




















































































































































































































































2025-10-21 Town Council Meeting Minutes 

 

 1 

9Join Zoom Meeting  

https://berlinct-gov.zoom.us/j/83598990268?pwd=2kNWDCunv2moUQuuLZWcT5g0bzdVbv.1  

Meeting ID: 835 9899 0268  

Passcode: 705888  

+1-309-205-3325 

 

TOWN OF BERLIN 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

Tuesday, October 21, 2025 

Town Council Chambers (in person) 

Remote Meeting 

7:00 P.M.  

 

A. CALL TO ORDER: 

Mayor Kaczynski called the Town Council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

C. ROLL CALL: 

 

Those in attendance were:  Councilor Kate Atkinson 

     Councilor Sandra Coppola 

Mayor Mark Kaczynski 

Councilor Charles Paonessa 

Councilor Mark Pruzin 

Councilor Peter Rosso 

     Councilor Donna Veach 

 

Also in attendance:   Town Manager Ryan Curley 

      Corporation Counsel Jeffrey Donofrio 

 

D. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: 

 

Cornel Boudria, 115 Skinner Road – Mr. Boudria stated that his nonpartisan community 

organization, Grassroots Berlin, was previously denied the ability to host bingo at the Berlin Senior 

Center. He questioned why the proposed Senior Center Event Policy was not on tonight’s agenda 

and asked that the Council clarify its’ position on the Policy and ensure that no organization 

regardless of viewpoint is ever excluded from civic participation. 

 

Sallie Caliandri, 60 Apple Tree Crossing, via Zoom – Ms. Caliandri stated that she is the Town’s 

Historian, a member of the Berlin Historical Society, and supports the Berlin Land Trust’s efforts to 

purchase the Augustus Moore Homestead. 

 

Rich Gagliardi, 1278 High Road – Mr. Gagliardi stated that he was asked to read a letter addressed 

to the Town Council from Lorraine Stub of the Berlin Historical Society.  Ms. Stub’s letter is 

attached to these minutes. 
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Mr. Gagliardi stated that he is also the Vice President of the Berlin Land Trust and asks for the Town 

Council’s support of the Nelson Augustus Moore house preservation efforts. 

 

David Vogt, 14 Canoe Birch Court – Mr. Vogt stated that he is on the Board of the Berlin Land 

Trust and supports the preservation of the Nelson Augustus Moore property. 

 

Marie Lipski, 405 Southington Road – Ms. Lipski stated that the Nelson Augustus Moore property 

is a gem and once it’s gone it’s gone forever.   

 

John Loughery, 33 Quarry Lane – Mr. Loughery stated that he is a teacher of Art History but was 

unaware that a significant 19th century American painter was born and spent his life in Kensington.  

The home on the property certainly deserves to be on list of historic homes in Connecticut.  Mr. 

Loughery supports the efforts of the Berlin Land Trust to preserve this property, adding that it would 

be a great addition to Berlin’s cultural heritage. 

 

Melissa Davis, 53 Westview Terrace – Ms. Davis stated that she volunteers for the Berlin Land 

Trust and agrees with what others before he said adding that the 27 acres includes habitat for 

wildlife.  

 

Joseph Porcaro, 22 Robbins Road – Mr. Porcaro stated he is the Treasurer of the Berlin Land Trust 

and strongly advocates for the preservation of the Moore property on High Road as it contains an 

historical component of the stone house. 

 

Mary Kathryn LaRose, 26 Woodruff Lane – Ms. LaRose stated that she is a member of the Berlin 

Land Trust and as Berlin grows it is still important to preserve its’ history.  Modern homes have 

been constructed across from the Moore property on High Road which has changed the character of 

the area.   

 

Ms. LaRose added that she is also a member of the Conservation Commission and the Fontanella 

property purchase, which is on tonight’s agenda, was discussed at the last meeting.  Discussion 

included public access to the property which is a requirement of the grant.  Ms. LaRose is hoping 

that parking with close access to the trails will be considered that won’t infringe on the neighboring 

homeowners on Summit Wood Drive. 

 

Greg Starr, 59 Hudson Street – Mr. Starr stated that he is a member of the nonpartisan Grassroots 

Berlin, and he still questions why the group was not allowed to call bingo at the Senior Center.  

Mayor Kaczynski stated that the Policy is still being reviewed. 

 

Mr. Starr also expressed disappointment with Councilor Paonessa’s comments at a prior Town 

Council meeting regarding Grassroots Berlin and questioned why the Mayor did not contact the 

Senior Center Director or the Commission on Aging if he had concerns about the group holding an 

event at the Center. 

 

Mr. Starr questioned comments that Mayor Kaczynski made regarding the YMCA constructing a 

facility in Berlin.  Mayor Kaczynski gave a brief synopsis of the Town’s Community Center/Senior 
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Center exploration process which became cost prohibitive.  The YMCA has approached the Town 

with interest in building in Berlin so that option is currently being explored. 

 

David Wemett, Newington – Mr. Wemett stated that he is the Program Chair of the Appalachian 

Mountain Club and a member of the Berlin Land Trust.  He also supports the acquisition of the 

Moore property. 

 

Carmelina Cooper, 222 Summit Wood Drive – Ms. Cooper stated that she does not support the 

placement of a parking lot for trail access from Summit Wood Drive.  The area is dark and remote 

and already used by people for gatherings and parties. Ms. Cooper added that it currently takes 

police 20 to 30 minutes to respond when she has called about activity on the street. She suggests that 

parking should be placed in a more visible area such as along the Chamberlain Highway. 

 

Councilor Veach stated that she has walked the property, and she has the same concerns that Ms. 

Cooper has regarding parking in that area, adding that no decision has been made regarding parking. 

 

Lt. Jobes of the Berlin Police Department – Lt. Jobes stated that he will research the response times 

for the Summit Wood Drive area tomorrow.  He will also inform the Patrol Division to make more 

checks in that area. 

 

Doug Sanders, 336 Summit Wood Drive – Mr. Sanders stated that he uses the hiking trails in the 

Summit Wood Drive area and wanted to make sure to differentiate between the hikers and parking.  

He added that he met with the Town Planner to discuss issues in the area including access as well as 

refuse including burned out cars left in the area.  

 

Betsy Piskorski, 249 Winesap Road – Ms. Piskorski stated that she lives on the street that is used to 

access Bicentennial Park, so she understands the concerns about traffic and gatherings adding that it 

is a problem when parking area is placed in a residential area.  Cars do still come to the area at night, 

and she would prefer that the park entrance from her street be removed as there are other entrances 

that do not impact neighborhoods like hers. 

 

Councilor Veach stated that she has been a resident of High Road for many years and that the 

beauty of the Moore property was what brought her to the area. She believes that it is important to 

try to preserve the heritage in this community and she gives her full support of the preservation 

project. 
 

E. MAYOR’S UPDATE: 

 

The Worthington Meeting House 250th Anniversary celebration was held on Saturday.  A 

proclamation was presented by the Mayor. 

 

Today is the one-year anniversary of the Hawthorne Fire. 

 

F. MEETING AGENDA – Immediately Following the Mayor’s Update 

 

G. CONSENT AGENDA: 
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1. Topic re: Accept donations to the Berlin Animal Control Donation Account for $305.00 and 

supplies/medical care valued at $350.00. – Animal Control 

2. Topic re: Accept monetary donations totaling $850.14 and deposit $732.22 into the Friends of 

the Library Miscellaneous account for one children’s program, coffee supplies and child/teen 

program supplies, and deposit $117.92 into the Friends of the Library Credit Card account for 

the purchase of program supplies and move to accept the donation of puzzles with an 

estimated value of $225.00 to be used for programs. – Berlin-Peck Memorial Library 

3. Topic re: Accept the donations of $350.00 and appropriate the funds to the Police K9 Program 

Expenditure Account. – Police  

4. Topic re: Approve waiving the Police Traffic Control and Town fees in the approximate 

amount of $ 2, 235.60 for the Theatre Guild of Berlin’s Winter Children’s Show-Annie, Jr. 

which will take place on December 7, 2025 at Berlin High School Auditorium. - Police 

5. Topic re: Approve waiving the Police Traffic Control fees for the Hungerford Nature Center 

2025 Pumpkin Palooza in the approximate amount of $1,278.80. - Police 

6. Topic re: Approve waiving the Police Traffic Control fees for the Annual Christmas Tree 

Lighting in the approximate amount of $2,475.60 that will take place on November 29, 2025 on 

Main Street.  - Police 

 

7. Topic re: Approve waiving the Police Traffic Control fees in the estimated amount of $ 

5,670.10 for the Powerhouse Gym Thanksgiving Day 5K that will take place on Thursday, 

November 27,2025 in Berlin. – Police 
 

8. Topic re: Approve Berlin High School Class of 2026 to sell merchandise at Berlin High School 

events at Sage Park during the remainder of the 2025 – 2026 school year. 

 

Councilor Paonessa moved to accept the Consent Agenda as presented. 

 

Seconded by Councilor Veach. 

 

Vote being 7-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

 

H. NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Topic re: Waive the Town’s purchasing requirements and approve Turnpike Motors of 

Newington, CT to repair MP#0335 Engine #10’s rust as outlined in their quote #074497 and 

#054012 for an amount not to exceed $46,151.95, as this is in the best interest of the town. – 

Fire Administration 

Fire Manager Jim Simmons stated that the Town Council previously approved funding for rust repair 

to the main body of Engine 10 which is stationed at the Fleet Garage.  Additional rust was 

discovered by Turnpike Motors during the body disassembly leading to additional costs. This request 
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is to increase the previously approved funding by $12,570.18 for those added repairs.  Funding is 

available in the Vehicle Reserve account. 

Councilor Paonessa moved to waive the Town’s purchasing requirements and approve Turnpike 

Motors of Newington, CT to repair MP#0335 Engine #10’s rust as outlined in their quote #074497 

and #054012 for an amount not to exceed $46,151.95, as this is in the best interest of the town. 

Seconded by Councilor Veach. 

 

Vote being 7-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

 

2. Topic re: Rescind authorization for the Town Manager to apply for a State of Connecticut 

LOCIP grant approved by the Town Council at their January 9, 2024, Special Meeting and 

authorize the Town Manager to apply for a State of Connecticut LOCIP grant for $327,563.68 

for renovations to the Sage Park parking lot and Suranna Drive and appropriate the funds to 

the LOCIP – Sage Park Parking Lot Project account, pending OPM approval. – Public Works 

Town Manager Curley introduced this item stating that the State of Connecticut Office of Policy and 

Management is working with towns to expend remaining balances in old entitlement grant programs.  

The Town of Berlin has $327,563.68 in entitlement funds and this motion proposes to use those 

remaining funds to renovate the Sage Park parking lot, and if funds remain, renovate Suranna Drive 

which is the entrance to Sage Park. 

Public Works Director Mike Ahern added that after applying for LOCIP grant funds for the 

replacement of on-course bridges at Timberlin Golf Course, the Town was notified that approvals 

would be required from the Army Corps of Engineers, as well as other State and Local authorities 

which would take considerable time. 

The Town was advised that by using local funds the approval process would be more streamlined 

and could be funded using the existing Athletic Facilities (2025) bond ordinance when all approvals 

are obtained.  Therefore, the first part of this request is to rescind the prior authorization for the 

Town Manager to apply for the LOCIP grant. 

State Representative Donna Veach stated that the State Bond Commission has not held their last two 

meetings, so she is uncertain if funding is still available.  She suggests moving forward with 

approval of this item and coming back to it if there are any funding issues.  Representative Veach 

stated she will reach out to the Bond Commission again. 

Councilor Paonessa moved to rescind authorization for the Town Manager to apply for a State of 

Connecticut LOCIP grant approved by the Town Council at their January 9, 2024, Special Meeting. 

Seconded by Councilor Veach. 

 

Vote being 7-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

 

Councilor Paonessa moved to authorize the Town Manager to apply for a State of Connecticut 

LOCIP grant for $327,563.68 for renovations to the Sage Park parking lot and Suranna Drive and 
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appropriate the funds to the LOCIP – Sage Park Parking Lot Project account, pending OPM 

approval. 

Seconded by Councilor Veach. 

 

Vote being 7-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

 

3. Topic re: Award the Connectivity funded Sidewalk Project No. 2026-02 with segments on Four 

Rod Road, Kensington Road, Norton Road, Percival Avenue, and Robbins Road to the low 

bidder, Detour Construction of Lowell, MA in the amount of $477,485.00, and to authorize the 

Town Manager to enter into change orders not to exceed $47,748 and to sign related 

documents after Corporation Counsel review (including a Project Authorization Letter) as 

required by the CT Department of Transportation for the base contract. – Public Works 

Public Works Director Ahern stated that the Town received a 2023 Connectivity Grant in the amount 

of $780,000 which was based on the Engineer’s original 2023 construction cost estimate.  The Town 

was required to provide a local match of $131,500.  The base project currently includes sidewalk 

sections on Four Rod Road, Kensington Road, Norton Road, Percival Avenue, and Robbins Road. 

Nine bids were received for the project with the low bidder being Detour Construction of Ludlow, 

MA.  Their bid of $477,485 was substantially lower than most other bidders so a thorough review 

was done to make sure there were no unit cost or other errors made.  Staff checked Detour’s 

references and found that they recently completed a $1 million project with the City of West 

Hartford which was very satisfied with Detour’s work. 

With over $900,000 of available funding this leaves funds that could be applied to other sidewalk 

sections and/or construction administration if approved by the Department of Transportation.  Once 

approved Mr. Ahern will return to the Town Council with a recommended plan for use of the 

remaining project funds. 

Councilor Paonessa moved to award the Connectivity funded Sidewalk Project No. 2026-02 with 

segments on Four Rod Road, Kensington Road, Norton Road, Percival Avenue, and Robbins Road 

to the low bidder, Detour Construction of Lowell, MA in the amount of $477,485.00, and to 

authorize the Town Manager to enter into change orders not to exceed $47,748 and to sign related 

documents after Corporation Counsel review (including a Project Authorization Letter) as required 

by the CT Department of Transportation for the base contract. 

Seconded by Councilor Veach. 

 

Vote being 7-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

 

4. Topic re: Authorize the execution by the Town Manager of an extension to a Connecticut 

Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services grant for Community Center Planning. 

– Public Works/Economic Development 

Town Manager Curley stated that the Town received a $750,000 grant from the Connecticut 

Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (the Department) for Community Center 
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planning.  The grant period is set to expire on December 31, 2025 and the Town requested an 

extension to December 31, 2029 which the Department agreed to.  Over $500,000 of those funds 

remain. 

The Town Manager explained to the State the conversations the Town had with the YMCA on the 

project and inquired if the funds could be used as a pass-through to the YMCA so they could 

conduct a feasibility study on the property.  The State stated that as long as it fits into the criteria of 

the bond authorization those funds can be used.  

Town Manager Curley stated that the YMCA would like to have another meeting with the Town.  

Councilor Paonessa moved to authorize the execution by the Town Manager of an extension to a 

Connecticut Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services grant for Community Center 

Planning.  

 Seconded by Councilor Veach. 

 

Vote being 7-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

 

5. Topic re: Authorize the execution by the Town Manager of an extension to a STEAP Grant 

through the Connecticut Department of Economic and Community Development for the Steele 

Boulevard Park Project. – Economic Development/Public Works 

Town Manager Curley stated that the Town received a $500,000 STEAP Grant for the Steele 

Boulevard Park Project and that grant is set to expire on December 8, 2025.  The Town requested an 

extension of that grant to December 8, 2027. 

Councilor Paonessa moved to authorize the execution by the Town Manager of an extension to a 

STEAP Grant through the Connecticut Department of Economic and Community Development for 

the Steele Boulevard Park Project. 

Seconded by Councilor Veach. 

 

Vote being 7-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

 

6. Topic re: Discussion of Efforts to Preserve the Augustus Moore Homestead. – Economic 

Development/Planning and Zoning 

Town Planner Maureen Guisti introduced Honor Lawler, Project Manager for the Trust for Public 

Land. 

Ms. Lawler stated that the Trust for Public Land (TPL) creates parks and protects land throughout 

the country.  TPL does not hold land, but they help local land trusts, municipalities, State and 

Federal governments acquire the properties they wish to protect.  In doing so TPL takes away a lot 

of the risk that land trusts and communities are often burdened with.  They have created access to 

over 4.5 million acres of public land. 
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TPL will negotiate with the current landowner, secure financing, work with communities to organize 

support, carry out the contract, and convey the property to the final owner.  By doing so, they 

remove the uncertainties of bureaucracy. 

The Nelson Augustus Moore Homestead acquisition would protect 27 acres of rolling hills and 

forest, and create an open space and nature preserve for all to enjoy. The stone house on the property 

will be part of the purchase.  Opportunities for the property include recreational use, community 

connections through farmer’s markets or historic interest, and the ability to connect nature with the 

arts. 

TPL is under contract to purchase the property by early 2026 at a cost of $1.7 million which is fair 

market value. They have secured a State grant of $822,500 in partnership with the Berlin Land Trust 

which is 65% of the value of 20 of the 27 acres as structures are not included.  Ms. Lawler stated that 

TPL has a good outlook for funding, especially after Berlin recently joined the Federal Highlands 

Conservation Act program. 

Ms. Lawler added that funding could also come from private foundations and individuals, as well as 

possible municipal contribution.  There are circumstances when it is necessary that TPL can 

purchase the land and hold it until all funding is obtained.  In the case of the Moore property there 

was a developer with a right of first refusal that required TPL to make an offer with such a short time 

to close.  They will be borrowing money for the purchase, and they will need to determine if they 

will be purchasing by the end of this year but if prospects for additional funding do not look good, 

they will need to make a tough choice about moving forward. 

Councilor Veach offered letters of support in her position of State Representative.  The Mayor and 

Town Council offered support for the property’s preservation. 

NO ACTION TAKEN 

7. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to enter into an amendment to the agreement to buy 

the property known as Map 25-4, Block 74 Lot 49, 0 Chamberlain Highway for a reduced 

purchase price of $95,000, subject to review and approval of Corporation Counsel, and to 

authorize use of $7,000 in additional funds from the local grant match account for costs related 

to the property acquisition. – Economic Development 

Town Manager Curley stated that the Town Council previously authorized the Town Manager to 

enter into a purchase agreement to acquire the Fontanella property on Chamberlain Highway for 

$100,000 and to apply for a grant from the State for 65% of fair market value. 

The property appraisal came in at $95,000 therefore reducing the State grant, and the survey, 

appraisal, and appraisal reviews costs were more than projected. The sellers did agree to lower the 

purchase price to the appraised value which leaves a funding gap of $6,700 however funds are 

available in the local grant match account. 

Town Planner Maureen Guisti stated that parking for property access is a requirement of the grant 

and that is being researched by staff, CFPA, and the Conservation Commission.  Councilor Veach 

stated that she confirmed with Public Grounds Supervisor Steve Wood that no parking lot or parking 

spaces have been planned for the area at the end of Summit Wood Drive. 
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Councilor Paonessa moved to authorize the Town Manager to enter into an amendment to the 

agreement to buy the property known as Map 25-4, Block 74 Lot 49, 0 Chamberlain Highway for a 

reduced purchase price of $95,000, subject to review and approval of Corporation Counsel, and to 

authorize use of $7,000 in additional funds from the local grant match account for this purpose. 

Seconded by Councilor Veach. 

 

Vote being 7-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

 

8. Topic re: Approve the Project Manager position within the Public Works Department. – Town 

Manager 

Town Manager Curley stated that in recent years the Town has taken on a significantly greater 

number of infrastructure and capital improvement projects, many of which require coordination 

between the Public Works Department, the Public Building Commission, vendors, and other 

departments. The Town previously maintained a Project Manager position within the Public Works 

Department to assist with oversight and coordination of these construction and improvement 

projects.   

There is also additional need for assistance with the preparation and administration of various grant 

programs.  A Project Manager will strengthen the Town’s ability to manage these programs and 

ensure continued success utilizing external funding. The Project Manager will report directly to the 

Public Works Director and will be a part of the Middle Management Union. 

Mr. Curley added that if Town Council approves this position tonight it would then need to go to the 

Board of Finance.  He would like the position to begin at the beginning of 2026.  Funding is 

available in the Economic Development Professional Services as well as townwide accounts. 

Councilor Paonessa believes this is an important position, adding that contracts are getting more 

complex and there could provide cost savings in the long run.  Town Manager Curley added that he 

is hopeful that Economic Development Coordinator Jim Mahoney will remain in his reduced hours 

for the foreseeable future to assist with grant writing, however the Assistant Town Planner has 

worked with him on a recent grant, and the new Project Manager will assist going forward. 

Councilor Paonessa moved to approve the Project Manager position within the Public Works 

Department.  

Seconded by Councilor Veach. 

 

Vote being 7-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

 

I. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT: 

• The YMCA has been provided with their requested documentation.  Don Rittman will be 

setting up a meeting with YMCA CEO John Benigni.  The Town Manager and Mayor 

Kaczynski participated in meetings with Don Rittman and the YMCA’s architect engineer 

over the summer.  The Town has received confirmation from the State that grant funds 
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received in the past can be used as a pass-through to the YMCA to do a feasibility study. He 

hopes the next meeting with the YMCA will be in the next few weeks. 

• Scope reviews for architect engineers for the Splash Pad project are going to be conducted 

next week.   

• A noise complaint about Bright Feeds was received from a resident and an unannounced 

sound check was conducted by SHA, the Town’s sound engineer, both at the facility as well 

as on Worthington Ridge.  The results for the nighttime testing showed that Bright Feeds was 

one decibel above Berlin’s ordinance which SHA deems negligible.  The Town Manager 

spoke with Bright Feeds about adding some type of noise barrier wall as well as additional 

noise mitigation at their plant.  He will also inquire about the possibility of a relation between 

the sound complaints and Eversource switching from wood to metal poles. 

• Early voting began on October 20th.   

• Board of Education Finance Director Ashley Dorsey identified additional eligibility for Open 

Choice Funding which will soon bring in additional funding from the State. 

• The Town Manager and Corporation Counsel received a request from an individual that has a 

Tax Abatement agreement with the Town requesting the Town revisit the Tax Abatement 

Ordinance. 

Corporation Counsel Donofrio added that the Town’s Tax Abatement program was revised in 

January 2024 and the Statute changes periodically therefore the program as well as the 

concerns of the individual need to be reviewed.  

J. SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

The Ordinance Committee will meet on November 25th at 6:00 p.m. 

K. COUNCILORS’ COMMUNICATION: 

Councilor Pruzin stated that there was no communication sent out regarding the ribbon cutting at 

Chipotle.  Councilors stated that it was discussed at the last Town Council meeting, however it was 

agreed that it was an oversight that an email was not sent out. 

Councilor Pruzin stated that he has reviewed the Town’s Purchasing Policy, and he believes that the 

Council should receive documentation that the Town Manager and the Finance Director approve of 

any bid waivers being requested.  It was stated that the Finance Director provides Sufficiency of 

Funds with the agenda items, and the Town Manager approves the agenda item. Councilor Pruzin 

added that Sections 2.1 and 2.2 of the Purchasing Policy need to be modified as they contain errors 

related to the Town’s bidding procedures. 

Councilor Pruzin expressed his displeasure with bid waivers.  Town Manager Curley stated that 

many times you need to consider the relationship that you have with a vendor as part of the process 

as it could be in the Town’s best interest.  He added that for each bid waiver that has been done there 

has always been a reason behind it. 
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Corporation Counsel Donofrio stated that some larger municipalities identify conditions under which 

bids can be waived, and typically they are related to specialized services.  There should also be 

limitations on the number of consecutive years a contract can be in place without putting it out to bid 

as there are changes in the market. 

Councilor Coppola asked if the Town Manager had any information regarding the lack of water in 

Stockings Brook.  The Town Manager stated that Water Control Manager Ray Jarema stated that the 

state is experiencing a drought which could be contributing to it.  He will continue to monitor it with 

Mr. Jarema. 

Councilor Coppola stated that the original plans for the H2O Farm on Chamberlain Highway called 

for underground electrical, however the electrical installed appears to be running up not down.  

There is concern because the owners have not followed a number of items in their original plans.  

Town Manager Curley stated that he will follow up with the Town Planner. 

L. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:   October 7, 2025 

 

Councilor Paonessa moved to accept the Town Council meeting minutes of October 7, 2025 as 

presented. 

 

Seconded by Councilor Veach. 

 

Those voting in favor: Councilor Atkinson, Councilor Coppola, Councilor Paonessa, Councilor 

Pruzin, Councilor Veach, Mayor Kaczynski. 

 

Abstain: Councilor Rosso 

 

Vote being 6-0-1 (MOTION CARRIED) 

 

M. ADJOURNMENT: 

Councilor Paonessa moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:47 p.m. 

Seconded by Councilor Rosso. 

Vote being 7-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

 

Submitted by, 

 

Kathryn J. Wall 

Clerk of the Meeting 
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ELECTED OFFICIALS WILL BE SWORN INTO OFFICE AT 6:00 P.M. IN THE 

ROTUNDA OF THE BERLIN TOWN HALL.  THIS WILL BE DONE IN PERSON. 

 

Berlin Town Council Chambers is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.  

Join Zoom Meeting  

https://berlinct-

gov.zoom.us/j/88161808962?pwd=m76ayRzRAAcQc3Inhl5Wq691zPOoHg.1  

Meeting ID: 881 6180 8962  

Passcode: 073864  

+1-301-715-8592 

 

 

TOWN OF BERLIN 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

November 18, 2025 

Town Council Chambers 

7:00 P.M. 

 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER: 

 

Mayor Kaczynski called the Town Council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

C. ROLL CALL: 

 

 Those in attendance were:  Councilor Sandra Coppola 

Mayor Mark Kaczynski 

Councilor Charles Paonessa 

Councilor Mark Pruzin 

Councilor Peter Rosso 

     Councilor Donna Veach 

 

Absent:    Councilor Kate Atkinson 

 

Also in attendance:   Town Manager Ryan Curley 

      Corporation Counsel Jeffrey Donofrio 

 

D. MEETING AGENDA 

 

E. NEW BUSINESS:  
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1. Topic re: Approve an extension of Ciulia & Donofrio LLP to continue as 

Corporation Counsel of the Town of Berlin for a period of two years, 

through and including the organizational meeting of the Town Council 

following the 2027 general municipal election. – Town Council 

 

Town Manager Curley congratulated the Town Council on their reappointment 

and stated that with that the Charter calls for the reappointment of a Corporation 

Counsel for the Town. 

 

The proposal from current Corporation Counsel Ciulla & Donofrio LLP includes 

a slight rate increase adding that there have only been two rate increases in the 

past ten years. 

 

Councilor Veach stated that she supports the extension of the contract, adding that 

the rate increase percentage is minimal and she appreciates the work they do for 

the Town. 

 

Councilor Paonessa moved to approve an extension of Ciulla & Donofrio LLP to 

continue as Corporation Counsel of the Town of Berlin for a period of two years, 

through and including the organizational meeting of the Town Council following 

the 2027 general municipal election. 

 

Seconded by Councilor Veach. 

 

Those voting in favor: Councilor Coppola, Councilor Paonessa, Councilor Pruzin, 

Councilor Rosso, Councilor Veach, Mayor Kaczynski. 

 

Vote being 6-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

 

2. Topic re: Appointment of Town Council members to Sub-Committees 

 

Town Manager Curley stated that the appointment of Town Council members to 

Sub-Committees is another task of the organizational meeting.  A list of the 

current sub-committees and their members was provided and is attached to these 

minutes. 

 

The Council members present stated that they would like to continue in their 

current roles. 

 

Standing Committees: 

a. Ordinance Committee (3-5 members) 

b. Rules and Procedures Committee (2-3 members) 

 

Other Committees: 

c. Calendar Committee (1 member) 

d. Community Conversations (1-2 members) 
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e. Connecticut Conference of Municipalities (1member) 

f. Fire Services Committee (4 members) 

g. Manager’s Evaluation (7 members) 

h. Mattabessett Watershed (1 member) 

i. Meeting House (1 member) 

j. Playing Fields Committee (2-4 members) 

 

Councilor Paonessa moved to approve the standing Sub-Committees as presented. 

 

Seconded by Councilor Veach. 

 

Those voting in favor: Councilor Coppola, Councilor Paonessa, Councilor Pruzin, 

Councilor Rosso, Councilor Veach, Mayor Kaczynski. 

 

Vote being 6-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

 

 

Councilor Veach stated she is looking forward to working with the Town Council for 

another two years, adding that she feels everyone works well together. 

 

Councilor Paonessa congratulated everyone stating that it was a good campaign and 

everyone worked hard. 

 

Councilor Rosso stated that the Town Council is here to cooperate and do what is best 

for the Town.   

 

Mayor Kaczynski stated that local government is where things get done and where 

you can see things through from beginning to end for residents and for the good of the 

town. 

 

F. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

Councilor Paonessa moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:11 p.m. 

 

Seconded by Councilor Veach. 

 

Those voting in favor: Councilor Coppola, Councilor Paonessa, Councilor Pruzin, 

Councilor Rosso, Councilor Veach, Mayor Kaczynski. 

 

Vote being 6-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

 

 

Submitted by, 

 

Kathryn J. Wall 

Clerk of the Meeting 


