
Join Zoom Meeting
https://berlinct-gov.zoom.us/j/89475158570?pwd=hYMrflhxvxkbDNTmKoeZcu7lOkjFRK.1 

Meeting ID: 894 7515 8570

Passcode: 151264

+1-929-205-6099 # US (New York)

6:45 pm SPECIAL TOWN MEETING:
A special meeting of the electors and citizens qualified to vote in town meetings of the Town of Berlin, will be held at the Berlin Town Hall, Council Chambers, 240 Kensington Road, Berlin, CT on Tuesday, January 9, 2024 at 6:45 p.m. for the following purposes:

To approve a non-budgeted appropriation of $509,000 from the Municipal Revenue Sharing account to the Vehicle Reserve account, both in the General Fund.

Additional information for the public:

Public Act 22-118 included a provision for a payment to municipalities at 6/30/2022 and 6/30/2023 from any remaining balance in the Municipal Revenue Sharing account after all required payments are completed.  In January 2022, the Office of Policy and Management (OPM) notified municipalities, at that time, payments were not expected for the biennium (FY22 & FY23) but if revenues exceed their estimate, grants will be re-evaluated.  In September 2023, OPM notified municipalities that the State Comptroller’s Office was reviewing final fiscal year 2023 accrued revenues.  Based on final fiscal year 2023 revenues, the State remitted $509,953.55 to the Town of Berlin on 10/20/2023 under the provisions of PA 22-118.  Based on the direction provided by OPM in 2022, the adopted FY24 Town of Berlin General Fund budget did not include this revenue.

After a few years of production and parts delays, several vehicles in the town fleet need replacement.  The latest FY25 capital plan includes $925,000 for vehicles see below).  This motion to appropriate $509,000 would fund 55% of the latest FY25 vehicle capital plan - almost all priority 1 requests.  The approach will also allow vehicles to be moved between departments to address low utilization vehicle requests.  

	Department
	Vehicle
	Amount
	Priority

	Highway
	Small dump truck w/ plow & sander
	$110,000
	1

	Public Grounds
	Dump Truck (with plow & sander)
	$110,000
	1

	Public Grounds
	Pick Ups (with utility body & plow)
	$80,000
	1

	Highway
	Pickup Truck w/ plow
	$70,000
	1

	Municipal Garage
	Pool Cars
	$70,000
	1

	Public Grounds
	Pick Ups (w/o utility body & plow)
	$70,000
	1

	Public Buildings
	Facilities - Van
	$50,000
	1

	Highway
	Flatbed Truck with power lift tailgate
	$75,000
	2

	Animal Control
	Animal Control Van
	$70,000
	2

	Police Department
	Vehicle - Pickup Truck
	$60,000
	2

	Municipal Garage
	Flatbed
	$60,000
	2

	Fire Marshall
	SUV
	$50,000
	2

	Public Buildings
	Facilities - Truck
	$50,000
	2

	
	
	$925,000
	


Dated at Berlin, Connecticut this 13th day of December 2023.







BERLIN TOWN COUNCIL

ATTEST: Kate Wall, Berlin Town Clerk

TOWN OF BERLIN

SPECIAL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

Tuesday, January 9, 2024
Town Council Chambers (in person)
Remote Meeting
7:00 P.M. 
A. CALL TO ORDER 
B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
C. ROLL CALL
D. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS
E. MAYOR’S UPDATE 
F. MEETING AGENDA – Immediately Following the Mayor’s Update
G. CONSENT AGENDA:
1. Topic re: Accept monetary donations totaling $3,486.76 and deposit $1,974.30 into the friends of the library miscellaneous account to be used to purchase child/teen program supplies, a child/teen program, an adult program, coffee supplies, 3 museum passes and children’s board books and deposit $1,193.73 into the children’s donation account for the purchase of Tonies audio devices and characters and children’s books and programs and deposit $318.73 into the library agency account for the purchase of books and materials and the libraries greatest need. Also accept the donation of two used Keurig’s with an approximate value of $90.00 to be utilized in the meeting room and meeting room kitchen. Berlin-Peck Memorial Library
2. Topic re: Approve waiving the Police Traffic Control fees in the estimated amount of $ 1,675.00 for the Jim Day Memorial Tournament that will take place on January 14, 2024. - Police
3. Topic re: Accept the donations of $2,561.67 and appropriate the funds to the Supplies Expenditure Account. - Police
4. Topic re: Accept the donations of $1,500 and appropriate the funds to the Police K9 Program Expenditure Account. - Police 
5. Topic re: Approve waiving the Par For the Course January per diam rate of $160 for Mary E. Griswold holiday gathering. – Golf Course

6. Topic re: Approve waiving the Police fees in the estimated amount of $310.80 for the Willard Elementary School dance that will take place on Friday, February 23, 2024. – Police 
H. NEW BUSINESS:
1. Topic re: Approve a non-budgeted appropriation of $509,000 from the Municipal Revenue Sharing account to the Vehicle Reserve account, both in the General Fund, pending approval by the Board of Finance. – Finance
2. Topic re: Discussion of Tax Sales – Mayor

3. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to hire H.D. Segur Insurance of Wallingford, CT as the Broker of Record for the Town of Berlin’s Liability-Auto-Property and Worker’s Compensation insurance policies. - Finance
4. Topic re: Discussion concerning Early Voting - Registrars of Voters/Town Clerk
5. Topic re: Discussion of Board of Education Budget – Mayor

6. Topic re: Approve issuing a purchase order to Robert H. Lord Co. in the amount of $59,000 for children’s shelving and meeting room tables.  The library receives discounted pricing through the Connecticut Library Consortium however we received the best pricing through the state contract # 15PSX0041. – Berlin-Peck Memorial Library
7. Topic re: Presentation of the Berlin-Peck Memorial Library Strategic Plan to the Town Council. – Berlin-Peck Memorial Library   
8. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to apply for the State of Connecticut LoCIP Grant for $302,000 for the removal and replacement of the bridges at Timberlin Golf Course and appropriate the funds into the LoCIP – Timberlin Bridge Replacement Project Account Pending OPM approval. – Golf Course 

9. Topic re: Award Contract #2024-08 - Routine Repairs and Minor Emergency Sewer Services, including sewer pump stations, to Drain Doctor, Inc. of Berlin, for service use by Water Control and other departments on a Town-wide basis. – Water Control

10. Topic re: Approve and pay Bigelow Electric for “Emergency Services” performed at the Berlin Turnpike Sewage Pump Station in the amount of $36,340.00. – Water Control
11. Topic re: Approve the purchase of Holmatro rescue tools from Municipal Equipment Specialist 

utilizing a NPPGov contract # PS20035 for an amount not to exceed $58,692 which includes a 

5% contingency. – Fire Administration
12. Topic re: Waive the Town of Berlin’s purchasing requirements to contract for medical services 

for the Town of Berlin Fire Department with Hartford Healthcare Occupational Health in

Plainville CT, as this is in the best interest of Town. – Fire Administration

13. Topic re: Set a special town meeting on Tuesday, January 23, 2024, at 6:45 pm to approve a non-budgeted appropriation of $318,333 from the Unappropriated Fund Balance to the account to the Grant Match account for the purposes of providing matching funding and funds for preparation of grant applications. – Economic Development
14. Topic re: Discussion about Participation in a Recreational Trails Grant Application with the City of Middletown for the Lamentation Mountain/Pistol Creek Area. – Economic Development
15. Topic re: Amend the Berlin Tax Abatement Policy to add an additional level of tax abatement and add mixed use as an eligible activity under the policy. – Economic Development
16. Topic re: Approve a tax abatement for BT 2008 LLC for their mixed-use project at 404 Berlin Turnpike.  The abatement schedule for the residential portion of the project will be for 10 years at 70% in years 1 and 2, 60% in years 3 and 4, and 50% in years 5 through 7, 40% in year 8, 30% in year 9 and 20% in year 10.  The abatement schedule for the commercial portion of the project will be for 10 years at 70% for years 1 through 3, 60% for years 4 through 8, and 50% for years 9 and 10 per the town’s tax abatement policy. – Economic Development
17. Topic re: Appointment of Town Council members to Sub-Committees


Standing Committees:

Ordinance Committee (3-5 members) – Reviews and recommends ordinances for adoption by Town Council

Rules and Procedures Committee (2-3 members) – Reviews and recommends Rules and Procedures for the Town Council

Other Committees:

Fire Services (1-2 members) – This subcommittee is a combination of the “Committee to Oversee the “Robert Wolf Incentive Plan”; “Fire Strategic Committee”; and the “Fireman’s Incentive Plan Committee”.

Connecticut Conference of Municipalities (1 member) – Usually the Mayor will serve on this committee.

Playing Fields Committee (2-4 members) – Update on the condition of the fields.

Community Conversations (1-2 members) – This is a nationwide program where school, community members, and organizations come together to address pressing issues facing students, educators, and public education.

Manager’s Evaluation (7 members) – All seven councilors would be on this committee.

Meeting House (1-2 member(s)) – Show support for the Meeting House.

Mattabessett Watershed (1 member) – Review the flooding near the municipal complex possibly work with Berlin Land Trust

Calendar (1 member) – Develop the calendar for Town Council meetings.

I. APPOINTMENTS:
1. Berlin-Peck Memorial Library Board – Donna Moore (D) term expires January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2027. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
2. Berlin-Peck Memorial Library Board – Lilian Ulan (U) term expires January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2027. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
3. Berlin-Peck Memorial Library Board – Chris Fasciano (R) term expires January 31, 2024. He is not seeking reappointment. Replacement term would be until January 31, 2027. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
4. Board of Ethics – Vacancy – Susan Bordonaro (R) has resigned. Term would be until January 31, 2026.  Can be filled with a D, R or U.
5. Central Regional Tourism District Inc. – Kate Wall term expired on December 31, 2023. Replacement or reappointment term would be until December 2026.

6. Commission for the Aging – C. Roger Moss (D) term expires January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2029. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

7. Commission for the Aging – Frank Slogeris (R) term expires January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2029. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
8. Commission for Persons with Disabilities – Vacancy – Robert Dombrowski (D) has resigned. New term would be until January 31, 2027. Can be filled with a D, R or U. 

9. Commission for Persons with Disabilities – Wystan Ackerman (U) term expires January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2027. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

10. Conservation Commission – Guy Hoffman (R) term expires January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2029. Can be filled with a R or U.
11. Conservation Commission – Mary Kathryn LaRose (R) term expires January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2029. Can be filled with a R or U.

12. Conservation Commission – Vacancy – Alternate – Term would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
13. Conservation Commission – Vacancy – Alternate – Term would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U (Depending on the above appointment).

14. Constables – 5 Vacancies – Terms expired December 2023. New terms would be until December 2025. Can be filled with R, D or U with no more than a bare majority to be from one political party (Section 8-6).
15. Constables – John Kozak (R) term expired December 2023. Replacement or reappointment term would be until December 2025. Can be filled with R, D or U with no more than a bare majority to be from one political party (Section 8-6).
16. Constables – Brian Kurnik (R) term expired December 2023. Replacement or reappointment term would be until December 2025. Can be filled with R, D or U with no more than a bare majority to be from one political party (Section 8-6).
17. Economic Development Commission – Keith Bostrom (R) term expires January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2029. Can be filled with a D, R or U. 
18. Economic Development Commission – Robert Sisti (U) term expires January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2029. Can be filled with a D, R or U (depending on the above appointment). 
19. Golf Course Commission – Vacancy – Joe Pulcini (U) has resigned. New term would be until January 31, 2027. Can be filled with a D, R or U. 
20. Golf Course Commission – William Richards (R) term expires January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2027. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
21. Golf Course Commission – Peter DeFazio (U) term expires January 31, 2024. He is not seeking reappointment. Replacement term would be until January 31, 2027. Can be filled with a D, R or U (depending on the above appointments).
22. Historic District Commission – Lorraine Stub (D) term expires January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2029. Can be filled with a D, R or U. 
23. Inland Wetlands & Water Courses Commission – Michael Cassetta (R) term expires January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2027. Can be filled with a D, R or U. 
24. Inland Wetlands & Water Courses Commission – Peter Nieman (D) term expires January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2027. Can be filled with a D, R or U. 
25. Inland Wetlands & Water Courses Commission – John Russo Jr. (U) term expires January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2027. Can be filled with a D, R or U (depending on the above appointments). 
26. Inland Wetlands & Water Courses Commission – Vacancy – Alternate - Replacement would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

27. Inland Wetlands & Water Courses Commission – Vacancy – Alternate - Replacement would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U. (Depending on the above appointment).
28. Mattabassett District – Vacancy – James Fallon (D) term expired August 31, 2023. Replacement term would be until September 1, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U. 

29. Parks and Recreation Commission – Vacancy – Replacement would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
30. Parks and Recreation Commission – Gregory Starr (R) term expires on January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2027. Can be filled with a D, R or U (depending on the above appointment).
31. Parks and Recreation Commission – Donna Bovee (U) term expires on January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2027. Can be filled with a D, R or U (depending on the above appointments).
32. Parks and Recreation Commission – Lucas Van Zandt (R) term expires on January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2027. Can be filled with a D, R or U (depending on the above appointments).
33. Plainville Area Cable Television Advisory Council (PACTAC) – 2 Vacancies – New terms would be until June 30, 2025. Can be filled with a D, R or U. There are only two members from Berlin for this board.
34. Planning and Zoning Commission – Diane Jorsey (U) term expires on January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2029. Can be filled with a D or U.
35. Planning and Zoning Commission – Timothy Zigmont (D) term expires on January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2029. Can be filled with a D or U.
36. Planning and Zoning Commission – Vacancy – Alternate – Nikki Sambitsky (R) has resigned. Replacement would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U. 

37. Planning and Zoning Commission – Alternate – John Diakun (R) term expires on January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2029. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
38. Public Building Commission – Vacancy – James Ouellette (D) term expired on January 31, 2023. Replacement would be until January 31, 2028. Can be filled with a R, D or U.
39. Public Building Commission – Thomas Reid (U) term expires on January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2029. Can be filled with a D, R or U (depending on the above appointment).
40. Public Building Commission – Thomas Salimeno (D) term expires on January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2029. Can be filled with a D, R or U (depending on the above appointments).
41. Veterans’ Commission – Charles Colaresi (D) term expires on January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2027. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
42. Veterans’ Commission – Adam Revoir (U) term expires on January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2027. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
43. Veterans’ Commission – Thomas Uznanski (R) term expires on January 31, 2024. He is not seeking reappointment. Replacement term would be until January 31, 2027. Can be filled with a D, R or U (depending on the above appointment).
44. VNA – Vacancy – Replacement would be until January 31, 2025. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

45. VNA – Vacancy –Replacement would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

46. VNA – Vacancy –Replacement would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

47. VNA – Vacancy –Replacement would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
48. VNA – Cynthia Costa (R) term expires on January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2027. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
49. VNA – Emily Jensen (D) term expires on January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2027. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
50. VNA – Cyndi McKinnon (D) term expires on January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2027. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
51. VNA – Cara Status (R) term expires on January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2027. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
52. Water Control Commission – Barry Fairwood (R) term expires January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2029. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

53. Water Control Commission – Alvaro Garcia Jr. (U) term expires January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2029. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

54. Water Control Commission – Thomas Lasker (R) term expires January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2029. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

55. Water Control Commission – Alternate - Vacancy -Term would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

56. Water Control Commission – Alternate – Vacancy – Term would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U. 

57. Water Control Commission – Alternate – Vacancy – New term would be until January 31, 2027. Can be filled with a D, R or U (Depending on the above two appointments).

58. Youth Services Advisory Board – Cyndi McKinnon (Service Consumer) term expires January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2027.
59. Zoning Board of Appeals – Leonard Tubbs (U) term expires January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2029. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

60. Zoning Board of Appeals – Alternate – Michael Simonetta (R) term expires on January 31, 2024. Replacement or reappointment term would be until January 31, 2029. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
J. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:
K. SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS:
L. COUNCILORS’ COMMUNICATION:
M. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:


December 12, 2023
N. ADJOURNMENT
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1

