           Town of Berlin
Historic District Commission
Town Hall · Berlin, CT  06037
December 7, 2020, 7:00 p.m.

CALL IN NUMBER+1-408-418-9388
Access PIN Code: 132 880 1908
The Berlin Historic District Commission held a regular meeting with a public hearing by remote conference call on Monday, December 7, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. on the following matters: 
https://townofberlin.my.webex.com/townofberlin.my/j.php?MTID=mf655124a6a3e656c7695ff2ae1ec0cd8

Meeting number: 132 880 1908

Password: HDCmon700 (43266670 from phones and video systems)

The public was invited to this meeting.  
1-408-418-9388 United States Toll, Access code: 132 880 1908
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

Chairman Susan Skene called the meeting to order at 7:09 p.m.

Roll Call

Members Present
Susan Skene, Chairman, Lorraine Stub, Vice Chairman, Andra Lou Millerd

Richard Bennett (alternate seated), Herbert Watson (alternate seated)
Members Absent
Bill Cink, Amy Prescher, Pam Pethigal
Staff Liaison
Maureen Giusti
Audience of Citizens
None
Review and Action on Minutes – October 5, 2020
Vice Chairman Stub moved to approve the minutes, seconded by Commissioner Watson with the last correction: “Belfry Tower at Berlin Free Library” rather than Belfort Tower at Worthington Ridge. Motion Approved 
New Business

Public Hearings for Certificate of Appropriateness:

I. HDC 2020-05 request of Greg Chandler for property at 1224 Worthington Ridge, to enclose open

porch on the side of house to create study area/office space inside of the home. All building materials will match the existing house.
Mr. Chandler has an open side porch that he would like to close and use as an office. He is going to use cedar clapboard to match the house. Currently the roof is metal and will be to be replaced like for like. The foundation will be kept as is and may need to be reinforced. The windows will be wood with aluminum surround. 

Commissioner Bennett moved to close the public hearing, seconded by Commissioner Millerd passed unanimously. 
II. HDC 2020-06 request of William E. Quirk and Susan Quirk for property at 724 Worthington Ridge to

restore front porch to include: replace footings with techno posts, replace rotted floor framing, replace

porch decking with Azek Porch Composite, replace columns with HB&GF fiberglass columns, replicate

railings and spindles in wood, repair/reframe roof framing, replace roof sheathing, replace roof shingles. All materials to be like in appearance and function. Upper soffit, dental, sunburst, frieze detail to remain untouched.
Mr. Lee Hale is representing the homeowners for the COA. He will only be replacing the structure from the beams down as like for like as possible. The spindles, railings and columns will be custom made. The roof is sagging will need repair like for like matching the main house. The Azek decking is tongue and groove. Mr. Bennett recommended checking with the building department to for height requirements of the railings. The plan was to replace the wood ceiling with PVC but at the recommendation of the Commission is to use wood like for like. The steps up to the porch are concrete and only if the rise doesn’t pass code it may have to be re-cast like for like. 
Commissioner Bennett moved to close the public hearing, seconded by Vice Chairman Stub passed unanimously. 

Deliberation of Public Hearings
I. HDC 2020-05 request of Greg Chandler for property at 1224 Worthington Ridge, to enclose open

porch on the side of house to create study area/office space inside of the home. All building materials will match the existing house.
Commissioner Bennett moved to approve the COA as presented on application to enclose open porch on the side of house to create study area/office space inside of the home. All building materials will match the existing house for property at 1224 Worthington Ridge, to seconded by Vice Chairman Stub, passed unanimously. 
II. HDC 2020-06 request of William E. Quirk and Susan Quirk for property at 724 Worthington Ridge to

restore front porch to include: replace footings with techno posts, replace rotted floor framing, replace

porch decking with Azek Porch Composite, replace columns with HB&GF fiberglass columns, replicate

railings and spindles in wood, repair/reframe roof framing, replace roof sheathing, replace roof shingles.  All materials to be like in appearance and function. Upper soffit, dental, sunburst, frieze detail to remain untouched.
Commissioner Millerd moved to approve the COA as presented on application to

restore front porch to include: replace footings with techno posts, replace rotted floor framing, replace porch decking with Azek Porch Composite, replace columns with HB&GF fiberglass columns, replicate railings and spindles in wood, repair/reframe roof framing, replace roof sheathing, replace roof shingles with notation of wood ceiling at 724 Worthington Ridge, seconded by Commissioner Bennett, passed unanimously. 
Other Business and Commission Communications

I. Proposed 2021 Meeting Calendar (see attachment) 
Commissioner Bennett moved to approve the proposed 2021 meeting calendar moving the July meeting to the 12th, seconded by Commissioner Millerd, passed unanimously. 
Old Business
I. Demolition Delay Order
Members have done some research with other Connecticut towns. A sub commission can be established in order to discuss this topic further. Tabled until next meeting. 
Vice Chairman Stub reported that the Berlin Free Library is being prepped and painted and looks beautiful. 

Adjournment 
Commissioner Millerd moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 pm and seconded by Commissioner 
Bennett passed unanimously.
Respectfully Submitted,   

Marlo Matassa, Recording Secretary 
