
The Town Council will meet in person.  Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and in accordance with applicable Executive Orders by Governor Lamont, no public will be allowed to attend in person at this meeting. The Town Council invites the public to join the meeting by clicking on the following link or by phone.  Please see the following information:

Meeting Link:

Join meeting 

Meeting Number:
132 273 4173
Password:

Council (2686245 from phones and video systems)

Join by video system

Dial 1322734173@webex.com

You can also dial 173.243.2.68 and enter your meeting number.

Join by phone

+1-408-418-9388 United States Toll

Access code: 132 273 4173
Password:

Council (2686245 from phones and video systems)

TOWN OF BERLIN

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

Tuesday, July 21, 2020
Town Council Chambers

Remote

7:00 P.M. 
A. CALL TO ORDER 
B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
C. ROLL CALL
D. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS
E. MEETING AGENDA – Immediately Following the Audience of Citizens

F. CONSENT AGENDA:
1. Topic re: Accept monetary donations totaling $500.00 for the Berlin Peck Memorial Library and deposit $500.00 into the library agency account. – Berlin-Peck Memorial Library
2. Topic re: Approve Berlin High School Boosters Club to sell food, beverages and merchandise at Berlin High School events during the 2020 – 2021 school year. – Parks and Recreation
3. Topic re: Approve acceptance of a donation in an estimated amount not to exceed $2600.00 from the Kensington Garden Club to be used to beautify Volunteer Park. – Parks and Recreation
4. Topic re: Accept the donations of $230.00 and appropriate the funds to the Police K9 Program  Expenditure Account. – Police Department
5. Topic re: Accept the donations of $50.00 and appropriate the funds to the Police Peer Support Program  Expenditure Account. – Police Department
6. Topic re: Authorize Berlin Social & Youth Services to apply to CYSA for a DCF funded Juvenile Review Board grant in the amount of $4,220, and to authorize the Town Manager to accept the grant on behalf of the Town, and to sign any contracts and agreements pertaining to this grant.  Upon receipt funds will be deposited in the State Grants revenue account.

Appropriate the $4,220 grant to the Part Time Help, Worker’s Comp., and Social Security expense accounts, subject to approval by the Board of Finance. – Social Services
7. Topic re: Accept donation of an Office Desk from the Newington Social Services to the Berlin Senior Center. – Senior Center

G. NEW BUSINESS:
1. Topic re: Approve the contract between the Town of Berlin and CALU, Local #2 (White Collar Employees) for the period of July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2023. – Human Resources
2. Topic re: Create a professional position of Deputy Fire Marshal to serve in that capacity and provide department coverage in the absence of full-time staff. – Fire Marshal
3. Topic re: Waive the Town’s bidding procedures to allow the Parks and Recreation Department to continue to use Vermont Systems for its Recreation Management software in an amount not to exceed $12,419.82, since this is in the best interest of the town. – Parks and Recreation
4. Topic re: Authorize Town Manager, Arosha Jayawickrema, to enter into contract with US Pitchcare LLC for the renovation of Sage Park, Softball Field 1 in an amount not to exceed $500,000 which includes contingency. – Parks and Recreation
5. Topic re: Transfer $3,855, as detailed on the accompanying spreadsheet, to cover higher than budgeted expenditures in identified accounts. - Finance
6. Topic re: Waive the bidding process and renew the employee benefits contract with USI Insurance Services in the amount of $55,000 through June 30, 2021, as this is in the best interest of the town. – Finance
7. Topic re: Approve the purchase of ammunition from Jurek Brothers Inc. utilizing State of CT Contract # 19PSX0220 for an amount not to exceed $13,025.24. – Police Department
8. Topic re: Waive the Town’s bidding procedures and approve issuing purchase orders in excess of $10,000, but  all together not to exceed the budgeted amount of $51,104 for the following uniform vendors: Security Uniforms Inc., New England Uniform, Connecticut Police Supply, Galls, and Mickey Finns, as this is in the best interest of the Town. – Police Department
9. Topic re: Approve the transfer of $18,500.00 from the In Lieu of Sick (retiree) account in the General Fund to the Transfer to Other Funds account in the General Fund and appropriate the funds to the Building & Renovations account in the Police Construction Fund, pending approval of the Board of Finance. – Police
10. Topic re: Approve the transfer of $120,000.00 from the Police Personnel account, $35,000.00 from the Police Social Security account and $45,000 from the Police Pension account, all in the General Fund, to the Police Vehicles account in the General Fund, pending approval of the Board of Finance. – Police Department
11. Topic re: Waive the Town’s Bidding Procedure and approve issuing a Purchase Order in the amount not to exceed $20,000 in FY 20-21 for Atlantic Golf and Turf as this is in the best interest of the town. – Public Grounds
12. Topic re: Waive the Town’s Bidding Procedures and approve issuing a Purchase Order in the amount not to exceed $25,000 in FY 20-21 for Central CT Lawn Services of Berlin. This is in the best interest of the Town. – Public Grounds
13. Topic re: Approve the transfer of $4,500 from the Public Grounds Overtime account, $2,000 from the Public Grounds Storm Related Overtime account, $2,000 from the Highway Storm Related Overtime account, $10,000 from the Public Grounds PT & Summer Help account, $19,500 from the Public Grounds Electricity account, $5,000 from the Public Grounds Labor Serv., Pool & Cemeteries account, $2,000 from the Public Grounds Maintenance & Repair account, $2,000 from the Public Grounds Fertilizer, Seed, Chem. Account and $3,000 from the Public Grounds Sanitation account, all in the General Fund, to the Rack Body account in the General Fund, pending approval of the Board of Finance. – Public Grounds
14. Topic re: Approve the transfer of $25,000.00 from the Highway Health Insurance account, $25,000 from the Highway Blue Collar account, $25,000 from the Stormwater Drainage Analysis account and $35,000 from the Planning & Zoning Mid-Manager account, all in the General Fund, to the Excavator account in the General Fund, pending approval of the Board of Finance. – Public Works
15. Topic re: Approve the transfer of $40,000.00 from the Highway Storm Related Overtime account in the General Fund and $20,000 from the Public Grounds Storm Related Overtime account in the General Fund to the Highway Front Loader account in the General Fund, pending approval of the Board of Finance. – Public Works
16. Topic re: Approve the transfer of $25,000.00 from the Highway Health Insurance account, $25,000 from the Highway Blue Collar account and $25,000 from the Stormwater Drainage Analysis account, all in the General Fund, to the Woodchipper account in the General Fund, pending approval of the Board of Finance. – Public Works
17. Topic re: Award a bid and authorize the Town Manager to enter into a unit price contract to purchase street line painting services (utilizing CRCOG Contract #695) with the most cost- effective and qualified Contractor. – Public Works

18. Topic re: Approve the transfer of $25,000.00 from the Non-Taxable Election Worker’s account in the General Fund to the Golf Course Backhoe account in the General Fund, pending approval of the Board of Finance. – Golf Course

19. Topic re: Send the Timberlin Golf Course Statement of Need to the Public Building Commission. – Golf Course 
20. Topic re: Increase the nine-hole single cart rate from $11.25 to $15.00 and eighteen-hole single cart rate from 19.25 to $25.00 and the nine-hole cart special from $9.25 to $13.00. – Golf Course

21. Topic re: Discussion regarding recommendations on cost reduction options from the Golf Commission. – Golf Course

22. Topic re: Adopt the Timberlin Golf Course Season Pass Refund & Credit policy.- Golf Course

23. Topic re: Grant Mr. Gonzales a prorated refund of his 2020 Timberlin Golf Course season in the amount of $437.00. – Golf Course
24. Topic re: Refer the elementary schools HVAC upgrades design and construction Statement of Need to the Public Building Commission. - Facilities
25. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to apply for State financial assistance in an amount not to exceed $500,000 for Kensington Sidewalks Project Phase III and/or for $300,000 roofing and related work for the Municipal Complex roofs at 27 Town Farm Lane, to execute and file such application with the Connecticut Department of Economic and Community Development, to provide such additional information, to execute such other documents as may be required, to execute an Assistance Agreement with the State of Connecticut for State financial assistance if such an agreement is offered, to execute any amendments, decisions, and revisions thereto, and to act as the authorized representative of  the Town per the attached resolution, subject to the review and approval of Corporation Counsel. – Economic Development
26. Topic re: Amend the Berlin Tax Abatement Policy to add an additional level of tax abatement and amend the abatement time to be consistent with state statute.- Economic Development
27. Topic re: Approve a tax abatement for 196 Wilbur Cross Berlin LLC for their mixed-use project.  The abatement schedule for the residential portion of the project will be for 5 years at 80% abatement in year 1, 70% in year 2, 60% in year 3, 50% in year 4, and 40% in year 5.  The abatement schedule for the commercial portion of the project will be for 10 years at 70% abatement for years 1 through 3, 60% for years 4 through 8, and 50% for years 9 and 10 per the town’s tax abatement policy. – Economic Development
28. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to enter into  an easement or license from the Connecticut Department of Transportation for the Boulevard project, subject to review and approval of Corporation Counsel. – Economic Development
29. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to provide an easement to Eversource to supply electricity to the Boulevard project and to the Steele Center @ Farmington Ave. transit-oriented development project and to enter into such agreements as are required for this purpose, subject to review and approval of Corporation Counsel. – Economic Development
30. Topic re: Waive the bidding process and authorize the Town Manager to enter into a contract with Franklin Surveys to prepare an A-2 survey for an ELUR for 873 Farmington Avenue and upgrades to the surveys for 861 and 889 Farmington Avenue to satisfy the ELUR survey requirements for a fee of $4,800 that will be paid from the from the Demolition & Envir. Remed. Account, to prepare 2 easement maps for the Boulevard utilities and to provide services for location of control points for the Boulevard for a fee of $2,300 from STEAP Blvd at the Berlin Train Station, and to prepare 2 easement maps for the 861, 873 Farmington Avenue redevelopment project easements for a fee of $1,600 funded by the Economic Development Contractual Services account, as it is in the best interest of the Town. 

Waive the bidding process and authorize the Town Manager to enter into a contract with Loureiro Engineering to work on an ELUR for 873 Farmington Avenue and to design and inspect the construction of a passive ventilation system for the addition at 873 Farmington Avenue for a fee of $12,500 and to authorize additional general consulting services of $6,000 for the project that will be paid from the Demolition & Envir. Remed. Account, as it is in the best interest of the Town.

Waive the bidding process and authorize the Town Manager to enter into a contract with Halloran and Sage to provide legal services related to an ELUR for 873 Farmington Avenue for a fee not to exceed $15,000, $12,500 of which will be paid by Corporation Counsel from funds received from the Town’s insurer Chubb and the balance of up to $2,500 that will be paid from the Demolition & Envir. Remed. Account, as this is in the best interest of the Town. – Economic Development

31. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to enter into a contract amendment with Newport Realty Group LLC concerning the sale of 861, 889, 903 and 913 Farmington Avenue whereby by the end of July Newport will close on the purchase of 861 Farmington Avenue ($10,000) and 903 Farmington Avenue ($195,000), pay a non-refundable $30,000 deposit for the purchase of 913 Farmington Avenue and enter into an agreement to pay the cost share on the Boulevard project on a prorated basis as costs are incurred by the Town, subject to review and approval of the amendment by Corporation Counsel.
Move to modify the funding for and authorization for the Town Manager to enter into the Boulevard contract such that it is contingent on the sale to Newport of 861 and 903 Farmington Avenue for $205,000 plus a non-refundable deposit of $30,000 for the purchase of 913 Farmington Avenue and to enter into a shared cost contribution agreement with Newport for off-site work of $268,754.75, of which $178,754.75 will be paid in cash and an agreement from the Connecticut Department of Transportation to grant the Town rights to construct the portion of the Boulevard that will be on a parcel that connects to the Train Station parking lot and is owned by CTDOT or approval from the Connecticut Department of Economic and Community Development to start Boulevard construction using state grants for this purpose in advance of granting of such rights from CTDOT said contract and change orders to be funded from the following accounts and sources: a portion of the proceeds of the sale 861 and 903 Farmington Avenue and the non-refundable deposit on the purchase of 913 Farmington Avenue ($164,000, the remaining $71,000 in sale proceeds will be dedicated to the additional construction administration contract for WMC Engineering), Town appropriation of $235,000 in funds from the Farmington Ave Development (non-grant) account (504.10.1017.0.54000.01624), Newport net shared cost contribution by agreement ($178,754.75), STEAP Blvd at the Berlin Train Station account ($360,000), TOD Property Acquisition account ($245,397) and STEAP Downtown Sidewalks account ($38,252) and to reduce authorization for the Town Manager to enter into change orders with Guerrera to $26,711.25 because the cash from Newport for the cost share is $268,754.75 instead of $279,000 as stated in the previous Town Council resolution.

Transfer $125,000 from the Schools Electricity account and $110,000 from the Issue of June 2019 account to the Transfer to Other Funds account, all in the General Fund, and appropriate the transferred funds to the Farmington Ave Development (non-grant) account in the Economic Development Fund. – Economic Development
32. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manger to execute a subordination agreement with respect to the Statutory Form Mortgage Deed in the original principal amount of $36,690.54, in favor of TOWN OF BERLIN, dated May 14, 2020 and recorded May 27, 2020 in Vol. 700 at Page 475-480 of the Berlin Land Records, subject to review and approval of Corporation Counsel. – Economic Development
H. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:
I. SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS:
J. COUNCILORS’ COMMUNICATION:
K. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:


July 7, 2020
L. EXECUTIVE SESSION:
1. Personnel Matters – Conn. General State Statute Sec. 1-200 (6) (A) concerning the appointment, employment, performance, evaluation of a public employee. – Town Manager
M. ADJOURNMENT
2
1

