
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://berlinct-gov.zoom.us/j/82641646431?pwd=DHZM6egPU4u5fEABiG37QtqiZrDsiq.1 

Meeting ID: 826 4164 6431 
Passcode: 932365 


+1-312-626-6799 

TOWN OF BERLIN

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

Tuesday, February 17, 2026
Town Council Chambers (in person)
Remote Meeting
7:00 P.M. 
A. CALL TO ORDER 
B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
C. ROLL CALL
D. PRESENTATION OF PROCLAMATION 
Berlin High School Redcoats Football Team
E. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS
F. MAYOR’S UPDATE 
G. MEETING AGENDA – Immediately Following the Mayor’s Update
H. CONSENT AGENDA:
1. Topic re: Accept donations to the Berlin Animal Control Donation Account for $300.00 and supplies/medical care valued at $275.00. – Animal Control
2. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to approve the request of the Kensington United Methodist Church to waive the $5,550. Building Permit Fee for repairs to the church.  – Building Department
3. Topic re: Waive the bidding process and ratify the action of the Town Manager to enter a contract amendment with Loureiro Engineering of $4,450 for additional soil sampling for off-site soil disposal with the cost funded from the Farmington Avenue Development Loan (State) account. – Economic Development
4. Topic re: Accept monetary donations totaling $2,039.29 and deposit $677.09 into the Friends of the Library Credit Card account for the purchase of three museum pass renewals, program supplies and prizes for several programs and deposit $1,362.20 into the Friends of the Library Miscellaneous account for a children’s program, four museum pass renewals, coffee supplies and program supplies. – Berlin-Peck Memorial Library
5. Topic re: Approve the request by the Berlin High School Ridin’ Redcoats Cycling Club and the Connecticut Cycling Advancement for a Bike Race to take place at the Hatchery Brook Conservation Area on June 6, 2026 with a rain date of June 7, 2026, with the conditions that the applicants work with the Conservation Commission to assure that the trails are in a condition to accommodate a bike race and that the trails will be fully restored after the race; noticing given to surrounding properties, as described; and traffic management be coordinated with the Police Department. – Planning and Zoning
6. Topic re: Approve waiving the fees for hiring one Facility and Grounds employee to cover setup and cleanup for the inaugural movie night sponsored by the Social & Youth Services, at an approximate cost of $600. – Parks and Grounds
I. NEW BUSINESS:
1. Topic re: Appoint ___________ to fill the unexpired term created by George Millerd’s resignation from the Board of Finance. – Town Council
2. Topic re: Approve a tax abatement for M C Barber LLC for a 4,000 square foot expansion at 1427 Berlin Turnpike of 50% in year 1, 40% in year 2, and 30% in year 3 per the town’s tax abatement policy. – Economic Development
3. Topic re: Approve a tax abatement for 131 New Park Drive LLC for a 4,000 square foot expansion at 131 New Park Drive of 50% in year 1, 40% in year 2, and 30% in year 3 per the town’s tax abatement policy. – Economic Development

4. Topic re: Approve utilization of DAS State Contract #24PSX0110 to purchase (4) 2026 Chrysler Voyager LX vans, for an amount not to exceed $200,000 from Roberts Dodge of Meriden Connecticut, to be used by the Berlin Board of Education for student transportation. – Board of Education
5. Topic re: Award bid no. 2025-14 to Friar Architecture of Farmington, CT in the amount of $120,340 which includes a ten percent project contingency for Architectural and Engineering Services related to the upgrades of the science labs at McGee School pending approval of the budget transfers by the Board of Finance and to transfer $27,765 to the McGee Classroom Construction account from the McGee Air Quality account ($9,280), Fire Alarm Update account ($5,000), Radio System Upgrade account ($1,500) and the Supplies account ($11,985), all in the Capital Non-Recurring Fund, pending approval by the Board of Finance. – Facilities
6. Topic re: Discussion and Consideration of Fiscal Year 2027 Priority 1 Capital Requests for Departments 38 and 61. - Facilities
7. Topic re: Presentation on Request FY27 Capital Funds for the McGee Sidewalks. – Parks and Grounds
8. Topic re: Presentation on Request FY27 Capital Funds for Irrigation Pump Sage Park. – Parks and Grounds
9. Topic re: Approve the acceptance of the lease agreement between the Town of Berlin and Prism Academy, allowing town staff to perform the duties outlined in the agreement. – Parks and Grounds
10. Topic re: Award a contract to Marcus Communication for the upgrade and maintenance of the microwave system used by the Fire Department and Department of Public Works as part of the communications infrastructure for an amount not to exceed $85,600 utilizing State CT. DAS #25PSX0125. – Fire Administrator 
11. Topic re: Review and Consideration for Inclusion of Priority One C.I.P. Items in the Proposed FY27 Budget – Municipal Garage

12. Topic re: Waive the bidding requirements (in case of pump failure, or needed repairs), and approve purchasing pumps from Fleet Pump & Service (sole supplier) for an amount of $50,000.00, as this is in the best interest of the Town. – Water Control
13. Topic re: Increase the original bid waiver for S.B. Church to cover unanticipated additional work that was necessary for the redevelopment of Wells #1B and #2A at the Elton Road Wellfield, in the amount of $ 7,500.00, as this is in the best interest of the Town. – Water Control
14. Topic re: Accept the Statement of Need from the Commission for Aging and refer the Senior Center Parking Lot Improvement Project to the Public Building Commission. Also schedule a Town Meeting for Tuesday, March 3, 2025 at 6:45 PM to approve a fiscal year 2026 request for a non-budgeted appropriation of $80,000.00 from the General Fund Unassigned Fund Balance (pending Board of Finance approval) for a design firm to complete design documents, permitting, bid package, and provide bid assistance and construction administration services for the Senior Center Parking Lot Improvement Project. – Public Works

15. Topic re: Receive the blighted properties list from the Town Manager for consideration. – Town Manager 
16. Topic re: Discussion and possible consensus on issues for Charter revision consideration. Initiate the Charter revision process. Appoint the following members to the Charter Revision Commission (this is done within 30 days of forming the commission). Make the following recommendations to the commission for Charter revision. Set the date of May 11, 2026, for the submission of the draft report to the Town Clerk for Town Council review on May 19, 2026. – Town Council
J. APPOINTMENTS:
1. Berlin-Peck Memorial Library Board – Vacancy – Replacement term would be until January 31, 2029. Can be filled with R or U. 
2. Board of Ethics – Vacancy – Alternate – Replacement term would be until January 31, 2029. Can be filled with R or U. 
3. Central Connecticut Health District – Vacancy – Replacement term would be until June 30, 2028. 

4. Commission for Persons with Disabilities – Vacancy – Replacement term would be until January 31, 2029. Can be filled with D, R or U.
5. Conservation Commission – Vacancy – Replacement term would be until January 31, 2028. Can be filled with a D, R or U. 
6. Conservation Commission – Vacancy – Replacement term would be until January 31, 2028. Can be filled with a D, R or U. 
7. Conservation Commission – Vacancy – Alternate - Replacement term would be until January 31, 2031. Can be filled with a D, R or U. 
8. Conservation Commission – Vacancy – Alternate – Replacement term would be until January 31, 2031. Can be filled with a D, R or U (depending on above Alternate appointment). 
9. Constables – 4 Vacancies – Terms would be until December 2027. Can be filled with R, D or U with no more than a bare majority to be from one political party (Section 8-6).
10. Historic District Commission – Vacancy – Alternate – Amy Prescher has resigned. Replacement term would be until March 31, 2027. Can be filled with a D, R or U. 
11. Housing Authority Commission – Vacancy – Michele Yarincik has resigned. Replacement term would be until March 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U. 
12. Housing Authority Commission – Tenant Vacancy – Lisa Salamon has resigned. Replacement term would be until March 31, 2029. Can be filled with a D, R or U (depending on above appointment).
13. Housing Authority Commission – Vacancy – Replacement term would be until March 31, 2030. Can be filled with a D, R or U (depending on above appointment).
14. Inland Wetlands & Water Courses Commission – Vacancy – Replacement term would be until January 31, 2028. Can be filled with a D or U. 
15. Inland Wetlands & Water Courses Commission – Vacancy – Replacement term would be until January 31, 2029. Can be filled with a D or U. 
16. Inland Wetlands & Water Courses Commission – Vacancy – Alternate – Replacement term would be until January 31, 2029. Can be filled with D or U. 
17. Parks and Recreation Commission – Lucas Van Zandt (R) term expired January 31, 2026. Reappointment or replacement term would be until January 31, 2029. Can be filled with D, R or U. 
18. Plainville Area Cable Television Advisory Council (PACTAC) – 2 Vacancies – New terms would be until June 30, 2025. Can be filled with a D, R or U. There are only two members from Berlin for this board.

19. Planning and Zoning Commission – Vacancy – Alternate - Replacement term would be until January 31, 2031. Can be filled with a          D, R or U.

20. Veterans’ Commission – Vacancy – Replacement term would be until January 31, 2029. Can be filled with a D, R or U. 
21. Veterans’ Commission – Vacancy – Replacement term would be until January 31, 2029. Can be filled with D, R or U (depending on the above appointment).  
22. VNA – Vacancy – Replacement term would be until January 31, 2028. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
23. VNA – Vacancy – Replacement term would be until January 31, 2028. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
24. VNA – Vacancy – Replacement term would be until January 31, 2029. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
25. VNA – Vacancy – Replacement term would be until January 31, 2029. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
26. Water Control Commission – Vacancy – Alternate - Replacement term would be until January 31, 2029. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
27. Water Control Commission – Vacancy – Alternate - Replacement term would be until January 31, 2029. Can be filled with a D, R or U (depending on above).
28. Zoning Board of Appeals – Vacancy – Alternate - Replacement term would be until January 31, 2031. Can be filled with a D, R or U. 
29. Zoning Board of Appeals – Vacancy – Alternate - Replacement term would be until January 31, 2031. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
K. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:
L. SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS:
M. COUNCILORS’ COMMUNICATION:
N. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:


February 3, 2026
O. ADJOURNMENT
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