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ANIMALS

ARTICLE
I

INGENERAL
Sec

61
Purpose
and
intent
of
chapter
The
purposes
of
this
chapterare
to
promote
the
public
health
safety
and
general
welfare
of
the
citizens
of
the
town
by
addressing
the
public
nuisance
caused
by
vicious
and
dangerous
animals
and
to
ensure
that

all

animalsreceiveadequatecareThischapterisintendedtosupplementandnotsupplanttheprovisionscontainedinGS22339etseqregardingdomesticanimalsTheanimalcontrolofficershallhavethediscretionastowhethertoproceedpursuanttostateorlocallawOrdNo1991321999Sec62DefinitionsThefollowingwordstermsandphraseswhenusedinthischaptershallhavethemeaningsascribedtotheminthissectionexceptwherethecontextclearlyindicatesadifferentmeaningAdultmeansanyindividual18yearsofageorolderAnimalmeansanynonhumananimatebeingwhichisendowedwiththepowerofvoluntarymotionincludingfishandfowlAnimalcontrolofficermeansanemployeeoragentofthetowntoenforcethelicensinginspectionandenforcementrequirementscontainedwithinthischapterandstatestatutesAnimalnuisancemeansanynuisancearisingoutofthekeepingmaintainingorowningoforfailuretoexercisesufficientcontrolofananimalAnimalsheltermeansanyfacilityoperatedbythetownandshallalsoincludeanyfacilityauthorizedbytheanimalcontrolofficerorhisdesigneetoimpoundconfinedetaincareforordestroyanyanimalAtlargemeansthatananimalisoffthepremisesoftheownerandnotonaleashorotherwiseundertheimmediatecontrolofapersoncapableofrestrainingtheanimalDispositionmeansadoptionsalequarantinevoluntaryorinvoluntaryplacementoreuthanasiahumanelyadministeredtotheanimalFarmmeansatractoflandcontainingtwoacresormoreusedinpartorwhollyforagriculturalpurposesforprofitwhichmayincludetheraisingandkeepingofdomesticorotheranimals



Guard

or
attack
dog
means
a
dog
trained
to
attack
or
apprehend
on
command
to
protect
persons
or
property

Impoundmentmeans
the

takinginto
custody
of

an
animalby
an

animal
controlofficer
or
any

authorized
representativethereof
Muzzle

means
adevice
constructed
of
strong

soft
materialdesigned

to
fastenover
the
mouth

of

an

animaltopreventitfrombitinganypersonorotheranimalOwnerorkeepermeansanypersonhavingtemporaryorpermanentcustodyofshelteringorhavingchargeofharboringexercisingcontroloverorkeepingorhavingpropertyrightstoanyanimalcoveredbythischapterPublicnuisancemeansanyanimalthatendangersthelifeorhealthofpersonsorotheranimalsorsubstantiallyinterfereswiththerightsofcitizensotherthantheirownerstoenjoymentoflifeorpropertyThetermpublicnuisanceshallincludebutnotbelimitedtoanyanimalthat1Isrepeatedlyfoundrunningatlarge2Isinanysectionofanyparkoropenspacelandwhereanimalsarenotpermittedorwherepermittedisnotonaleashorotherwiseunderthecontrolofitsownerorkeeper3Damagesordefilesanypropertyotherthanthatoftheownerunlesstheownerorkeeperimmediatelypicksupaftertheanimal4Barkswhineshowlsormakesanynoisenaturaltoitsspeciesinanexcessiveorcontinuousfashionsoastodisturbthepeaceexceptwheresuchactivityoccursonafarm5Isinheatandisnotconfinedorundertheownersorkeeperscontrolsoastopreventattractionorcontactwithotheranimals6Whetherornotonthepropertyofitsownerthatwithoutprovocationmolestsattacksorotherwiseunreasonablyinterfereswiththefreedomofmovementofpersonsinapublicrightofwayoronprivatepropertyotherthanthatoftheanimalsowner7Chasesmotorvehiclesinapublicrightofway8Isoffensiveordangeroustothepublichealthsafetyorwelfarebyvirtueofthenumberofanimalsmaintainedatasingleresidenceandtheinadequacyofthefacilitiesandcareor
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Attacksanother
animal

off
the
property
of
the
owner
or
keeper
of
the
attacking
animal
Under
restraint
means
that
an
animal
issecured
bya
leash
oris
otherwise
under
the
control
of
an
individualwho
is
mentally
and
physically
capable
of
restrainingthe
animal
and
obedient
to
that

persons
commands
orsecurely

enclosed

egappropriatefencewithintherealpropertylimitsoftheownerspremisesViciousordangerousanimalmeansananimalthathasattachedbittenorphysicallyinjuredhumanbeingswithoutadequateprovocationAnyanimalthatwithoutprovocationhasbittenorattackedahumanbeingorhasbehavedsoastoimposeathreatofimminentbodilyharmtoapersonconductinghimselfpeacefullyandlawfullyshallbeprimafaciepresumedviciousordangerousNoanimalmaybedeclaredviciousifaninjuryordamageissustainedbyapersonwhoatthetimeofsuchinjuryordamagewassustainedwascommittingawillfultrespassorothertortuponpremisesoccupiedbytheownerorkeeperoftheanimalorwasteasingtormentingabusingorassaultingtheanimalorwascommittingorattemptingtocommitacrimeNoanimalmaybedeclaredviciousiftheanimalwasprotectingordefendingahumanbeingwithintheimmediatevicinityoftheanimalfromanunjustifiedattackorassaultOrdNo1992321999CrossreferenceDefinitionsgenerally12StatelawreferenceDefinitionsGS22327Sec63NuisanceItshallbeunlawfulforanypersontokeepanyanimalonanypropertylocatedwithinthetownwhenthekeepingofsuchanimalconstitutesapublicnuisanceormenacetopublichealthorsafetyOrdNo1993321999Sec64AdequacyoffacilitiesandcareEveryownershallprovidehisanimalswithsufficientgoodandwholesomefoodandwaterpropershelterandprotectionfromtheweatherveterinarycarewhenneededtopreventsufferinghumanecareandtreatmentandmaintaintheminasecureenclosureOrdNo1994321999Sec65AdministrativesanctionsandremediesAspartofanyorderissuedinwritingandbycertifiedmailpursuanttothischaptertheanimalcontrolofficershallhavetheauthoritytoorderthefollowingadministrativesanctionsandremediesifthereisnocomplianceaftersevendaysfromthedateofissue1Obediencetrainingfortheanimalinquestion2Muzzlingofadogoranimalwhileoffthepropertyoftheowner
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Confinement
ofan
animal

indoors
unlessthe

animal
isunder

the
directcontrol
of

a
responsibleadult

4
Confinementof

an
animalin

a
secureenclosure
5

Reduction
of
thenumber
of
animals
kept
at
any
one
location
6
Removal
of
an
animal
fromthe
custody

ofthe
animal

sowner
or

keeperin
cases
of

neglect
orcruelty

7

The

sterilizationofananimal8Abanonmaintainingotheranimalsinthetown9Theeuthanizingofananimaland10AnyothermeasureorsanctiondesignedtoeliminateaviolationpreventfutureviolationsorprotectthehealthandsafetyofthepublicOrdNo19911321999Sec66EnforcementofchapterprovisionsTheanimalcontrolofficerorhisdesigneesshallbetheenforcementofficialsforthischapterTheseofficialsalongwithpoliceofficersshallhavetheauthoritytoactonbehalfofthetownininvestigatingcomplaintsimpoundinganddestroyinganimalsissuingcitationsandtakingotherlawfulactionsasrequiredtoenforcetheprovisionsofthischapterTheanimalcontrolofficershallfullyinvestigateallcomplaintsmadepursuanttothischapterandshalltakeallstatementsunderoathTheownerorkeeperofsuchanimalshallbegivenanopportunitytomakeastatementunderoathItshallbeaviolationofthischaptertointerferewithanyanimalcontrolofficerorotherenforcementofficialintheperformanceofhisdutiesOrdNo19912321999Sec67PenaltiesforviolationofchapteraItshallbeaviolationofthischapterto1Failtocomplywithanyprovisionofthischapter2Failtopayanyfinescivilpenaltiesorcostsimposedbytheanimalcontrolofficerwithin15daysoftheimpositionofsuchfinesorcostsunlesspaymentthereofislawfullystayedor3Makeanyfalsestatementsunderoathwithrespecttothischapter
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Anyperson
who
fails
to
comply

with
a
writtencitation
issued
by
the
animal
control
officer
or
his

designee
within

seven
days

shallbe
deemed

guiltyof
a
municipal

infractionand
shall
be
subject
toa
fine

of100
00
If
a

violation
continuesafter
such

written
noticeeach
day
s

violation
shallbe
deemed

to

be

aseparateoffenseOrdNo19913321999Sec68AppealsprocedureAnyprovisionofthischaptermaybeappealedtothetownmanagerwithin30daysoftheissuanceofthecitationThecitationholdercanappealthedecisionofthetownmanagertothesuperiorcourtOrdNo19914321999Secs69640ReservedARTICLEIIDOGSDIVISION1GENERALLYSec641RestraintgenerallyaItshallbeunlawfulfortheownerorkeeperofanydogtofailtokeephisdogunderrestraintortopermithisdogtorunatlargeuponthestreetsandpublicwaysofthetownoruponpropertyotherthanthatofsuchownerorkeeperbNoownerkeeperorcustodianofanyanimalshallfailtoexercisepropercareandcontrolofsuchanimaltopreventtheanimalfrombecomingapublicnuisanceOrdNo1995321999Sec642RestraintofguardorattackdogsaEveryownerofaguardorattackdogshallkeepsuchdogconfinedinabuildingcompartmentorotherenclosureAnysuchenclosureshallbecompletelysurroundedbyasecuredfenceorenclosurethatisappropriatetoconfinesuchdogsandshallbeapprovedbytheanimalcontrolofficerbTheareasofconfinementshallhavegatesandentrancestheretosecurelyclosedandlockedandallfencesshallbeproperlymaintainedandescapeproofcWhenoutsidetheenclosureontheownersorkeeperspropertyallguardorattackdogsshallbeunderthedirectandimmediatecontrolofaresponsibleadultwhocanfullycontrolthedogatalltimesdWhenoffthepropertyoftheownerorkeeperallguardorattackdogsshallbeunderrestraintofaresponsibleadultatalltimes
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The
provisionsof
this

section
shall
notapply
to

dogsowned
or
controlled

by
government
law
enforcement
agencies
while
in
the

courseof
their
official
duties
Ord
No
1
99

6
32
1999
Sec

6
43Feces
Removal
a

Definitions
Thefollowing
words
terms
and
phrases

when
used
in
this

section
shall

have

themeaningsascribedtotheminthissubsectionexceptwherethecontextclearlyindicatesadifferentmeaningDogmeansanymemberofthecaninespeciesmaleorfemaleKeepmeanspossessingcontrollingexercisingorallowingadogtorunatlargeOwnermeansanypersonpossessingkeepingharboringorhavingcustodyofadogbRequiredprovisionofdisposalcontainersItshallbeunlawfulforanypersonowningkeepingwalkingorincontrolofanydogtoalloworpermitsuchanimaltodefecateuponanyprivatepropertyownedbyanotherpersoncondominiumcommonelementsstreetsidewalkgutterorotherpublicareaunlesssuchpersonshallremoveallfecessodepositedbysuchdogbeforeleavingtheimmediatepremisesprovidedhoweverthatthetownshallprovideexcrementdisposalcontainersinallpublicparksintowhichapersonmaydepositanyfecesinsteadofremovingsuchfecesfromtheparkpremisescExceptionTheprovisionsofthissectionshallnotapplytoanyvisuallyimpairedpersonwalkingincontrolofaguidedogorbyanypersonwhoisphysicallyunabletoremovesuchfecesdEnforcementofsectionprovisionsForthepurposesofenforcingtheprovisionsofthissectionticketsmaybeissuedbyanypersonsauthorizedtoissueticketsforparkingviolationsthecaninecontrolofficerofthetownorhisagenteAppealAnypersonissuedaticketforviolatinganyoftheprovisionsofthissectionmayappealthe2500finetothetownmanagerandifnecessarytothesuperiorcourtThetownmanagermayfollowingahearingonanysuchappealuponashowingofgoodcausesustaintheappealanddismisstheticketedviolationOrdNo293IIV681993OrdNo299321999Secs644670ReservedDIVISION2VICIOUSORDANGEROUSDOGS



Sec

6
71
Restraint
Every
animal
established
to
be
vicious
or
dangerous
shall
beconfined
by
its
owner
or

authorizedagent
of
its
owner
within
a

building
orsecure
enclosure
as
set
forth
in
section
6
42and
whenever

outsidethe
building

or
secure

enclosureshall
be
securely

muzzledand
restrained

by
aresponsible

adult
withachainhavinga

minimum

tensilestrengthof300poundsandnotmorethansixfeetinlengthorcagedEverypersonharboringananimalestablishedtobeviciousordangerousischargedwithanaffirmativedutytoconfinetheanimalinsuchawayasdefinedinsection642OrdNo1997321999Sec672RegistrationandinsurancerequirementsEveryownerofananimalwhichhasbeenestablishedtobeviciousordangerousshallbesubjecttothefollowingrequirements1Theownershallprovidethetownwithwrittenproofthattheownerhasprocuredliabilityinsuranceinanaggregateamountofnotlessthan10000000fordamageorinjurytopersonsorpropertyPolicycancellationshallconstituteaviolationofthissectionandsubjecttheownertothepenaltiesprovidedinthischapterunlesstheownerprovidesthetownwithwrittenproofthattheviciousordangerousanimalhasbeensoldgivenawaydiedorotherwisedisposedof2TheownerorkeepershalldisplayasignonthepremiseswarningthatthereisaviciousordangerousanimalorguardorattackdogonthepremisesSuchsignshallbevisibletoanyoneenteringthemainentrancetothepremiseswheretheanimalisdomiciledorkeptThesignshallincludebothanapprovedviciousanimallogoandletteringsoastowarnbothchildrenandadultsOrdNo1999321999Secs6736100ReservedARTICLEIIIIMPOUNDMENTSec6101IssuanceofcitationshearingprocedureaInadditiontoanyotherremediesprovidedinthischapterandunderstatelawtheanimalcontrolofficermayseizeimpoundandhumanelyconfinetoananimalshelterorhospitalanyofthefollowing1Anydogwithoutavalidlicenseoridentificationtagwhenrequiredbystatelawortownordinance2AnydogatlargeStatelawreferenceRedemptionofimpoundeddogGS23333
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Anydog
or

animal
constitutinga
public

nuisance
orconsidered

to
bea

vicious
or

dangerousanimal
4

Anydog
or

animal
thatis
in

violation
ofany
quarantine
or

confinement
orderof
the

town
s
animal
control

officer5
Any
unattended
animal
that

is
illinjured
or
otherwise
in

need
ofcare
6
Any
animal
that
is

reasonably

believedtohavebeenabusedorneglected7Anyanimalthatisreasonablysuspectedofhavingrabies8Anydogoranimalwhichananimalcontrolofficerorthepolicehasestablishedisathreattopublichealthandsafety9Anydogoranimalthatanagencyorcourtofcompetentjurisdictionhasorderedimpoundedordestroyedor10AnydogoranimalthatisconsideredunattendedorabandonedsuchasinsituationswheretheownerisdeceasedorhasbeenarrestedincarceratedorevictedbTheanimalcontrolofficermaypetitionthesuperiorcourtforsuchordersasrequiredtoenforcethisarticleOrdNo1998321999Sec6102NoticetoownerandredemptionaUponimpoundmentofananimaltheanimalcontrolofficershallwithin24hoursattempttonotifytheownerbytelephoneorbycertifiedmailIftheownerisunknowntheanimalcontrolofficershalladvertiseforonedayinthelostandfoundcolumnofanewspaperhavingacirculationinthetowndescribingtheanimalimpoundingnumberandthephonenumberoftheshelterbAnownerreclaiminganimpoundedanimalshallpayafeeasdeterminedbythetowncouncilandpublishedinthetownrevenuescheduleforimpoundmentplusanyadvertisingcostsplusboardforeachdaytheanimalisimpoundedplusveterinarycostsincurredbythetowncItshallbethedutyoftheanimalcontrolofficertokeepallimpoundeddogsforaperiodofsevendaysfromthedateofnoticetotheownerbytelephoneorcertifiedmailorpublicationofnoticeAnyanimalnotclaimedbyandreleasedtoitsownerwithinsevendaysafterpublicationornoticeshallbecomethepropertyofthetownandshallbeplacedforadoptioninasuitablehomeoreuthanizedinamannerprescribedbythelocalhumanesociety
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