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Join Zoom Meeting 

https://berlinct-gov.zoom.us/j/87535075224?pwd=6Mf0s0Mm7g2FOBMfn8hMJaQb1R4CRf.1  

 

Meeting ID: 875 3507 5224 

Passcode: 891582 

 

+1-301-715-8592, US (Washington DC) 

 

 

 

REVISED 

TOWN OF BERLIN 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

Tuesday,  December 12, 2023 

Town Council Chambers (in person) 

Remote Meeting 

7:00 P.M.  

 

A. CALL TO ORDER  

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

C. ROLL CALL 

 

D. PRESENTATION OF PROCLAMATION  Chris Edge – President’s Award 

 

E. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS 
 

F. MAYOR’S UPDATE  

 

G. MEETING AGENDA – Immediately Following the Mayor’s Update 

 

H. CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Topic re: Approve waiving the Police Traffic Control fees for the 2023 Griswold Holiday 

Extravaganza in the approximate amount of $518.00. – Police Department 

2. Topic re: Accept the donation of $2,500.00 and appropriate the funds to the Police K9 Program  

Expenditure Account. – Police Department 

3. Topic re: Accept the donation of $125 and appropriate the funds to the Supplies Expenditure 

Account. – Police Department  

4. Topic re: Approve waiving the Police Traffic Control fees in the estimated amount of $ 344.99 for 

the Powder Puff Flag Football Fundraiser that will take place on November 21,2023. – Police 

Department  

https://berlinct-gov.zoom.us/j/87535075224?pwd=6Mf0s0Mm7g2FOBMfn8hMJaQb1R4CRf.1
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5. Topic re: Accept monetary donations totaling $856.36 and deposit $782.57 into the friends of the 

library miscellaneous account to be used to purchase child/teen program supplies, a child/teen 

program and coffee supplies and deposit $50.00 into the children’s donation account for children’s 

activities and deposit $23.79 into the library agency account for the libraries greatest need and accept 

the donation of books with an approximate value of $196.98 to be added to the appropriate 

department collections and four display holders with an approximate value of $50.00 to be utilized in 

the adult department and building tiles with an approximate value of $25.00 to be utilized in the 

children’s department. – Berlin-Peck Memorial Library 

6. Topic re: Accept donations to the Berlin Animal Control Donation Account for $ 50.00 for Animal 

Care and supplies valued at $ 210.00. – Animal Control 

7. Topic re: Accept the donation of  $500 to the Public Grounds Donation Account by the Berlin Land 

Trust for a bench in memory of Frank Harvey for placement at the West Lane main entrance to 

Ragged Mountain Preserve. – Economic Development 

8. Topic re: Authorize Town Manager to apply for the Secretary of the State Early Voting Grant in the 

amount of $10,500.00 and once received, appropriate the funds to the Early Voting Grant account in 

the Special Revenue Fund. – Registrar of Voters 

 

9. Topic re: Accept donation of a desk, measuring 102” by 72”, to the Berlin VNA for office staff use, 

valued at $50.00. – VNA 
 

10. Topic re: Authorize the Senior Center Director to donate $1,000 to the Retired Senior Volunteer 

Transportation Program from the Myrna Pauloz Fund. – Senior Center 

I. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

(1) The Town Council of the Town of Berlin will meet at Berlin Town Hall, Council Chambers, 240 

Kensington Road, Berlin, CT on Tuesday, December 12, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. for the purpose of holding a 

public hearing. 

 

The public is invited to comment on the proposed five-year lease agreement between the Berlin 

Visiting Nurses Association and Clear Arch Health for ten telemonitoring units totaling 

$6,396.00 for the remainder of this fiscal year (FY24) and $6,594.00 annually for the remainder 

of the lease agreement.  

 

Copies of said proposed agreement are on file open to public inspection at the Office of the Town Clerk. 

 

Following the public hearing, the Town Council may consider and act upon the lease agreement. 

 

(2) The Town Council of the Town of Berlin will meet at Berlin Town Hall, Council Chambers, 240 

Kensington Road, Berlin, CT on Tuesday, December 12, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. for the purpose of holding a 

public hearing on the following proposed ordinance of the Town, said ordinance being entitled as 

follows: 
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“AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $3,200,000 FOR HVAC UPGRADES TO 

MARY E. GRISWOLD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL (2023) AND AUTHORIZING THE 

ISSUE OF $3,200,000 BONDS OF THE TOWN TO MEET SAID APPROPRIATION, 

AND PENDING THE ISSUANCE THEREOF, THE MAKING OF TEMPORARY 

BORROWING FOR SUCH PURPOSE”.   

 

Copies of said proposed ordinance are on file open to public inspection at the Office of the Town Clerk. 

 

Following the public hearing, the Town Council may consider and act upon the bond ordinance.  

 

(3) The Town Council of the Town of Berlin will meet at Berlin Town Hall, Council Chambers, 240 

Kensington Road, Berlin, CT on Tuesday, December 12, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. for the purpose of holding a 

public hearing on the following proposed ordinance of the Town, said ordinance being entitled as 

follows: 

 

“AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $4,950,000 FOR HVAC UPGRADES TO 

RICHARD D. HUBBARD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL (2023) AND AUTHORIZING 

THE ISSUE OF $4,950,000 BONDS OF THE TOWN TO MEET SAID 

APPROPRIATION, AND PENDING THE ISSUANCE THEREOF, THE MAKING OF 

TEMPORARY BORROWING FOR SUCH PURPOSE”.   

 

Copies of said proposed ordinance are on file open to public inspection at the Office of the Town Clerk. 

 

Following the public hearing, the Town Council may consider and act upon the bond ordinance.  

 

 

J. NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Topic re: Waive Rule 7 of the Town Council Rules and Procedures. Approve the adoption of “AN 

ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $3,200,000 FOR HVAC UPGRADES TO MARY E. 

GRISWOLD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL (2023) AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUE OF 

$3,200,000 BONDS OF THE TOWN TO MEET SAID APPROPRIATION, AND PENDING THE 

ISSUANCE THEREOF THE MAKING OF TEMPORARY BORROWINGS FOR SUCH 

PURPOSE.” – Town Clerk 

2. Topic re: Waive Rule 7 of the Town Council Rules and Procedures. Approve the adoption of “AN 

ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $4,950,000 FOR HVAC UPGRADES TO RICHARD D. 

HUBBARD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL (2023) AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUE OF $4,950,000 

BONDS OF THE TOWN TO MEET SAID APPROPRIATION, AND PENDING THE ISSUANCE 

THEREOF THE MAKING OF TEMPORARY BORROWINGS FOR SUCH PURPOSE.” – Town 

Clerk 

3. Topic re: Utilize Sourcewell Contract no. 030421-SIE and approve proposals provided by Siemens 

Industry, Inc. (Siemens) of Cromwell, CT in the amount of $96,461.98 which includes a five percent 

project contingency for interior and exterior camera upgrades at Berlin High School. – Board of 

Education  
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4. Topic re: Approve a bid waiver to purchase a 2020 Ford Fusion Sedan from Monaco Ford, for an 

amount not to exceed $23,826, for the purpose of transporting student(s) to and from school, since 

this is in the best interest of the town. – Board of Education 

5. Topic re: Approve the Educational Specifications approved and submitted by the BOE, to consider 

providing the necessary funds for the renovation the Science Labs at McGee School, and to refer the 

Project to the Public Building Commission for review and action. – Board of Education 

6. Topic re: Authorize the Public Building Commission Chairman to enter into an Agreement with 

Millennium Builders, Inc. of Bloomfield, CT for General Construction Services related to the 

Additions and Renovations to Berlin Police Department HQ at 240 Kensington Road for an amount 

not to exceed $2,903,405.00. – Public Building Commission 

7. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to sign the aforementioned License Agreement/MOU with 

the State of CT, Connecticut Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection. - Police 

8. Topic re: Close Demore, Dinda, Bittner Jr. Memorial Pool and work towards remediation of that 

area. – Parks and Recreation  

9. Topic re: Call a Town Meeting on January 2, 2024, at 6:45pm to approve a non-budgeted 

appropriation of $509,000 from the Municipal Revenue Sharing account to the Vehicle Reserve 

account, both in the General Fund. – Finance 

10. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to extend the Agreement for Contract #2022-10 (Routine 

Repairs and Minor Emergency Sewer Service) including pump stations, through February 1, 2024 

for service use by Water Control, and other departments, on a Town-wide basis. – Water Control 

11. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to extend the use of the State D.A.S. Unit Price Contract 

#18PSX0147 to purchase Guide Rail Repair and Installation Services through April 30, 2024 (or to a 

later date if further extended by the State), with the most cost-effective and qualified Contractor. – 

Public Works 

12. Topic re: Authorize awarding the 2024 gasoline contract as bid by Capitol Region Council of 

Governments to the selected bidder for 78,500 gallons of gasoline. – Municipal Garage 

13. Topic re: Approve the purchase of four Police vehicles from Tasca Ford utilizing State of 

Connecticut Department of Administrative Services contract # 19PSX0161for an amount not to 

exceed $185,255. – Municipal Garage 

14. Topic re: Approve the purchase of a Tiger Boom Mower system to replace our current Alamo 

system utilizing Sourcewell State contract # 070821-TGR from Equipment Specialist of East 

Hartford CT for an amount not to exceed $80,789. – Municipal Garage  

15. Topic re: Approve the purchase of Lion Fire Department Protective Clothing from C & S Specialty 

in an amount not to exceed $55,000 utilizing the NPPgov (National Purchasing Partners) Contract# 

PS60065. – Fire Administration 
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16. Topic re: Appropriate a $6,623.00 Supporting Arts Grant to the Supporting Arts Grant Account, 

pending approval by the Board of Finance. – Economic Development/Berlin-Peck Memorial Library 

17. Topic re: Create an ad hoc Arts & Culture Committee to accept the 2023 Supporting Arts Grant and 

assist in its use. – Economic Development/Berlin-Peck Memorial Library 

18. Topic re: Refer to the Parks and Recreation Commission and the Commission on the Aging to 

consider  revising the Statements of Need for the Community / Senior Center project to bring down 

the project scope and cost. Also authorize the Town Manager to enter a contract with an Architect 

from the Town’s On-Call List  for an amount not to exceed $30,000 to be paid from the Architect & 

Engineering Fees account for additional planning for Community Center project, as this is in the best 

interest of the Town, subject to review and approval of Corporation Counsel. – Economic 

Development 

19. Topic re: Waive the bidding process and authorize the Town Manager to enter  a contract 

amendment with Loureiro Engineering of $5,000 for general consulting services related to 55 Steele 

Boulevard  with the cost be charged to the Municipal Brownfields Grant account, as this is in the 

best interest of the Town. – Economic Development  

20. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to enter into an extension to the Forbearance and 

Environmental Grant Related Agreement with Real Property Acquisition LLC and Connecticut Sand 

and Stone Corporation to extend the forbearance period to November 30, 2024, subject to the review 

and approval of Corporation Counsel. – Economic Development 

21. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to phase in the permanent deed restriction of the units at the 

Deming Road Mobile Home Park to meet the requirements of sections of section 8-30g of the 

Connecticut General Statutes such that, vacant units and owners of occupied units who accept an 

offered a four-month rental abatement in consideration of placement of a deed restriction on their 

unit will be deed restricted now, and deed restrictions will be placed in the future on any unit that 

subsequently becomes vacant or agrees to accept rental abatement for the placement of the deed 

restriction on the unit, subject to consultation with the Connecticut Department of Housing and 

review and approval of Corporation Counsel – Economic Development 

22. Topic re: Update on Senior Housing – Mayor  

23. Topic re: Discussion concerning possible actions to protect our VNA employees. - Mayor 

24. Topic re: Approve the adoption of the Town Council Meetings Calendar for 2024 and January of 

2025. – Town Council 
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25. Topic re: Appointment of Town Council members to Sub-Committees 

 

 Standing Committees: 

 

a. Ordinance Committee (3-5 members) – Reviews and recommends ordinances for 

adoption by Town Council 

b. Rules and Procedures Committee (2-3 members) – Reviews and recommends Rules 

and Procedures for the Town Council 

 

 

Other Committees: 

 

c. Fire Services (1-2 members) – This subcommittee is a combination of the 

“Committee to Oversee the “Robert Wolf Incentive Plan”; “Fire Strategic 

Committee”; and the “Fireman’s Incentive Plan Committee”. 

d. Connecticut Conference of Municipalities (1 member) – Usually the Mayor will serve 

on this committee. 

e. Playing Fields Committee (2-4 members) – Update on the condition of the fields. 

f. Community Conversations (1-2 members) – This is a nationwide program where 

school, community members, and organizations come together to address pressing 

issues facing students, educators, and public education. 

g. Manager’s Evaluation (7 members) – All seven councilors would be on this 

committee. 

h. Meeting House (1-2 member(s)) – Show support for the Meeting House. 

i. Mattabessett Watershed (1 member) – Review the flooding near the municipal 

complex possibly work with Berlin Land Trust 

j. Calendar (1 member) – Develop the calendar for Town Council meetings. 

 

K. APPOINTMENTS: 

 

1. Board of Ethics - Susan Bordonaro has resigned. Term would be until January 31, 2026.  Can be 

filled with a D, R or U. 

 

2. Central Regional Tourism District Inc. – Kate Wall term expires on December 31, 2023. 

Replacement or reappointment would be until December 2026. 

 

3. Commission for Persons with Disabilities – Vacancy – Robert Dombrowski has resigned. 

Term would be until January 31, 2024. Can be filled with a D, R or U (depending on the above). 

 

4. Conservation Commission – Vacancy – Alternate – Term would be until January 31, 2026. 

Can be filled with a D, R or U. 

 

5. Conservation Commission – Vacancy – Alternate – Term would be until January 31, 2026. 

Can be filled with a D, R or U (Depending on the above appointment). 
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6. Constables – 4 Vacancies – Terms expire December 2023. New terms would be until December 

2025. Can be filled with R, D or U with no more than a bare majority to be from one political 

party (Section 8-6). 

 

7. Constables – John Kozak term expires December 2023. Replacement or reappointment term 

would be until December 2025. Can be filled with R, D or U with no more than a bare majority 

to be from one political party (Section 8-6). 

 

8. Constables – Tom Poplawski term expires December 2023. Replacement or reappointment term 

would be until December 2025. Can be filled with R, D or U with no more than a bare majority 

to be from one political party (Section 8-6). 

 

9. Constables – Brian Kurnik term expires December 2023. Replacement or reappointment term 

would be until December 2025. Can be filled with R, D or U with no more than a bare majority 

to be from one political party (Section 8-6). 

 

10. Golf Course Commission – Vacancy – Joe Pulcini has resigned. Term would be until January 

31, 2024. Can be filled with a D, R or U.  

 

11. Inland Wetlands & Water Courses Commission – Alternate – Replacement would be until 

January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U. 

 

12. Inland Wetlands & Water Courses Commission – Alternate - Replacement would be until 

January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U. (Depend on the above appointment). 

 

13. Mattabassett District – James Fallon term expired August 31, 2023. Replacement term would 

be until September 1, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U.  

 

14. Parks and Recreation Commission –Term expired on January 31, 2023. Replacement would be 

until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U. 
 

15. Plainville Area Cable Television Advisory Council (PACTAC) – 2 Vacancies – New terms 

would expire on June 30, 2025. Can be filled with a D, R or U. There are only two members 

from Berlin for this board. 
 

16. Planning and Zoning Commission – Alternate - Nikki Sambitsky has resigned. Replacement 

would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U.  

 

17. Public Building Commission –Replacement would be until January 31, 2028. Can be filled with 

a R, D or U. 

 

18. VNA –– Vacancy – Replacement would be until January 31, 2025. Can be filled with a D, R or 

U. 
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19. VNA –– Vacancy – Replacement would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or 

U. 

 

20. VNA –– Vacancy – Replacement would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or 

U. 

 

21. VNA –– Vacancy – Replacement would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or 

U. 

 

22. Water Control Commission – Alternate – Vacancy – Term would be until January 31, 2024. 

Can be filled with a D, R or U.  

 

23. Water Control Commission –Alternate - Vacancy -Term would be until January 31, 2026. 

Can be filled with a D, R or U. 

 

24. Water Control Commission – Alternate – Vacancy – Term would be until January 31, 2026. 

Can be filled with a D, R or U. (Depending on the above two appointments). 

 

L. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT: 

M. SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

N. COUNCILORS’ COMMUNICATION: 

O. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:  October 24, 2023 

      November 21, 2023 

 

P. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

1. Pending Litigations – C.G.S.S. Sec. 1-200 (6) (B) strategy and negotiations with respect to 

pending claims or pending litigation – LINK General Contracting Inc. 

2. Real Estate – C.G.S.S. Sec. 1-200 (6) (D) discussion of the selection of a site, sale or purchase of 

real estate by the Town - Property abutting Sage Park 

 

Q. ADJOURNMENT 

 

 
































































































































































































































































































