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Join Zoom Meeting 

https://berlinct-gov.zoom.us/j/82930779218?pwd=NXNCVjZubCtudm1MT2kweGo0NG1sZz09  

 

Meeting ID: 829 3077 9218 

Passcode: 227067 

One tap mobile 

+1-929-205-6099 (New York) 

 

 

TOWN OF BERLIN 

SPECIAL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

Monday, May 8, 2023 

Town Council Chambers 

Remote Meeting 

6:30 P.M. (Immediately Following Town Meeting) 

 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER: 

Mayor Kaczynski called the Special Town Council Meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. 

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

C. ROLL CALL: 

 

Those in attendance were:  Councilor Sandra Coppola 

Councilor Casey Foster 

Mayor Mark Kaczynski 

Councilor Charles Paonessa 

Councilor Donna Risolo – via Zoom 

Councilor Donna Veach – joined via telephone at 6:38 p.m. 

 

 Absent:    Councilor Peter Rosso 

       

Also in attendance:   Town Manager Arosha Jayawickrema 

       

D. MEETING AGENDA  

 

E. NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Topic re: Approve a FY23 non-budgeted appropriation of $133,000.00 from the General Fund 

Interest on Investments account to the Capital Non-Recurring Fund HVAC-Willard account 

to fund HVAC upgrades at Willard Elementary School, pending approval by the Board of 

Finance. – Facilities/Public Works 
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Town Manager Jayawickrema stated that this item was the subject of tonight’s Special Town 

Meeting.  The Town Council was provided a project cost breakdown with the associated fees for All 

State Construction, Newfield Construction, Haz Pro, and Sustainable Engineering.  ARPA funds of 

$5,048.000 were previously appropriated for this project leaving a shortfall of $132,141 which is 

being rounded to $133,000. 

Haz Pro figures have been updated to reflect prevailing wages.  An agenda item will be brought 

forward at the next Town Council meeting to include these wages. 

Councilor Veach joined via telephone speaker at 6:38 p.m. and Town Manager Jayawickrema 

restated the above information for her. 

Councilor Paonessa moved to approve a FY23 non-budgeted appropriation of $133,000.00 from the 

General Fund Interest on Investments account to the Capital Non-Recurring Fund HVAC-Willard 

account to fund HVAC upgrades at Willard Elementary School, pending approval by the Board of 

Finance. 

Seconded by Councilor Coppola. 

Those voting in favor: Councilor Coppola, Councilor Foster, Councilor Paonessa, Councilor Risolo, 

Councilor Veach, Mayor Kaczynski. 

Vote being 6-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

F. ADJOURNMENT 

Councilor Coppola moved to adjourn at 6:42 p.m. 

Seconded by Councilor Paonessa. 

Those voting in favor: Councilor Coppola, Councilor Foster, Councilor Paonessa, Councilor Risolo, 

Councilor Veach, Mayor Kaczynski. 

Vote being 6-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

 

Submitted by, 

 

Kathryn J. Wall 

Clerk of the Meeting 
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Join Zoom Meeting 

https://berlinct-gov.zoom.us/j/85316356739?pwd=T21LL3NoWXZMVFVMWDBKdXVLRmp1UT09  

 

Meeting ID: 853 1635 6739 

Passcode: 986417 

One tap mobile 

+1-305-224-1968  US 

 

TOWN OF BERLIN 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

Tuesday, June 6, 2023 

Town Council Chambers (in person) 

Remote Meeting 

7:00 P.M.  

 

A. CALL TO ORDER: 

Mayor Kaczynski called the Town Council Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

C. ROLL CALL: 

 

Those in attendance were:  Councilor Sandra Coppola 

Councilor Casey Foster 

Mayor Mark Kaczynski 

Councilor Charles Paonessa 

Councilor Donna Risolo 

Councilor Peter Rosso – joined at 8:09 p.m.via Zoom 

     Councilor Donna Veach – via Zoom 

 

Also in attendance:   Town Manager Arosha Jayawickrema 

      Corporation Counsel Jeffrey Donofrio 

 

D. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS: 

 

John Flynn, 103 Hartland Terrace – Mr. Flynn stated that he is the Berlin Police Union President 

and he wished to extend thanks to all involved in the creation of the new Police Pension Plan as it 

has made the Berlin Police Department a more competitive department and he believes there will be 

more applying to the department and more officers staying on. 
 

E. MAYOR’S UPDATE: 

 

Mayor Kaczynski stated that the veterans had a wonderful Memorial Day parade and presentation at 

the Town green.  Veterans should be remembered every day not just on Memorial Day. 
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The Hartford Business Journal recently reported on 25 surrounding municipal mill rates and Berlin’s 

mill rate was the lowest. 

 

June is Pride Month and Mayor Kaczynski stated that Berlin is an inclusive community that strives 

for diversity.  All in town should live without fear of prejudice, discrimination, violence, or hatred 

based upon gender identity or sexual orientation.   

 

Juneteenth will be celebrated at the Berlin-Peck Memorial Library on June 17th from 11:00 a.m. to 

3:30 p.m. with several speakers presenting. 

 

F. MEETING AGENDA – Immediately Following the Mayor’s Update 

 

G. CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Topic re: Accept donations to the Berlin Animal Control Donation Account for $ 305.00 for 

Animal Care and supplies valued at $ 226.08. – Animal Control 

2. Topic re: Accept a donation of $9,910 and to deposit these funds into the Myrna Pauloz Senior 

Center Donation Account and appropriate said funds to Senior Center Budget, Furniture 

Account, Computer Account, and Programs and Activities Account. – Senior Center 

3. Topic re: Authorize the Senior Center Director to accept with the three other Central CT 

Health District towns and the Central CT Health District to accept the NCOA Vaccine Uptake 

Initiative Grant funds of $50,000. – Senior Center   

4. Topic re: Approve the request of the St. Paul School Drama Club to waive all fees associated 

with having a Berlin Police Officer at Berlin High School to control traffic for those attending 

the performance of the Wizard of Oz.  The total amount of the fee to be waived is 

approximately $377. – Town Manager 

5. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to enter into a farm use License Agreement with Ryan 

Matson for the portion of the property across from Berlin High School on Patterson Way that 

is appropriate for farm use. – Town Manager 

 

6. Topic re: Approve Berlin Youth Football and Cheerleading to sell food and beverages at their 

home football games at Scalise Football Field, Sage Park for the 2023 season. – Parks and 

Recreation 

 

7. Topic re: Approve Berlin High School Class of 2024 to sell food and beverages at Berlin High 

School events during the 2023 – 2024 school year. – Parks and Recreation 

 

8. Topic re: Approve permission for consumption of alcoholic beverages (BYOB - beer and wine) 

and to charge a fee at Sage Park Pavilion for the Ektamandal - Patel family picnic for 

approximately 80 people of all ages on Sunday, July 2 with a rain date of Tuesday July 4, 2023 

from 10:00AM – 8:00PM.  A buffet meal will be served with music and games for 

entertainment. Tulip Insurance will be obtained. – Parks and Recreation 
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9. Topic re: Transfer $662,113.56, as detailed on the accompanying spreadsheet, to cover higher 

than budgeted expenditures in identified accounts. – Finance 
 

10. Topic re: Accept monetary donations totaling $717.63 and deposit $341.31 into the friends of 

the library miscellaneous account for the purchase of library programs, program supplies and 

two museum pass renewals, and deposit $376.32 into the friends of the library credit card 

account for library program supplies and move to accept (50) $1 Pralines ice cream coupons 

with a value of $50.00 and (2) hand woven scarves with an estimated value of $50.00 to be used 

as summer reading prizes and move to accept books with an estimated value of $84.93 to be 

added to the appropriate department collections. – Berlin-Peck Memorial Library 
 

11. Topic re: Authorize Berlin Town Manager to apply to Amplify, Inc. for a grant in the amount 

of $5,000 in Connecticut State Opioid Response Initiative funds, and to authorize the Town 

Manager to accept the grant on behalf of the Berlin Social & Youth Services, and to sign any 

contracts and agreements pertaining to this grant.  Upon receipt funds will be deposited in the 

State Opioid Response Grant revenue account and to appropriate the $5,000 grant to the State 

Opioid Response Grant expense account, subject to approval by the Board of Finance. – Social 

and Youth Services 

 

Councilor Paonessa moved to accept the Consent Agenda as presented. 

 

Seconded by Councilor Coppola. 

 

Those voting in favor: Councilor Coppola, Councilor Foster, Councilor Paonessa, Councilor Risolo, 

Councilor Veach, Mayor Kaczynski 

 

Vote being 6-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

H. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Town of Berlin will conduct a public hearing on Tuesday, 

June 6, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. to discuss the 2023 Connecticut Neighborhood Assistance Act (NAA) 

Tax Credit Program and to solicit citizen input.  The meeting can also be accessed via Zoom.  

Please refer to the Town of Berlin Website at www.berlinct.gov for more information regarding 

the meeting link. 

 

The Connecticut Neighborhood Assistance Act Tax Credit Program provides a tax credit to 

business firms that make cash investments in qualifying community programs conducted by tax 

exempt or municipal agencies.  The community programs must be approved by both the 

municipality in which the programs are conducted and by the Department of Revenue Services 

(DRS).  A tax credit equal to 100% of the cash invested is available to business firms that invest in 

energy conservation projects.  Tax exempt entities desiring to obtain benefits under the NAA must 

complete an application and submit it to the municipal agency overseeing the implementation of 

the proposal.  The overseeing municipal agency then completes their portion of the application 

and submits it to DRS on or before July 1 of each year.  Prior to submitting the application to 
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DRS, each municipality must hold a public hearing on all program applications.  The governing 

body of the municipality must vote to approve the programs. 

 

This year, there were two proposals submitted from the Prudence Crandall Center, one from the 

Kensington Congregational Church and one from the Friends of the Worthington Meeting House, 

Inc. The Prudence Crandell Center provides a comprehensive array of services to victims of 

domestic violence to Berlin residents, schools, and community groups.  Kensington 

Congregational Church’s Historic 1774 Meetinghouse serves over 500 members through 

community outreach programs and activities and the Worthington Meeting House primarily 

serves the Town of Berlin and the Central Connecticut area.  It will be an attraction for the town 

and will provide meeting room and event space to be shared by the Berlin Historical Society and 

other community organizations.  All three groups wish to submit proposals for the 2023 

Connecticut Neighborhood Assistance Act (NAA) Tax Credit Program.   

 

The public hearing will also give citizens an opportunity to make their comments known on the 

proposed project.  If you are unable to participate in the public hearing, you may direct written 

comments to Arosha Jayawickrema, Town Manager, 240 Kensington Road, Berlin, CT  06037, or 

you may telephone 860-828-7003.  Additional information may be obtained at the above address 

between the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Thursday and 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Friday.  

 

All are encouraged to participate.  The hearing is accessible to the handicapped.  Any disabled 

persons requiring special assistance or non-English speaking persons should contact Jen Ochoa, 

ADA Coordinator, at 860-828-7010 at least five days prior to the hearing. 

The Town of Berlin promotes fair housing and makes all programs available to low- and 

moderate-income families regardless of age, race, color, religion, sex, national origin, sexual 

preference, marital status, or handicap. 

Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action 

 

Mayor Kaczynski convened the Public Hearing on the 2023 Connecticut Neighborhood Assistance 

Act (NAA) Tax Credit Program at 7:08 p.m. and stated the purpose of this public hearing by reading 

the legal notice into the record. 

 

Mayor Kaczynski stated that a letter from the Berlin Historical Society was included in the Town 

Council packet supporting this program for their work on the Worthington Meeting House. 

 

No public comments were made.  

 

Councilor Paonessa stated that he supports all three agencies’ requests. 

 

Councilor Risolo requested additional information on the Town’s support of the Berlin Historical 

Society’s endeavor.  Mayor Kaczynski stated that the restoration of the meeting house is very 

expensive.  The Town has suggested that the Historical Society work to obtain private funding as 

well as grants for the project.  Councilor Risolo suggested they reach out to private businesses such 

as contractors and electricians. 
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Councilor Veach stated that State budget was finalized yesterday and approximately $10,000 was 

allocated to the Berlin Historical Society to repair the cupola on the Meeting House.  

 

Mayor Kaczynski closed the Public Hearing at 7:15 pm. 

 

I. NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Topic re: Review and discuss the final drafted pension plan document. – Human Resources 

Town Manager Jayawickrema introduced this item stating that the Town Council was previously 

presented with basic parameters of the Police pension plan and they charged the Police Union 

leadership and Town to work with an attorney to come up with a Pension plan document.  All 

involved were very pleased with the services provided by Employee Benefits Attorney Brenden 

Butler of Reid & Riege. 

He added that the plan presented to the Town Council makes good economic sense, sticks to the 

basic parameters provided, and is attractive and competitive for the officers. 

Attorney Butler stated that the Plan is set to become effective on July 1, 2023.  The plan is going to 

be applicable to two groups; officers hired on or after July 1, 2023 and officers that are currently 

participating in the Town’s defined contribution (DC) retirement plan that choose, during the 60-day 

window beginning on July 1, 2023, to cease participation in the DC plan and move to the new Town 

of Berlin Police Benefit Fund. Those that choose to move to the new fund will no longer be an active 

participant in the DC plan. 

The Town of Berlin will be determining a buy-in amount for the new plan which will be funded by 

an individual’s account under the DC plan.  The Town will fund any differences, if there are any, 

between the calculated buy-in amount and the participant’s current DC account balance.  

Conceivably excess funds could remain in an officer’s DC plan and therefore there could be officers 

in two plans.  

There is currently a Town of Berlin defined benefit retirement income plan and officers participating 

in that plan will not be eligible to participate in the new plan. 

The new plan is to be administered by a committee appointed and approved by the Town Manager 

and shall include at least one Police Union representative.  Attorney Butler added that State law 

requires that a municipality that is establishing a new pension plan either adopts the plan by 

ordinance or if a municipality does not have the power to make ordinances, then it is adopted by a 

resolution with a two-thirds vote of its legislative body. 

All police officer participants will contribute 8% of their compensation to the plan and the Town will 

pick up those contributions in accordance with Internal Revenue code 414(h)(2) which means that 

the Town resolves to do this and allows the contributions to the plan to be treated as employer 

contributions for federal tax purposes which means they are not included in the participant’s current 

income.  Effectively the Town withholds that 8% and contributes to the plan on behalf of the 

employee. What will be required is for the Town to formally resolve to allow the pickup of these 

contributions which can be done through a resolution.  
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The normal retirement date for an officer is the first day of the month coinciding with the earlier of 

the age of 55 with ten years of credited service, or 25 years of credited service. 

One of the terms that applies throughout the plan is that any officers that transfer into the Fund 

within in the 60-day window mentioned earlier will be required to participate for five years in the 

plan in order to be eligible for a normal retirement benefit.  The exception being an officer that 

reaches the age of 65 before completing five years of participation. 

Upon attaining normal retirement date an officer will be entitled to a single life annuity which would 

be calculated as 2% of a participant's average earnings multiplied by a three-year-high average 

multiplied by the years of credited service up to 20 years plus, if applicable for officers who are 

longer tenured, 2.5% of the participant’s average earnings multiplied by each year of credited service 

in excess of 20 years up to 30 years.  Any officers working in excess of 30 years will not be 

required, after those 30 years, to keep contributing to the plan.  For those officers that are coming 

over from the DC plan during the 60-day window will be credited to their original date of hire. 

There is an early retirement benefit under the plan at age 45 with ten years of service.  Officers can 

elect to receive their retirement benefit commencing at normal retirement date which would equal 

their accrued benefit or elect the benefit commencing on the first day of the month coinciding with 

or next following their early retirement date and that would be actuarily adjusted. 

The plan does have a disability benefit for a participant who becomes totally and permanently 

disabled under the definition in the plan which is a “physical or mental condition resulting from 

bodily injury or disease, or mental disorder which wholly and permanently renders the participant 

incapable of continuing service with the Town of Berlin Police Department”.  It was made clear that 

a disability will be determined by two physicians; one that the officer brings forward and one 

brought forward by the Town to either confirm or disagree.  If there is a disagreement a third 

physician would be brought forward by the plan administrator. 

The benefit under the disability provision is that the participant would receive a monthly payment of 

one-twelfth of 60% of their three-year-high average earnings as of the date of their disability.  A 

disabled participant will continue to accrue years if credited service up to 30 years. 

There is a 10-year service requirement for vesting in the plan that is relevant for officers that 

terminate prior to normal retirement.  Again, there is the five-year participation requirement for 

those transferring over from the DC plan.  Conceivably if someone comes over from the DC plan 

with 15 years of service, they can be fully vested but they still must have the five years of 

participation or reach age 65 to be eligible for the vested benefit.  

There is a requirement in all municipal plans that take participant contributions, that if in any 

scenario an officer starts receiving a benefit and the total benefit does not equal the total of the 

participant’s contributions the excess of benefits that was contributed to the plan on the officer’s 

behalf would have to be paid out to either the officer or their beneficiary.   

The officers will be provided an opportunity to choose between a single life annuity which is the 

normal form of benefit under the plan, or they may choose to elect their benefit in a 10-year certain 
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and life option which is essentially a guarantee of 120 monthly payments.  If an officer dies before 

receiving those 120 monthly payments the remainder will be paid out to his beneficiary. 

Another option they will be allowed to receive is a joint and survivor annuity with a designated 

beneficiary.  There will be three options to choose from: 100%, 75%, and 50%.  The higher the 

percentage they choose the smaller the amount the officer will receive and the greater amount their 

beneficiary will receive.   

Attorney Butler restated that the Town needs to make sure that this plan is adopted in respect to the 

provisions of the Connecticut General Statues referenced earlier, the pickups are formally resolved 

by the Town to be done before the plan’s effective date of July 1, 2023, and an amendment must be 

made to the current plan spelling out the mentioned 60-day window opportunity and the 

ramifications of it for those choosing to transfer to the new plan. 

The Town is still able to amend and terminate the plan, but the collective bargaining process must be 

involved.  It was made clear that minor and required amendments do not need to go through this 

process. 

Mayor Kaczynski thanked all involved in developing this new plan.  He believes it will assist in 

attracting and retaining new officers in Berlin. 

Town Manager Jayawickrema stated that this plan will be brought back to the Town Council. 

Finance Director Kevin Delaney has been working with the actuaries to determine the buy-in amount 

for each officer. The officers will then have that 60-day window to decide to join the new plan or 

not, and after that the Town will know exactly how many officers will be joining and whatever the 

gap is the Town will need to subsidize. 

The Town Manager will be working with Corporation Counsel Donofrio and Attorney Butler to 

develop resolutions and authorizations that will be brought to the Town Council at the June 20th 

Town Council meeting. 

Mayor Kaczynski confirmed that the officers will be provided with guidance and education through 

the process. He added that he would also like the Police Commission to vote an endorsement of the 

plan. 

Attorney Butler stated that there are provisions in the plan that would allow a lateral to purchase up 

to five years of credited service with another municipal police force through a policy established by 

the committee to be credited to the new hire.   

Councilor Paonessa stated that he is glad that this new plan has been created and sees a great value 

in it helping to keep officers in town for a long term.  He added that he wants to make sure that this 

Council and future Councils are required to make contributions as a previous plan was neglected 

which caused financial hardships to the Town.  He asked that an ordinance be adopted that requires 

those payments to be included in the yearly budget.  Corporation Counsel agreed that could be done. 

Councilor Veach asked who would be managing this account.  Finance Director Delaney stated that 

is still to be determined.  The Town is looking at some different custodians and trustees to hold the 

assets and manage payment, and also looking at different financial advisors.  One of the most 
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important things is that the Town plans to continue with their existing actuaries in order to have the 

sound guidance it has been receiving. 

Mayor Kaczynski stated that this plan will be voted on by the Town Council at the June 20th 

meeting.   Attorney Butler suggested that if the plan is approved by the Town Council on June 20th 

and shortly before or shortly after that date the collective bargaining agreement is finalized, he 

recommends having this signed and resolved prior to July 1st.  Town Manager stated that he plans to 

bring both to Town Council on June 20th.  

NO ACTION TAKEN 

2. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to approve invoices for services rendered surpassing 

$25,000 bid threshold, to complete preparation of pension plan documents for the police 

pension plan, not to exceed $50,000. – Human Resources 

Town Manager Jayawickrema stated that this item is to increase the purchase order to Reid & Riege 

for services related to the police pension plan.  He added that the firm has been responsive and 

extremely easy to work with during the process. 

Councilor Paonessa moved to authorize the Town Manager to approve invoices for services rendered 

surpassing $25,000 bid threshold, to complete preparation of pension plan documents for the police 

pension plan, not to exceed $50,000. 

Seconded by Councilor Coppola. 

Those voting in favor: Councilor Coppola, Councilor Foster, Councilor Paonessa, Councilor Risolo, 

Councilor Veach, Mayor Kaczynski 

Vote being 6-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

3. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to apply for the $4,000 Juvenile Review Board Grant 

on behalf of the Town and accept the non-budgeted appropriation of the State of Connecticut 

Youth Services Bureau Grant in the amount of $3,421.00 for deposit in the Child and Youth 

Services revenue account and appropriate those funds to the Youth Grant expenditure 

account, subject to approval by the Board of Finance. – Social Services 

Director of Social Services Jaymee Miller stated that this item is requesting permission to apply for 

the Juvenile Review Board Grant.  She added that the appropriation amount was mistakenly written 

as $3,421 but should be the $4,000. 

Councilor Paonessa moved to authorize the Town Manager to apply for the $4,000 Juvenile Review 

Board Grant on behalf of the Town and accept the non-budgeted appropriation of the State of 

Connecticut Youth Services Bureau Grant in the amount of $4,000.00 for deposit in the Child and 

Youth Services revenue account and appropriate those funds to the Youth Grant expenditure 

account, subject to approval by the Board of Finance. 

Seconded by Councilor Coppola. 
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Those voting in favor: Councilor Coppola, Councilor Foster, Councilor Paonessa, Councilor Risolo, 

Councilor Veach, Mayor Kaczynski 

Vote being 6-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

The motion on this item was reaffirmed at the end of the meeting. 

4. Topic re: Approve the Berlin Peck Memorial Library applying for a grant through the 

Connecticut Education Network to fund network upgrades to enhance CEN performance for 

the library and, if awarded, to appropriate the grant funds to the CEN Grant account pending 

approval by the Board of Finance. This will in turn improve performance for the libraries 

network in general and provide much needed upgrades that would otherwise need to be 

calculated into the budget.  The total dollar amount of the grant is $62,640.00. – Berlin-Peck 

Memorial Library 

Berlin-Peck Memorial Library Director Kim McNally stated that this item is to request approval to 

apply for the second part of the Fiber to Libraries Grant. 

In February 2022 the Library was awarded a $6,839 grant from the Connecticut Education Network 

for a State funded network assessment. Novus performed the assessment of the Library’s IT 

network, and the Library is now eligible for $62,640 for equipment and installation fees to upgrade 

internal connections.  The assessment showed the need for a new sonic wall, network switch, and 

other items.   

Councilor Paonessa moved to approve the Berlin Peck Memorial Library applying for a grant 

through the Connecticut Education Network to fund network upgrades to enhance CEN performance 

for the library and, if awarded, to appropriate the grant funds to the CEN Grant account pending 

approval by the Board of Finance. This will in turn improve performance for the libraries network in 

general and provide much needed upgrades that would otherwise need to be calculated into the 

budget.  The total dollar amount of the grant is $62,640.00. 

Seconded by Councilor Coppola. 

Those voting in favor: Councilor Coppola, Councilor Foster, Councilor Paonessa, Councilor Risolo, 

Councilor Veach, Mayor Kaczynski 

Vote being 6-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

5. Topic re: Approve the continuation of the contract for Netsmart’s electronic health record and 

documentation system for one year, amount not to exceed $28,140. – VNA 

VNA Administrator Alea Piatek stated that the VNA is looking to continue their contract with 

Netsmart for one year.  She added that she has been looking into other systems, but they come at a 

higher cost therefore they will be staying with Netsmart for the time being. She hopes to find a 

system that will provide more automated financial aspects in the future. 

Councilor Paonessa moved to approve the continuation of the contract for Netsmart’s electronic 

health record and documentation system for one year, amount not to exceed $28,140. 
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Seconded by Councilor Coppola. 

Those voting in favor: Councilor Coppola, Councilor Foster, Councilor Paonessa, Councilor Risolo, 

Councilor Veach, Mayor Kaczynski 

Vote being 6-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

6. Topic re: Approve the purchase of one Kubota 6000HSTC tractor with attachments from M.B. 

Tractor & Equipment utilizing Sourcewell contract #031121-KBA in an amount not to exceed 

$55,000. and the purchase of six Generac light towers utilizing Sourcewell contract #020923-

GNR in amount not to exceed $52,884. – Parks and Recreation/Parks and Grounds 

Superintendent of Parks and Grounds Steve Wood stated he would like this item moved to the next 

Town Council meeting. 

NO ACTION TAKEN 

7. Topic re: Waive the Town’s bidding procedure for Water & Wetland LLC, in the amount of 

$25,000 for permitting, treatment and aeration of invasive species at several waterways 

throughout town as this is in the best interest for town. – Parks and Grounds 

Superintendent of Parks and Grounds Wood stated that this item is the Town’s annual contract to 

treat Veteran’s Park, Railroad Pond, and Paper Goods Pond for invasive species.  He added that only 

one-third of each pond can be done at one time to prevent the fish kill that occurred in the past. 

The first treatment will be next week at Veterans Park.  Signs will be posted at all three locations, 

and Water & Wetland LLC will be advertising in the Citizens to make residents aware of the 

application process.  Leaflets will also be distributed to bordering property owners. 

Councilor Paonessa moved to waive the Town’s bidding procedure for Water & Wetland LLC, in 

the amount of $25,000 for permitting, treatment and aeration of invasive species at several 

waterways throughout town as this is in the best interest for town. 

Seconded by Councilor Coppola. 

Those voting in favor: Councilor Coppola, Councilor Foster, Councilor Paonessa, Councilor Risolo, 

Councilor Veach, Mayor Kaczynski 

Vote being 6-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

8. Topic re: Approve a transfer of $30,000 from the Veterans Commission General fund to the 

Parks and Grounds Capital Non Recuring account for irrigation at Veterans Park. – Parks 

and Grounds 

Superintendent of Parks and Grounds Wood stated that his department requested to install irrigation 

at Veterans Park due to the tendency of the grass to burn out quickly.  It was determined that a cap 

that was installed at the park was only six to eight inches from the surface when it should have been 

12 to 16 inches below. 
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Loureiro Engineering was hired to do a survey and apply for permission from the DEEP to break 

into the cap.  That item will not make it to the queue at DEEP until the middle of July, so his 

department is requesting to transfer funds from the General Fund budget into the Parks and Grounds 

Capital Non Recuring account to be able to finish the irrigation work and begin in early Fall or late 

Spring of 2024. 

Councilor Paonessa moved to approve a transfer of $30,000 from the Veterans Commission General 

fund to the Parks and Grounds Capital Non Recuring account for irrigation at Veterans Park. 

Seconded by Councilor Coppola. 

Vote being 7-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

9. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to schedule a public hearing at 7:00 pm on June 20, 

2023 concerning the approval of the contract to lease golf course utility carts from EZ-GO 

using PNC Bank, National Association in the amount not exceeding $34,348.73. The yearly 

payments will be in the amount not exceeding $6,879.73 starting 8/1/23 and ending 8/1/27. - 

Golf Course 

Director of Golf Sol Guerrero stated he is recommending entering into a lease agreement for three 

Cushman utility carts with EZ-GO.  The lease term is 54 months and at the end of the lease the 

Town can purchase the utility carts under market value cost or return the carts with no penalty.  Mr. 

Guerrero added that in his experience with EZ-GO they have a great service program. 

Councilor Paonessa moved to authorize the Town Manager to schedule a public hearing at 7:00 pm 

on June 20, 2023 concerning the approval of the contract to lease golf course utility carts from EZ-

GO using PNC Bank, National Association in the amount not exceeding $34,348.73. The yearly 

payments will be in the amount not exceeding $6,879.73 starting 8/1/23 and ending 8/1/27. 

Seconded by Councilor Coppola. 

Vote being 7-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

10. Topic re: Endorse the Draft 2023 Plan of Conservation and Development as required by 

Connecticut General Statutes Section 8-23(h)(2) and to convey said endorsement to the 

Planning and Zoning Commission. – Planning and Zoning/Economic Development  

Town Planner Maureen Giusti stated that the Town Council held a Public Hearing on the March 31, 

2023 version of the Draft Plan of Conservation and Development on April 18th.  Comments were 

received and the Draft Plan was revised and filed with the Town Clerk and placed on the Town 

website on May 11, 2023.  The Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a Public Hearing on the 

May 11, 2023 version of the Draft Plan on June 15, 2023. 

The purpose of this agenda item is to allow the Town Council the opportunity to continue its 

discussions concerning the Draft Plan.  As required by Connecticut General Statues Section 8-

23(h)(2) the Town Council may approve or reject in its entirety or part the Draft 2023 Plan of 

Conservation and Development and may submit comments and recommendations to the Planning 

and Zoning Commission. 
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Councilor Paonessa moved to endorse the Draft 2023 Plan of Conservation and Development as 

required by Connecticut General Statutes Section 8-23(h)(2) and to convey said endorsement to the 

Planning and Zoning Commission. 

Seconded by Councilor Coppola. 

Vote being 7-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

11. Topic re: Discussion about the future of Pistol Creek Properties – Economic Development 

Town Manager Arosha Jayawickrema stated that at a previous Town Council meeting information 

was provided on current and future uses of Pistol Creek properties.  The Town Council stated that it 

would be helpful to visualize where the properties are in relation to one another and what they are 

currently used for in order to decide how to move forward. 

Economic Development Coordinator Jim Mahoney stated that the Town of Berlin owns the three 

sections of the Pistol Creek property at the corners of Savage Hill Road, Spruce Brook Road, and 

Atkins Street totaling 97.3 acres. The property was acquired at two points in time, July of 2008 for 

$5,450,000 and December of 2023 for $1,000,000.  

One identified potential public use for the property was for open space. The Town has acquired open 

space with most areas in the western section of Town. The Pistol Creek acquisition provided a 

significant area of open space in the eastern portion of Town near East Berlin. The system of cart 

paths at Pistol Creek was viewed as an asset to create walking paths or public multi-use paths. This 

Berlin portion of cart path system is linked to the cart path system on 43 acres of open space on the 

Middletown portion of the former Pistol Creek golf course. 

The largest portion of the property is divided through the center with a large wetlands band and 

contains the cart paths, dog park, and handicap parking and trail.  The clubhouse portion of the 

property is used for various Town activities and services and also contains cart paths and the main 

parking area.  The third portion abuts the City of Middletown parcel on the east side of Atkins Street. 

Mr. Mahoney stated that they wanted to advance the conversation and see if the Town Council had 

any ideas regarding future uses of the property including whether or not the Town wanted to a 

highest and best use analysis to evaluate the best uses of the property and a potential sale price.  This 

would allow them to fine tune discussions and give guidance to the consultant that is hired. Mr. 

Mahoney added that a portion of the most recently obtained parcel contains some of the best views 

in town and that should be kept in mind and possibly preserved as open space. 

Mayor Kaczynski stated that perhaps an analysis of the most recent parcel purchase along Atkins 

Street should be conducted to determine if that property could be used for something else or possibly 

sold. 

Councilor Veach stated that that area of Atkins Street has a lot of traffic, no sidewalks, and the 

property drops off so every option should be looked at before anything is done with the property. 
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Town Manager Jayawickrema suggested leaving the area of Pistol Creek that currently houses the 

dog park as open space and possibly selling the small piece located on the southeast corner of Atkins 

Street and Spruce Brook Road to Middletown. 

Economic Development Director Chris Edge stated that a number of people had expressed interest to 

either use or buy the clubhouse but because the uses would most likely be for-profit uses that could 

not happen due to the bonds on the property which are set to expire in 2025 or 2026. 

Ms. Giusti added that because of the previous application for the property that came before the 

Planning and Zoning Commission there is an extensive file which contains traffic studies, testimony 

from the public concerning the conditions of the area, etc which would be useful for determining 

future uses. 

NO ACTION TAKEN 

12. Topic re: Make a referral to the Planning and Zoning Commission pursuant to section 8-24 of 

the Connecticut General Statutes for a lot line revision to add a 0.25 acre portion of 143 

Percival Avenue to Percival Field parcel Map 8-4, Block 54, Lot 69, for the sale of 143 Percival 

Avenue (4.65 acres after the lot line revision), and for the lease of a 4.15 acre portion Percival 

Field parcel Map 8-4, Block 54, Lot 65 all as shown on the survey of Angus McDonald, Gary 

Sharpe & Associates, Inc. dated October 4, 2017, that is attached hereto also schedule a public 

hearing on June 20 at 7 PM at the Berlin Town Council Chambers regarding the sale of 143 

Percival Avenue and lease of a portion of Map 8-4, Block 54, Lot 65 per the attached survey 

map to the Berlin Housing Authority. – Economic Development 

Economic Development Coordinator Mahoney explained that previous 8-24 referrals were made to 

the Planning and Zoning Commission (P&Z) in 2010 and 2014 regarding the development of 

affordable senior housing however the project has evolved since then including the portion of the 

Percival Field parcel that was going to be sold to Housing Authority will instead be leased. 

Therefore, another 8-24 referral should be made from the Town Council to P&Z for a lot line 

revision to add a portion of 143 Percival Avenue to Percival Field, the sale of 143 Percival Avenue, 

and the lease of a 4.15-acre portion of Percival Field. 

Connecticut General Statues also require that the Town hold a public hearing prior to the sale of 

Town property. 

Councilor Paonessa moved to make a referral to the Planning and Zoning Commission pursuant to 

section 8-24 of the Connecticut General Statutes for a lot line revision to add a 0.25 acre portion of 

143 Percival Avenue to Percival Field parcel Map 8-4, Block 54, Lot 69, for the sale of 143 Percival 

Avenue (4.65 acres after the lot line revision), and for the lease of a 4.15 acre portion Percival Field 

parcel Map 8-4, Block 54, Lot 65 all as shown on the survey of Angus McDonald, Gary Sharpe & 

Associates, Inc. dated October 4, 2017, that is attached hereto. 

Seconded by Councilor Coppola. 

Vote being 7-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 
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Councilor Paonessa moved to schedule a public hearing on June 20 at 7 PM at the Berlin Town 

Council Chambers regarding the sale of 143 Percival Avenue and lease of a portion of Map 8-4, 

Block 54, Lot 65 per the attached survey map to the Berlin Housing Authority. 

Seconded by Councilor Coppola. 

Vote being 7-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

13. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to enter a contract with Barton & Loguidice, LLC for 

the Steele Boulevard Park Project design for a fee not to exceed $48,850 and into amendments 

thereto not to exceed 20% of the contract amount ($9,770) and that the funds for said contract 

be from the Farmington Avenue Development (non-grant) account, subject to review and 

approval of Corporation Counsel. – Economic Development 

Economic Development Director Chris Edge stated that the Town previously received a Small Town 

Economic Assistance grant for the Steele Boulevard Park Project.  A request for proposals was 

issued for the bidding and construction administration services.  Four responses were received, and 

three firms were interviewed by the selection committee which recommends the selection of Barton 

& Loguidice, LLC. 

Councilor Paonessa added that the Prince of Peace Lutheran Church on Chamberlain Highway was 

recently sold, and they would like to donate the church bell to the Town for the park or another 

Town property. 

Councilor Paonessa moved to authorize the Town Manager to enter a contract with Barton & 

Loguidice, LLC for the Steele Boulevard Park Project design for a fee not to exceed $48,850 and 

into amendments thereto not to exceed 20% of the contract amount ($9,770) and that the funds for 

said contract be from the Farmington Avenue Development (non-grant) account, subject to review 

and approval of Corporation Counsel. 

Seconded by Councilor Coppola. 

Vote being 7-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

14. Topic re: Approve a tax abatement for 555 Wethersfield Road LLC for the renovation of a 

22,000 square foot building at 555 Wethersfield Road of 50% in year 1, 40% in year 2, and 

30% in year 3 per the town’s tax abatement policy. – Economic Development 

Economic Development Director Edge stated that DiMaio Construction of Rocky Hill recently 

purchased this property on the corner of Wethersfield Road and White Oak Drive, completely 

refaced the building and created jobs.  This abatement would be based on the increase in assessed 

value resulting from the improvements.   

Councilor Paonessa moved to approve a tax abatement for 555 Wethersfield Road LLC for the 

renovation of a 22,000 square foot building at 555 Wethersfield Road of 50% in year 1, 40% in year 

2, and 30% in year 3 per the town’s tax abatement policy. 

Seconded by Councilor Coppola. 
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Those voting in favor: Councilor Coppola, Councilor Foster, Councilor Paonessa, Councilor Risolo, 

Councilor Rosso, Mayor Kaczynski 

Councilor Veach temporarily stepped away from the meeting. 

Vote being 6-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

15. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to apply for a Community Connectivity Grant in an 

amount of up to $800,000 for sidewalks on Four Rod Road from Winding Meadow Drive to 

Norton Road, on Percival Avenue from Carbo Lane to Percival Field, on Robbins Road from 

Town Drive to Timberwood Road, and on Norton Road, east and west of Cole Lane and 

authorize $85,000 from the Grant Road Improvement for bidding assistance and construction 

administration services for CCPG sidewalks, if the grant is awarded. Also refer the project for 

the construction of sidewalks on Four Rod Road from Winding Meadow Drive to Norton 

Road, on Percival Avenue from Carbo Lane to Percival Field, on Robbins Road from Town 

Drive to Timberwood Road, and on Norton Road, east and west of Cole Lane to the Planning 

and Zoning Commission for a report pursuant to section 8-24 of the Connecticut General 

Statutes. – Economic Development 

Economic Development Coordinator Mahoney stated that this is a continuation of sidewalk 

expansion throughout the town.  The priority has been to expand sidewalks to provide connections 

including to the train station, Kensington Village, schools, community facilities, and open space 

areas and trails. 

The State of Connecticut Connectivity Grant Program is offering a maximum $800,000 grant but 

does not fund construction administration, design, and permitting therefore they are proposing a 

transfer of $85,000 from the Grant Road Improvement account for those items. 

The project will also need to be referred to the Planning and Zoning Commission for an 8-24 review. 

Councilor Paonessa moved to authorize the Town Manager to apply for a Community Connectivity 

Grant in an amount of up to $800,000 for sidewalks on Four Rod Road from Winding Meadow 

Drive to Norton Road, on Percival Avenue from Carbo Lane to Percival Field, on Robbins Road 

from Town Drive to Timberwood Road, and on Norton Road, east and west of Cole Lane. 

Seconded by Councilor Coppola. 

Vote being 7-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

Councilor Paonessa moved to authorize $85,000 from the Grant Road Improvement for bidding 

assistance and construction administration services for CCPG sidewalks, if the grant is awarded. 

Seconded by Councilor Coppola. 

Vote being 7-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

Councilor Paonessa moved to refer the project for the construction of sidewalks on Four Rod Road 

from Winding Meadow Drive to Norton Road, on Percival Avenue from Carbo Lane to Percival 
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Field, on Robbins Road from Town Drive to Timberwood Road, and on Norton Road, east and west 

of Cole Lane to the Planning and Zoning Commission for a report pursuant to section 8-24 of the 

Connecticut General Statutes. 

Seconded by Councilor Coppola. 

Vote being 7-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

16. Topic re: Affirm prior support for proposals from the Prudence Crandall Center, the 

Kensington Congregational Church, and The Friends of the Worthington Meeting House, Inc 

for the 2023 Connecticut Neighborhood Assistance Act (NAA) Tax Credit Program. – Town 

Manager 

Town Manager Jayawickrema stated that this item was the subject of tonight’s Public Hearing and 

the next step in the process is for the Town’s governing body to affirm support for the three 

proposals. 

Councilor Paonessa moved to affirm prior support for proposals from the Prudence Crandall Center, 

the Kensington Congregational Church, and The Friends of the Worthington Meeting House, Inc for 

the 2023 Connecticut Neighborhood Assistance Act (NAA) Tax Credit Program. 

Seconded by Councilor Coppola. 

Vote being 7-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

Reaffirmation of motion and vote on Agenda Item #3 

Town Clerk Kate Wall stated that Consent Agenda item #11 and Regular Agenda item #3 were 

mistakenly switched in the Town Council agenda packet.  Ms. Wall asked for a reaffirmation of the 

motion and vote of item #3. 

Councilor Paonessa moved to authorize the Town Manager to apply for the $4,000 Juvenile Review 

Board Grant on behalf of the Town and accept the non-budgeted appropriation of the State of 

Connecticut Youth Services Bureau Grant in the amount of $4,000.00 for deposit in the Child and 

Youth Services revenue account and appropriate those funds to the Youth Grant expenditure 

account, subject to approval by the Board of Finance. 

Seconded by Councilor Coppola. 

Vote being 7-0 (MOTION CARRIED) – Councilor Rosso joined via Zoom at 8:09 p.m. 

J. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT: 

• Based on comments during the audience of citizens at the last Town Council meeting, and 

direction from the Police Commission, Council directed the Town to look into solutions for 

issues that have been occurring at the end of Brandegee Lane. 
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Yesterday two speed tables were installed on the street closer to the parking lot.  If speeding 

continues at the lower end of the street an additional speed table will be installed. 

Pricing was obtained for two motion sensor, solar powered lights for installation in the 

parking lot.  The total cost including installation is about $12,000 which would need to go 

through the Planning and Zoning approval process. 

The Town Council discussed the placement of signage at the lot as well as blocking off the 

lot during the winter. 

• The Hatchery Brook Bike Race originally scheduled for May 21st was cancelled due to rain 

and will now be held on June 18th.  The Police and Fire Departments are okay with the date 

change. 

• The Town’s motion for summary judgment in the Hellyn Riggins case was granted but an 

appeal has been filed.  

K. SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

The Ordinance Committee met this evening to discuss a remote meeting access ordinance. 

L. COUNCILORS’ COMMUNICATION: 

Councilor Veach stated that flags are being collected at Town Hall.  There is a box located in the 

center rotunda.  Also, the American Legion is holding a fundraising dinner on June 17th. 

Councilor Veach added that the State budget was passed yesterday.  Information will be forthcoming 

to Town officials regarding some upcoming projects. 

Councilor Rosso reminded everyone that graduation at Berlin High School will be held on Friday 

evening. 

Councilor Paonessa stated that he recently required the services of the Berlin VNA, and he was 

impressed at the level of service that he received.  

Councilor Coppola stated that the Veteran’s Commission did a wonderful job with the Memorial 

Day parade.  The turnout was also impressive. 

M. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:   May 16, 2023 

May 30, 2023 

  

Councilor Paonessa moved to accept the Town Council Meeting Minutes of May 16, 2023. 

 

Seconded by Councilor Coppola. 

 

Vote being 7-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

 

Councilor Paonessa moved to accept the Town Council Special Meeting Minutes of May 30, 2023. 



2023-06-06 Town Council Meeting Minutes 

 

 18 

 

Seconded by Councilor Coppola. 

 

Vote being 7-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

 

N. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

1. Real Estate – C.G.S.S. Sec. 1-200 (6) (D) discussion of the selection of a site, sale or purchase 

of real estate by the Town - 0 Berlin Turnpike (16-3-142-48) 

2. Pending Litigations – C.G.S.S. Sec. 1-200 (6) (B) strategy and negotiations with respect to 

pending claims or pending litigation - Sherwood Falls Homeowners Association real property 

tax dispute 

Councilor Paonessa moved to go into Executive Session at 9:13 p.m.: Real Estate – C.G.S.S. Sec. 1-

200 (6) (D) discussion of the selection of a site, sale or purchase of real estate by the Town - 0 Berlin 

Turnpike (16-3-142-48).  Invited in: Town Manager Jayawickrema, Corporation Counsel Donofrio, 

Economic Development Director Edge, and Economic Development Coordinator Mahoney; and 

Pending Litigations – C.G.S.S. Sec. 1-200 (6) (B) strategy and negotiations with respect to pending 

claims or pending litigation - Sherwood Falls Homeowners Association real property tax dispute at 

9:13 p.m. Invited in: Town Manager Jayawickrema and Corporation Counsel Donofrio. 

Seconded by Councilor Coppola. 

 

Vote being 7-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

 

Mr. Edge and Mr. Mahoney left Executive Session after item #1. 

 

Executive session ended at 9:49 p.m. 

 

O. NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED: 

17. Topic re: Discussion and possible action concerning proposed settlement of Sherwood Falls 

Homeowners Association tax dispute. – Corporation Counsel 

Councilor Paonessa moved to approve the proposed settlement of the Sherwood Falls Homeowners 

Association tax dispute on the terms discussed in executive session. 

Seconded by Councilor Coppola. 

 

Vote being 7-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

 

P. ADJOURNMENT: 

Councilor Paonessa moved to adjourn at 9:50 p.m. 

Seconded by Councilor Coppola. 
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Vote being 7-0 (MOTION CARRIED) 

 

Submitted by, 

 

Kathryn J. Wall 

Clerk of the Meeting 


