
The Town Council will meet in person.  Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and in accordance with applicable Executive Orders by Governor Lamont, no public will be allowed to attend in person at this meeting. The Town Council invites the public to join the meeting by clicking on the following link or by phone.  Please see the following information:

Meeting Link:
https://townofberlin.my.webex.com/webappng/sites/townofberlin.my/meeting/download/bf05be4403ff4edb8d9082a18abac72f?siteurl=townofberlin.my&MTID=mddd8e0cd82d57ab4d595737cf3de4eed 

Meeting Number:
132 076 5127

Password:

Council (2686245 from phones and video systems)

Join by video system

Dial 1320765127@webex.com

You can also dial 173.243.2.68 and enter your meeting number.
Join by phone

+1-408-418-9388 United States Toll

Access code: 132 076 5127
Password:

Council (2686245 from phones and video systems)

TOWN OF BERLIN

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

Tuesday, July 7, 2020
Board of Education Conference Room – Remote Meeting
7:00 P.M. 
A. CALL TO ORDER 
B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
C. ROLL CALL
D. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS
E. MEETING AGENDA – Immediately Following the Audience of Citizens

F. CONSENT AGENDA:
1. Topic re: Accept monetary donations totaling $500.00 for the Berlin Peck Memorial Library and deposit $500.00 into the library agency account to be used to purchase adult fiction books. – Berlin-Peck Memorial Library
2. Topic re: Approve Berlin High School Class of 2021 to sell food, beverages and merchandise at Berlin High School events during the 2020 – 2021 school year. – Parks and Recreation
G. PUBLIC HEARINGS
The Town Council of the Town of Berlin will meet at Berlin Board of Education, Conference Room, 238 Kensington Road, Berlin, CT on Tuesday, July 7, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. for the purpose of holding a public hearing on the following proposed Ordinance:

TAXATION AND FINANCE 

Exemption of Property Leased to Charitable, Religious or Nonprofit Organizations (a) Pursuant to and subject to the requirements and terms of Connecticut General Statutes Section 12-81(58), any real or personal property leased to a charitable, religious or nonprofit organization, exempt from taxation for federal income tax purposes, provided such property is used exclusively for the purposes of such charitable, religious or nonprofit organization, shall be exempt from taxation by the municipality. (b) The exemption set forth in (a) hereof shall apply to the Grand List of October 1, 2019, and each Grand List thereafter. (c) Upon the cessation of any factor serving as a basis for the exemption, as determined by the Tax Assessor, the property owner shall be liable for the payment of municipal taxes on that portion of the property that was exempt from the date of such cessation, including a prorated share of the taxes for the tax year in which such cessation took place. Such liability shall attach to the property as a charge thereon.

Following the public hearing, the Town Council is expected to consider and act upon the ordinance.

Dated at Berlin, Connecticut this 19th day of June 2020.

H. NEW BUSINESS:
1. Topic re: Adopt the ordinance which allows exemption from taxation of real or personal property when the property is leased to a charitable, religious or nonprofit organization. – Town Manager
2. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to extend the option agreement between the Town and the Berlin Housing Authority, currently set to expire on 7.31.2020, out to a date in November of 2020. – Housing Authority
3. Topic re: Approve the transfer of $11,365 from Nursing Department Professional Services account to Department Head account ($10,000), Social Security account ($765) and the Pension account ($600) to perform the Quality Assurance processes.

Waive the bidding procedure for the Quality Assurance processes including quarterly auditing, quarterly reporting, and annual reporting and allow the work to be performed internally by the Director of Nursing. This is in the best interest of the town. -VNA
4. Topic re: Waive the Town’s bidding procedures and approve issuing purchase orders for the following vendors due to the Library’s participation in Connecticut Library Consortium and in the Library Connection, Inc. as the best discounts have already been provided.  This is in the best interest of the town.
Supplies.  Books.  Baker and Taylor Co.  For adult books - $43,000.00 

Books.  Baker and Taylor Co. For children’s and teen books - $22,000.00 
Databases. Books. Supplies. Data Services. Audio/Visual - Library Connection, Inc. - $54,000.00

Network Maintenance. Data Services Novus - $13,000.00 – Berlin-Peck Memorial Library
5. Topic re: Award Contract # 2020-21 (Miscellaneous Concrete Sidewalks) to William Laydon Construction of North Haven, CT to allow for concrete sidewalk construction throughout the Town, by various Town departments (including the Board of Education), through established unit prices.  Funding will come from established line item accounts within the fiscal year 2020/2021 and 2021/2022 departmental budgets.   The contract will involve work to be performed through December 31, 2021. – Public Works
6. Topic re: Waive the bidding procedure and award a contract for GIS annual maintenance and departmental services to New England Geo-Systems of Middletown, CT for an amount not to exceed $30,000.00, as this is in the best interest of the Town. – Public Works
7. Topic re: Authorize the Finance Director to file claims for reimbursement of General Government and Board of Education COVID-19 related expenses, as permitted under applicable federal/state programs, with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the State of Connecticut Office of Policy and Management Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF). – Finance
8. Topic re: Transfer $44,808, as detailed on the accompanying spreadsheet, to cover higher than budgeted expenditures in identified accounts. - Finance
9. Topic re: Waive the Town’s bidding procedures and authorize the Town Manager to increase Purchase Order 200439 for Greenwood Roof Services of Milford, Massachusetts for an amount not to exceed $25,000, for fiscal year 2019/2020, as this is in the best interest of the Town. - Facilities
10. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to apply for State financial assistance in an amount not to exceed $836,043.21 for the Boulevard to the Train Station Project, to execute and file such application with the Connecticut Department of Economic and Community Development, to provide such additional information, to execute such other documents as may be required, to execute an Assistance Agreement with the State of Connecticut for State financial assistance if such an agreement is offered, to execute any amendments, decisions, and revisions thereto, and to act as the authorized representative of  the Town per the attached resolution, subject to the review and approval of Corporation Counsel. – Economic Development
11. Topic re: Refer the obtaining of an easement or license from the Connecticut Department of Transportation for the Boulevard project for a review by the Planning and Zoning Commission pursuant to section 8-24 of the Connecticut General Statutes. – Economic Development

12. Topic re: Refer the granting of an easement to supply electricity to the Boulevard project and to the Steele Center @ Farmington Ave. transit-oriented development project for a review by the Planning and Zoning Commission pursuant to section 8-24 of the Connecticut General Statutes. – Economic Development

13. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to execute the attached subordination agreements pertaining to AMCO Machine and its related entities, FAV Realty LLC and FAVTO Realty LLC, with respect to the Town’s right of first refusal to purchase 921 Farmington Avenue, recorded in Volume 697, page 1136 of the Berlin Land Records, and the Town’s Mortgage on 945 Farmington Avenue recorded in Volume 721, Page 1043 of the Berlin Land Records, subject to the review and approval of Corporation Counsel. – Economic Development
14. Topic re: Approve a tax abatement for MC Barber LLC for the renovation of 1427 Berlin Turnpike of 50% in year 1, 40% in year 2, and 30% in year 3 per the town’s tax abatement policy. – Economic Development

15. Topic re: Waive the Town’s bidding procedures to allow the Town Clerk’s Office to continue to use Cott Systems, Inc. software for land records and dog licensing, provide maintenance, auditing services and supplies to the office for an amount not to exceed $13,500 for fiscal year 2020/2021. – Town Clerk
I. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:
J. SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS:
K. COUNCILORS’ COMMUNICATION:
L. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:

June 16, 2020

M. ADJOURNMENT
2
1

