
Join Zoom Meeting
https://berlinct-gov.zoom.us/j/81402981950?pwd=uyv87i2B3stqsMX8e9WFiiE7OYJVqw.1 

Meeting ID: 814 0298 1950

Passcode: 944176

+1-646-931-3860   # US

TOWN OF BERLIN

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

Tuesday,  October 24, 2023
Town Council Chambers (in person)
Remote Meeting
7:00 P.M. 
A. CALL TO ORDER 
B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
C. ROLL CALL
D. PRESENTATION OF PROCLAMATION 
Ava Cleland – Ava’s Lemonade Stand
Casey Foster – Town Council

Donna Risolo – Town Council
E. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS
F. MAYOR’S UPDATE 
G. MEETING AGENDA – Immediately Following the Mayor’s Update
H. CONSENT AGENDA:
1. Topic re: Accept monetary donations totaling $4,650.93 and deposit $62.28 into the friends of the library credit card account for refreshments for an adult program and an amazon gift card to be used as a summer reading prize and deposit $88.65 into the friends of the library miscellaneous account to be used to purchase child/teen program supplies and deposit $4,500.00 into the Vance Foundation donation fund for large print books and downloadable content and accept the donation of books with an approximate value of $88.94 to be added to the appropriate department collection. – Berlin-Peck Memorial Library
2. Topic re: Approve waiving the Police Traffic Control fees for the Annual Christmas Tree Lighting in the approximate amount of $1,745.00. – Police Department
3. Topic re: Approve waiving the fees associated with hiring two Public Ground employees to cover the clean-up after the Tree Lighting, in an approximate amount of $600.00. – Fire Administration
4. Topic re: Transfer $24,250.00, as detailed on the accompanying spreadsheet to be attached to the minutes, to cover higher than budgeted expenditures in identified accounts. - Finance
5. Topic re: Accept donations totaling $1,385.00 to the Berlin Senior Center Agency Fund. – Senior Center
6. Topic re: Accept donations to the Berlin Animal Control Donation Account for $ 315.00 for Animal Care and supplies valued at $ 485.00. – Animal Control
7. Topic re: Appropriate $1,865.00 to the Sale of Land, Labor, & Materials Revenue Account and the Contractual Services & Projects Account in the Capital Nonrecurring Fund. – Facilities

8. Topic re: Appropriate $2,303.91 to the Sale of Land, Labor, & Materials Revenue Account and the Contractual Services & Projects Account in the Capital Nonrecurring Fund. – Facilities
I. NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Topic re: Approve waiving the Police Traffic Control fees for the Hungerford Nature Center 2023 Pumkin Palooza in the approximate amount of $1,200.00. – Police Department
2. Topic re: Authorize the award of the snow plowing of Town streets Contract No. 2024-04 to Staxx Construction Services, LLC, of Berlin for the bid amount of $200.00 per hour, per primary vehicle, and $250.00 per hour for a spare plow truck. – Public Works
3. Topic re: Authorize the award of the snow plowing of Town Cul-de-Sacs and Misc. Areas
Contract No. 2024-03 to Staxx Construction Services, LLC of Berlin for the bid amount of $155.00 per hour per truck, and $165.00 per hour for each spare truck provided in addition to the two (2) primary plow trucks. – Public Works
4. Topic re: Approve the transfer of $2,102.60 from the Passenger Cars account in the Capital Non-Recurring Fund, $21,687.60 from the Highway Trucks account in the Vehicle Purchase Fund and $10,000.00 from the Senior Trips account in the Senior Center Activities Fund to the Senior Center Van account in the Capital Non-Recurring Fund and approve the purchase of one bus from Tasca Ford, for an amount not to exceed $122,791. – Municipal Garage/Senior Center    
5. Topic re: Set a Public Hearing on December 12, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. to approve a lease a new 5-year lease with Clear Arch Health for 10 telemonitoring units totaling $6,396.00 for the remainder of this fiscal year (FY24) and $6,594.00 annually for the remainder of the lease agreement. - VNA
6. Topic re: Approve spending up to $50,000 with New Era Technology under state contract OGS # PM 20790 and to approve a bid waiver for spending up to $105,000 with Frontier Communications for the fiscal year 2024 to allow for the implementation of the redundant SIP service and maintenance contract, since this is in the best interest of the town. – Information Technology

7. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to enter into a contract with Mr. Asani for services as the main Food and Beverage provider for Timberlin Golf Course for the period beginning January 1, 2024 through December 31, 2026, with a Town option to extend the contract for two more years. – Golf Course
8. Topic re: Approve and authorize the Town Manager to enter into a contract with the White Collar, CALU Local #2 union from July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2026. – Human Resources 

9. Topic re: Approve non-budgeted appropriation of $75,000 from fiscal year 2024 General Fund Unassigned Fund Balance into Recap Tennis & Basketball Court pending Board of Finance approval and waive the town’s bidding procedures, as this is in the best interest of the town and approve the resurfacing of Berlin High School basketball & tennis courts for an amount not to exceed $75,000 with Classic Turf Company LLC pending approval of the FY24 non-budgeted appropriation by the Board of Finance. – Public Grounds
10. Topic re: That the Town Council authorized the Berlin Board of Education to apply to the State of Connecticut Commissioner of Administrative Services to accept or reject a grant for the HVAC IAQ Grant at the Mary E. Griswold Elementary School and that Public Building Commission is hereby established as the building committee about the HVAC IAQ Grant at Grant at the Mary E. Griswold Elementary School and that the Town Council authorized the preparation of schematic drawings and outline specification for the HVAC IAQ Grant at the Mary E. Griswold Elementary School. – Board of Education
11. Topic re: That the Town Council authorize the Berlin Board of Education to apply to the State of Connecticut, Commissioner of Administrative Services to accept or reject a grant for the HVAC IAQ Grant at the Richard D. Hubbard Elementary School and that Public Building Commission is hereby established as the building committee regarding the HVAC IAQ Grant at Grant at the Richard D. Hubbard Elementary School and that the Town Council authorize the preparation of schematic drawings and outline specifications for the HVAC IAQ Grant at the Richard D. Hubbard Elementary School. – Board of Education 
12. Topic re: Appoint the following members to serve on the Plan of Conservation and Development Implementation Committee; Joan Veley - R, Economic Development Commission- Ed Egazarian - D, Conservation Commission Guy Hoffman - R, Parks and Recreation Commission- Lucas Van Zandt - R, Water Control Commission- Bruce LaRoche - D, Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission- Peter Nieman - D, , Zoning Board of Appeals- Lenny Tubbs - U, Historic District Commission John Diakun – R, and Town Council – Sandra Coppola - R. – Economic Development
13. Topic re: Amend the Town of Berlin Affordable Housing Plan (AHP) per the recommendations in the report by FHI Studio attached hereto and to be attached to the minutes. – Economic Development
14. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to enter an amendment to the contract with FHI Studio in an amount not to exceed $8,500 to be paid from the  Plan of Devel. Update account, to assist with preparation of zoning ordinance amendments recommended in the Town’s Affordable Housing Plan and Plan of Conservation and Development, subject to review and approval of Corporation Counsel. – Economic Development
15. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to the deed the previously abandoned portion of Wigwam Road as described by Map 1915 filed in the Town of Berlin Land Records and prepared by the Town of Berlin Engineering Department that extends from the north end of Sanctuary Lane to Ragged Mountain Preserve to the City of New Britain Water Department and to reaffirm the previous approval to the relocate of the Public Access And Emergency & Municipal Vehicle Access in a manner as depicted in the map titled  “Relocation of Easement for Public Access And Emergency & Municipal Vehicle Access Along Former Wigwam Road” dated June 2023, scale 1”=300’, prepared by New England GeoSystems, subject to review and approval of Corporation Counsel. – Economic Development 
16. Topic re: Appropriate a $500,000 Small Town Economic Assistance Grant (STEAP) for the Steele Boulevard Park project and appropriate a Connecticut Communities Challenge Grant of $1,560,947 for the Kensington Village Core TOD Improvement Project subject to Newport Realty 848 Farmington Ave LLC securing project financing and approvals, and to refer this matter to the Board of Finance. – Economic Development
17. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to enter into an amendment to the license agreement between the Town and Newport Realty Group, LLC  to extend the license to a new termination date of December 31, 2024, subject to review and approval of Corporation Counsel. – Economic Development
18. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to enter into easements with Newport Realty Group, the Kensington Fire Department, and the Berlin Land Trust to allow trail improvements to be constructed and to provide public access to trails at the rear of 848 Farmington Avenue as shown on the map titled “Concept Walking and Foot Path System for Berlin Town Center, Concept Layout”, subject to review and approval of said easements by Corporation Counsel. – Economic Development
19. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to execute subordination agreements to the State of Connecticut and related to additional financing from Thomaston Savings Bank, with respect to the Town’s mortgage from Newport 848 Farmington Ave, LLC related to a façade program grant that is recorded at Volume 773, page 226 of the Berlin Land Records, subject to the review and approval of Corporation Counsel. – Economic Development
20. Topic re: Discussion on the Revenue Collector’s Cash Acceptance Policy – Town Manager
21. Topic re: Appoint Councilor Sandra Coppola to the Pension Committee of the Town of Berlin Police Pension Plan. – Town Manager
J. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:
K. SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS:
L. COUNCILORS’ COMMUNICATION:
M. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:


October 3, 2023
N. ADJOURNMENT
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