TOWN OF BERLIN
Parks and Recreation Commission
230 Kensington Road « Berlin, CT 06037

Thursday, October 9, 2025
6:00 p.m.
238 Kensington Road, Berlin, CT 06037
MEETING

Join Zoom meeting

https://berlinct-

gov.zoom.us/(/826699559902pwd=FgjDGcU39gnhbPcxROQOFgqqCzZWCBZ. 1 &ampDeviceld=fffd6e5b
-ce76-47ad-8a44-6d706d50de59&ampSessionld=1759333316053

Meeting ID 826 6995 5990

Meeting Passcode: 836549

By Phone (tolls may apply): +1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

Meeting Agenda
1. Audience of Citizens

2. Approval of Minutes
a. September 18, 2025

(V8]

Consent Agenda
a. Request by Berlin High School Class of 2026 to sell merchandise (blankets, umbrellas,
kevchains, string backpacks) at sporting events at Sage Park for the remainder of the
2025/2026 school year.

4. Parks and Recreation
a. Monthly Report
b. Fee Schedule Discussion

5. Parks & Grounds
a. Monthly Report

b. Signage Discussion

6. Adjournment



TOWN OF BERLIN
Parks and Recreation Commission
230 Kensington Road + Berlin, CT 06037

Thursday, September 18, 2025
6:00 p.m.
238 Kensington Road, Berlin, CT 06037
MEETING

ATTENDANCE:
Commissioners Present: Lucas VanZandt- Chairman, Jason Pelletier on Zoom, Tony Butrimas,
Christine Vale da Serra, Kerin Heemsoth at 6:02 PM

Staff Present:
Jen Ochoa, Director of Community, Recreation and Park Services
Steve Wood, Superintendent of Parks & Grounds

Chairman Lucas VanZandt called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Meeting Agenda

Audience of Citizens

Lisa Deseno, 212 Beckley Rd., discusses donation of $500 towards a 6 foot Parks and
Grounds bench and a plaque valued at S360 to be installed on the bench in honor of Dan
Cleland, who has passed from ALS. The bench will be placed at Pistol Creek.

Approval of Minutes July 10, 2025
Commissioner Butrimas moved to approved minutes for July 10, 2025

Seconded by Commissioner Vale da Serra.

Those voting in favor: Chairman Lucas VanZandt, Commissioner Christine Vale da Serra,
Commissioner Jason Pelletier, Commissioner Tony Butrimas

Those Abstained: Kerin Heemsoth

Vote Being: 4-0-1 (MOTION CARRIED)

Consent Agenda
a. Request by Lisa Deseno for approval of donation of $300 towards a 6 foot Parks and Grounds
bench and a plaque valued at $360 to be installed on the bench in honor of Dan Cleland. The
bench will be placed at Pistol Creek.
b. Request by Berlin High School Boosters Association to hang presented banners at named
locations for the 2023 - 2026 school year.
¢. Request acceptance of the donation of the below signs to replace the existing signs at the press
box at Scalise Field by an Anonymous Donor. The total value of all signs is $2,000.

1. 2 metal Welcome signs, one faces the field, one faces the parking lot, size is 60*

X 36"

ii. Women's Soccer State Champions Sign, size is 40" X 26"

iii. Football State Champions Sign, size is 40" X 26"
d. Request acceptance of donation of yard signs {2' X 3%) to be placed at the following



locations on the mornings of Berlin High School Football varsity football games and to be
removed the morning after from Mark Holmes; Sage Park, Berlin High School, McGee Middle
School, Hubbard Elementary School, Griswold Elementary School, Citgo Park and Hetferman
Park. The signs are valued at $3.50 each. Request by Ron Bosco of Berlin Lions Charities to be
able to sell luminaries at Berlin High School home football games on October 30, 2025 and
November 7, 2025. Funds raised will go towards local Veterans in need.

f. Request acceptance of a donation by Matson Farm of a maximum of 10 straw/hay bales, valued
at approximately $100 to be used for our Scarecrow Contest for the 2025 Scarecrow
Festival.

g. Request by CCC (Central CT Conference) to charge a fee of $10 for adults, $3
forstudents/seniors for a tournament to take place at Scalise Field, Sage Park on October 25.

2025 (10AM - 5:30PM) and October 28, 2025 (3:30PM - 9PM).

H. Request by CCC (Central CT Conference) to have ficld usage fees and light fees, not to exceed
an amount of $1370 waives for the CCC Tournament taking place at Scalise Field, Sge Park on
October 25, 2025 and Oclober 28, 2025.

Commissioner Butrimas moved to approve consent agenda items a, e, and [,

Seconded by Commissioner Vale da Serra.

Those voting in favor: Chairman Lucas VanZandt, Commissioner Christine Vale da Serra,
Commissioner Jason Pelletier, Commissioner Tony Butrimas, Commissioner Kerin Heemsoth
Vote Being: 5-0 (MOTION CARRIED)

Commissioner Butrimas moved to approve consent agenda item b

Seconded by Commissioner Heemsoth.

Those voting in favor: Chairman Lucas VanZandt, Commissioner Christine Vale da Serra,
Commissioner Jason Pelletier, Commissioner Tony Butrimas, Commissioner Kerin Heemsoth
Vote Being: 0-5 (MOTION DENIED})

Discussion, the banners that were approved previously were found next to other banners that are
unapproved. There is a banner and sign policy that has specific language that needs to be
followed. This signage in particular is related to the Marching Band behind the bleachers, a Berlin
Redcoat Football Bannner, and an additional Football sponsorship banner that they have hung on
the back fence of Sage that were added and should be amended to the request.

Commissioner Butrimas moved to approve item number 5 on the BHS Booster Letter with future
approvals from Marching Band representatives.

Seconded by Commissioner Pelletier

Those voting in favor: Chairman Lucas VanZandt, Commissioner Christine Vale da Serra,
Commissioner Jason Pelleticr, Commissioner Tony Butrimas, Commissioner Kerin Heemsoth
Vote Being: 5-0 (MOTION CARRIED)

Commissioner Butrimas moved to approve item number 7 on the BHS Booster Letter.
Seconded by Commissioner Vale da Serra.

Those voting in favor: Chairman Lucas VanZandt, Commissioner Christine Vale da Serra,
Commissioner Jason Pelletier, Commissioner Tony Butrimas, Commissioner Kerin Heemsoth
Vote Being: 5-0 (MOTION CARRIED)

Commissioner Butrimas moved to approve item number 8 on the BIHS Booster Letter with
meoditication with this banner to be placed only for BHS football game day and removed at end of
game day.

Scconded by Commissioner Heemsoth.



Those voting in favor: Chairman Lucas VanZandt, Commissioner Christine Vale da Serra,
Commissioner Jason Pelletier, Commissioner Tony Butrimas, Commissioner Kerin Heemsoth
Vote Being: 5-0 (MOTION CARRIED)

Commissioner Butrimas moved to approve consent agenda item ¢

Seconded by Commissioner Vale da Serra.

Those voting in favor: Chairman Lucas VanZandt, Commissioner Christine Vale da Serra,
Commissioner Jason Pelletier, Commissioner Tony Butrimas, Commissioner Kerin Heemsoth
Vote Being: 5-0 (MOTION CARRIED)

Commissioner Butrimas moved lo approve consent agenda item d

Seconded by Commissioner Vale da Serra.

Those voting in favor: Chairman Lucas VanZandt, Commissioner Christine Vale da Serra,
Commissioner Jason Pelletier, Commissioner Tony Butrimas, Commissioner Kerin Heemsoth
Vote Being: 5-0 (MOTION CARRIED)

Commissioner Heemsoth moved to approve consent agenda item g and h with review for next
yedr.

Seconded by Commissioner Butrimas.

Those voting in favor: Chairman Lucas VanZandt, Commissioner Christine Vale da Serra,
Commissioner Jason Pelletier, Commissioner Tony Butrimas, Commissioner Kerin Heemsoth
Vote Being: 5-0 (MOTION CARRIED)

Discussion, CCC Tournament is hosted by Berlin, but for example the CCC also holds the
tournament in other regions for other seasons. The Sage Improvement fund is where the fee when
charged is put into. Discussion about researching for next year a fee that can be charged for
useage that is comparable to surrounding towns.

Parks and Recreation
a.  Monthly Report, Jen Ochoa, Director of Community, Recreation and Park Services, stated
that the attendance for the Pool is up as well as Swim Team.

Parks & Grounds

b. Monthly Report, Steve Wood, Superintendent of Parks & Grounds, hosted the second annual
ficld day at Sage Park. UCONN and UMASS presented at this. Rocky Hill and Meriden
needed a hand with their fields. In return they had allowed us to borrow machinery when ours
had broken. It is valuable to maintain these relationships. They were able to start and
complete Willard playground, parking lot and courtyard. They painted crosswalks as well
near the schools. Their new pool cleaning machine is helping keep the pool cleaner than ever.
This year's pool staff didn’t receive any complaints about the pool or its maintenance.

¢. Demore, Dinda, Bittner Jr. Memorial Pool Complex Update, Jen Ochoa, Director of
Community, Recreation and Park Services, they have disqualified the lowest bidder. they will
be doing a scope review; she is looking for committee velunteers to sit on the scope review.
Commissioner Donna Bovee and Chairman Lucas VanZandt are serving on this.

Discussion on parking spots at Sage Park and access or approval of parking. Commissioner
Butrmas would like to know the role of Director of Operations and why the role isnt uniform for
all BHS athletic teams.



Adjournment
Commissioner VanZandt motion to adjourn at 7:04 pm
Seconded by Commissioner Butrimas.
Those voting in favor: Chairman Lucas VanZandt, Commissioner Greg Starr, Commissioner
Jason Pelletier, Commissioner Tony Butrimas, Commissioner Christine Vale da Serra
‘ote Being: 5-0 (MOTION CARRIED)

SUBMITTED BY,
Tiffany Trowbridge-Bernard

RECEIVED FOR RECORD
BERLIN TOWN CLERK

Xz@}, M

9/24/2025, 3:39:51 PM



Town of Berlin

Parks and Recreation Department
230 Kensington Road e Berlin, CT 06037
Office (860) 828-7056 « Fax (860) 828-1627
E-mail ddennis@berlinct.gov

Debra S. Dennis, CPRP

Superintendent of Recreation

Parks and Recreation monthly report for October

1. Fall programs are underway; we have several dance and movement classes for a variety of
ages, dog obedience class, line dancing — beginner and intermediate, virtual classes through
Personal Euphoria, yoga and painting classes.

2. Winter basketball registration started September 22. Registration is good with 76
registered as of Monday, October 6, we still have several more weeks of registration.

3. |contacted basketball staff from last year, to see who is not returning to determine number
of new staff to hire. | am anticipating a few staff will need to be hired. | will post on the
Town website, Facebook page and announcements will be made at BHS. We have already
received some interest in any open positions.

Kaitlin Starr will oversee the boys 5-8 grade and girls 5&6 grade games and Mike Buchholz
will oversee the boys and girls 3&4 grade games.

Co-ed K-2 basketball will be offered again, with some changes. We will also advertise for
additional staff to help run this program. Registration will start end of November.

4. The Scarecrow Contest this year will have the scarecrows on display as you drive into the
Arthur B. Powers Municipal complex, starting October 10. People can vote for the Berlin’s
Best Scarecrow, starting October 14 through October 24. Voting slips will be available at
Town Hall, Berlin Peck Memorial Library, the Berlin Senior Center and the Parks and
Recreation Department/Community Center. Winner will be announced on October 31. We
will again have solar lights so the scarecrows will hopefully be visible at night.

We are doing a Trunk or Treat event at the Berlin Community Center on Saturday, October
25, from 6-7 p.m. People must register ahead of time and we will have people handing out
candy/goodies at their “trunk”. We currently have 10 people decorating trunks and hope to
get a few more.

5. Plans are underway for the annual Tinsel Fun Run and registration will start soon. Race will
be held at Berlin High School on Saturday, December 6.

Debbie
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Town of Berlin

Parks and Grounds

15 Town Farm Lane - Berlin CT
Office 860-828-7025

Fax 860-828-7124

E-mail swood@berlinct.gov

Steven T. Wood
Superintendent Parks and Grounds

Parks and Grounds September Report

News:
o Removed and installed a new swing at the Grove
o Repaved lower Path Pistol Creek
o Site work and base for the cupula at the Meeting House
o Cleared Infront of B banner at sage

Daily

Mow

Groom and line ballfields
Water and deadhead flowers

o O 0

Weekly
o Services and repair irrigation around Town of Berlin
Garbage & litter
Wash and clean trucks
Service mowers and equipment
Paint athletic lines

© 0 0 O

Miscellaneous
o Cut out and silt softball & ballfields fields
Food from Stop & Shop to Pistol Creek
New dumpster pad Town Hall
Checked plows for winter
Bee’s nest South Slope
Clean green building Sage for new lights for Sage 1 & Zip
Assisted with delivering carts etc. to the Berlin Fair
Fall decorations Town buildings

0 0O o000 Oo0O0
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Removed and installed new swing at the Grove in East Berlin
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Current regulations from Planning and Zoning

There aren’t any special provisions for town owned property. Currently each property would have to
comply with whatever signage is allowable in the zone that they’re in or what may have been granted
for approval during the building process.

6. Permitted signs:
c. Signs permitted in all districts with a sign permit.
i.  Signs pertaining to service club meetings; such signs not to exceed four
square feet in area.

ii. Temporary signs, provided that:

(1) A temporary permit has been issued by the ZEO indicating the
nature, size, location and tenure of the signs;

(2) The permit shall be valid for a period not to exceed 30 days;
(3)  The Signs shall be removed within 24 hours after the event; and
(4)  Such signs shall not be illuminated.

iv, Signs for the advertisement of goods and services at a facility for spectator
sports, such as baseball, softball, football or soccer, provided that the
facility is a noncommercial facility, and the signs are intended for viewing
only by the spectators within the facility, and Willow Brook Park.

L. Public service signs may be permitted only after issuance of a special
permit by the Commission. These signs may be permitted in the BT-1,
BT-2, GC, PS-A, P5-B, CCD-1, and CCD-2 zones, provided they meet the
following criteria:

1. The premises upon which the signs are to be located
shall have frontage on a state highway.

2. Signs shall be located at least ten feet from the
street line.

3. No such sign shall be permitted within a 2,500-foot
radius of another public service sign.

4. For properties within one-half mile radius of the
Berlin Train Station (building entrance), no sign shall
exceed 20 square feet in area nor 12 feet in height.
For properties more than one-half mile from the
train station, and as otherwise permitted, the
maximum allowable size of the electronic messaging
copy area may be up to one-half the size allowed for
the freestanding identification sign in that zone.

5. If the use of said sign is discontinued for a continuous
period of 90 days, the commission may revoke said
special permit and take action to cause said sign to
be removed.

6. Electronic message center technology (EMC) may be
used provided:

a. The message is stagnate, changing no
more than once every ten (10) seconds, but



with no flashing, rotating, animation or
otherwise distracting copy so as to cause a
nuisance for drivers;

b. The EMCs have automatic dimming
capability that adjusts the brightness to
ambient light for day and night, and
provided no more than one third (1/3) of the
display are is of a white or bright off-white
background at any time.

c. Each line of message lettering is not to
exceed 12 inches in height;

7. Sponsorship acknowledgement may be provided on
the sign provided it does not exceed 20% of the total
sign area, is non-electronic, carries only the name or
logo of the sponsoring entity (business, institution,
organization or person(s)) and does not advertise the
entity by use of address, or contact information, etc.

{amended 2/19/2020)



