
America 250 | Berlin
Thursday, January 22, 2026 
5:00 PM
Berlin Town Hall
Main Conference Room

Agenda – January 22, 2026

1. Yankee Peddler Day
a. Carrie and Kate will leave this meeting to meet with people who would like to work on the Yankee Peddler Day Committee.
b. Vinny Triglia (American Legion) and Anthony Gagliardi (VFW) will attend the e Yankee Peddler committee meeting. 
c. Historical Society would like to have a presence at this event
2. Discussion concerning the Town Council action to authorize the Town Manager to sign the agreement about the America 250 trademark.
3. Discussion on garden flag.
4. Carrie has reached out to Jeffrey Cronk, Social Studies Department at the High School about generating ideas to get the schools involved.
5. Chris Cote – Theatre Guild of Berlin, Inc. cmcote187@aol.com – 1776
a. April Date – High School – April 26, 2026, 4:00 pm - Sunday
6. Scavenger Hunt – Mary Kathryn LaRose – April
a. Report out from the committee
7. Memorial Day Parade – May 25, 2026
a. Car/Truck – decorations 
b. We have permission to sell at the Memorial Day Ceremony – need volunteers
8. Discussion on sponsoring “The Web They Wove”: Women & Their Wardrobes During New England’s Revolution”. Presented at the Berlin-Peck Memorial Library $425.00. Confirmed for Wednesday, June 24th from 6-7:30 pm 
9. Discussion on Fireworks – there maybe ways to do it less expensively.
10. Berlin Historical Society will be decorating the library’s lobby display case in celebration of America 250 for the month of July 2026 
a. Historical Society will plan 250 related programming throughout the year.
i. April 11 – Program on the life of a Revolutionary War soldier
ii. Spring – 250 themed activity with the town’s 2nd graders during their tour at the Historical Society Museum. 
iii. October – Program involving Worthington Meeting House, Berlin Free Library and Berlin Cong. Church 
11. Berlin Free Library – Wendy Kontogouris 
a. https://www.instagram.com/pawtuxetrangers?utm_source=qr&igsh=YzZ3cmgyemVoZnd6
12. Peggy Lajoie, President Kensington Garden Club. mlaj123@sbcglobal.net 
a. Plant Sale – May 16, 2026, VFW
b. Permission to sell merchandise at the VFW
13. Grants/Fundraising
a. Marjorie Moore Charitable Foundation 
b. Letters to Businesses
14. America 250 CT – State Meeting from January 20, 2026  https://ct250.org/events/
a. The American Revolution – Ken Burns Watch Parties: The American Revolution premieres on PBS on November 16, 2025. The library held a screening and discussion on Monday, January 5th.
b. Nationwide Bell Ringing: Saturday, July 4, 2026 – Join participants nationwide in ringing a bell at 2:00 PM. – Churches and other organizations – also citizens. Mary Ann Massario 
Carrie received the following email: I am Corinne Terlecky, director of music at Kensington Congregational church.  I spoke with Mary Ann Massirio about the celebrations taking place in Berlin to celebrate the 250th anniversary, .   
I am not able to attend the meeting on Thursday. I have reached out to the music leadership at Berlin Congregational church, Berlin Methodist Church and Bethany Covenant Church about performing a patriotic piece for handbells for the July 8 Spirit of America event.   
Please keep me informed as this program develops and I will see what I can do to support it musically through our area church music programs.   

c. America’s Potluck – Sunday, July 5, 2026 – Join Utah’s state commission & others around the country in hosting a potluck, big or small! Neighborhood Picnics will be encouraged
i. Kensington Garden Club
ii. Hungerford Nature Center
d. The Spirit of America: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 – Join Hawaii’s state commission in housing a reading of the declaration of Independence on the 250th anniversary of the date the Declaration of Independence was originally read to the public.
i. Theatre Guild – reading of the Declaration of Independence
ii. Gettysburg Address (by memory!) – Anita Fitzsimmons (member of KGC)
15. Associations/Groups -
a. Kensington Garden Club – Peggy Lajoie, President mlaj123@sbcglobal.net 
b. Dr. Tami Christopher, Executive Director New Britain Youth Museum/Hungerford Nature Center 860.827.9064 tamichristopher@nbymhnc.org 
c. Berlin Free Library - Berlin Free Library Association - Wendy Kontogouris berlinfreelibrary@gmail.com 
d. Chris Cote – Theatre Guild of Berlin, Inc. cmcote187@aol.com
e. America Legion – Cindi Mckinnon -860-798-0039  Mckinnonc@comcast.net 
f. Berlin Lion’s Club Vinnie Monsonis vincent.j.monsonis@pfizer.com 
g. BHS: Jeff Cronk jcronk@berlinschools.org and Lynn Addamo laddamo@berlinschools.org 
16. Next meetings – February 5 and 19, 2026. 
