for residential uses of 80% in year 1, 70% in year 2, 60% in year 3, 50% in year 4, and 40% in year 5. The 5-year tax abatement for the 60-unit residential building at 55 Steele Boulevard will not commence until the commercial building at 10 Steele Boulevard is developed. As stated in a previous Town Council action, the tax abatement agreement shall be subject to Newport not receiving housing tax credits for the project from other State or federal sources. - Economic Development
H. APPOINTMENTS:
1. Board of Ethics – Alternate – Vacancy - New term would be until January 31, 2023. Can only be filled with an R or U.
2. Cemetery Committee – Alternate – Vacancy -Term would be until January 31, 2027. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
3. Inland Wetlands & Water Courses Commission – Alternate – Vacancy – New term would be until January 31, 2023. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

4. Plainville Area Cable Television Advisory Council (PACTAC) – Vacancy – New term would expire on June 30, 2021. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

5. Plainville Area Cable Television Advisory Council (PACTAC) – Vacancy – New term would expire on June 30, 2021. Can be filled with depends on the above appointment. There are only two members from Berlin for this board.

6. Public Building Commission – Vacancy - New term would be until January 31, 2025. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

7. VNA – Vacancy - Replacement term would be until January 31, 2023. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

8. VNA – Vacancy - Replacement term would be until January 31, 2023. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

9. VNA – Vacancy - Replacement term would be until January 31, 2023. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

10. VNA – Vacancy - Replacement term would be until January 31, 2024. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

11. VNA – Vacancy - Replacement term would be until January 31, 2024. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

12. VNA – Vacancy - Replacement term would be until January 31, 2024. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

13. VNA – Vacancy - Replacement term would be until January 31, 2024. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

14. Water Control Commission – Alternate – Vacancy -New term would be until January 31, 2026. Can only be filled with a D or U.

15. Youth Services Advisory Board – Vacancy - Service Consumer – New term would be until January 31, 2023.

16. Youth Services Advisory Board – Service Consumer- Vacancy – New term would be until January 31, 2024.
I. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:
J. SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS:
K. COUNCILORS’ COMMUNICATION:
L. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:


February 2, 2021
M. EXECUTIVE SESSION:
1. Pending Litigations – C.G.S.S. Sec. 1-200 (6) (B) strategy and negotiations with respect to pending claims or pending litigation - Rio Vista litigation
N. ADJOURNMENT
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