
Join Zoom Meeting
https://berlinct-gov.zoom.us/j/86840552974?pwd=MDZRMVo3R1VPSmxwZVFYWE5kUllnZz09 

Meeting ID: 868 4055 2974

Passcode: 547901

+1-309-205-3325

TOWN OF BERLIN

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

Tuesday, June 20, 2023
Town Council Chambers (in person)
Remote Meeting
7:00 P.M. 
A. CALL TO ORDER 
B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
C. ROLL CALL
D. PRESENTATION OF PROCLAMATION 
Madelyn Lazzara – Girl Scout Gold Award
E. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS
F. MAYOR’S UPDATE 
G. MEETING AGENDA – Immediately Following the Mayor’s Update
H. CONSENT AGENDA:
1. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to apply for a Community Connectivity Grant in an amount of up to $800,000 for sidewalks on Four Rod Road from Winding Meadow Drive to Norton Road, on Percival Avenue from Carbo Lane to Percival Field, on Robbins Road from Town Drive to Timberwood Road, on Kensington Road from Norton Road to Steeple View Drive, and on Norton Road, east and west of Cole Lane and refer the project for the construction of sidewalks on Four Rod Road from Winding Meadow Drive to Norton Road, on Percival Avenue from Carbo Lane to Percival Field, on Robbins Road from Town Drive to Timberwood Road, on Kensington Road from Norton Road to Steeple View Drive, and on Norton Road, east and west of Cole Lane to the Planning and Zoning Commission for a report pursuant to section 8-24 of the Connecticut General Statutes. – Economic Development
2. Topic re: Accept monetary donations totaling $2,545.04 and deposit $1,000.00 into the library agency account for the purchase of adult fiction and deposit $651.43 into the friends of the library credit card account for the purchase of adult summer reading prizes and child/teen summer reading brag tags and deposit $893.61 into the friends of the library miscellaneous account for adult library program supplies and a child/teen program. – Berlin-Peck Memorial Library
3. Topic re: Accept the non-budgeted appropriation of the State of Connecticut Youth Services Bureau Grant in the amount of $3,421.00 for deposit in the Child and Youth Services revenue account and appropriate those funds to the Youth Grant expenditure account, subject to approval by the Board of Finance. – Youth Services 
4. Topic re: Accept donations to the Berlin Animal Control Donation Account for $200.00 for Animal Care and supplies valued at $200.00. – Animal Control
5. Topic re: Waive $752.60 in fees associated with the hiring of two Police officers to cover the Berlin Fire Department Car Show May 27, 2023. – Police Department
6. Topic re: Accept the donations of $265 and appropriate the funds to the Police K9 Program Expenditure Account. – Police Department
7. Topic re: Accept the donations of $525 and appropriate the funds to the Supplies Expenditure Account. - Police

8. Topic re: Approve the request of the St. Paul Parish to waive all fees associated with having Berlin police officers at the Friar 4 Miler Walk/Run event to help control traffic.  The total amount of the fee to be waived is approximately $2,990. – Police Department

9. Topic re: Transfer $57,500.00, as detailed on the accompanying spreadsheet, to cover higher than budgeted expenditures in identified accounts. – Finance

10. Topic re: Authorize to apply and accept the Senior Center Director to apply for the 17th year of funding in the amount of $30,869 for the State Matching Grant Program SFY 23/24 for Elderly and Disabled Demand Responsive Transportation to cover the wages of the Senior Center per diem bus drivers. – Senior Center
I. PUBLIC HEARINGS
First Public Hearing:

The Town Council of the Town of Berlin will meet at Berlin Town Hall, Council Chambers, 240 Kensington Road, Berlin, CT on Tuesday, June 20, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. for the purpose of holding a public hearing on the proposed lease agreement as follows:
Town Council approval of the contract to lease golf course utility carts from EZ-GO using PNC Bank, National Association in the amount not exceeding $34,348.73. The yearly payments will be in the amount not exceeding $6,879.73 starting 8/1/23 and ending 8/1/27.

Copies of said proposed contract are on file open to public inspection at the Office of the Town Clerk.
Second Public Hearing:

The Town Council of the Town of Berlin will meet at Berlin Town Hall, Council Chambers, 240 Kensington Road, Berlin, CT on Tuesday, June 20, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. for the purpose of holding a public hearing on the proposed sale of public property as follows:
Sale of 143 Percival Avenue and lease of a portion of Map 8-4, Block 54, Lot 65 to the Berlin Housing Authority.

Copy of said proposed survey map is on file open to public inspection at the Office of the Town Clerk.
J. NEW BUSINESS:
1. Topic re: Approve that the Benefit Fund, in the form presented to this meeting, be and hereby is approved and adopted, together with such modifications as in the opinion of counsel for the Town are necessary or desirable to effectuate the intention thereof and to comply with the requirements of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended.
Approve that participants in the Benefit Fund shall be required to contribute eight percent (8%) of his or her compensation to the Benefit Fund, and the Town shall pick-up participant contributions required to be made to the Benefit Fund, in accordance with Internal Revenue Code Section 414(h)(2), so that such contributions will be treated as employer contributions for Federal income tax purposes and will not be included in the current income of participants.
Approve that the assets of the Benefit Fund shall be held in trust, with an individual or corporate fiduciary, as duly appointed by the Town Council, serving as the trustee of the Benefit Fund for the exclusive benefit of the Benefit Fund participants and their beneficiaries, and that the assets of the Benefit Fund shall not be diverted to any other purpose.
Approve that the Berlin Defined Contribution Plan shall be amended to: (i) exclude all Town police officers hired on or after July 1, 2023 from participating in the Berlin Defined Contribution Plan; (ii) cease the active participation in the Berlin Defined Contribution Plan for those Town police officers that elect to participate in the Benefit Fund; (iii) provide for the transfer of his or her entire account (not to exceed the “buy-in” amount) under the Berlin Defined Contribution Plan to the Benefit Fund; and (iv) include such other modifications as in the opinion of pension counsel for the Town are necessary or desirable to effectuate the intention thereof.
Approve that the Town Manager, the Finance Director, or any other officer of the Town designated by the Town Manager be, and hereby is, authorized and empowered, for and on behalf of the Town, to execute such documents and to take any and all other actions which may be necessary or desirable in order to effectuate the intention of the foregoing resolutions. – Human Resources

2. Topic re: Approve and authorize the Town Manager to enter into a contract with the Berlin Police Union, Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 56 from July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2026. – Human Resources

3. Topic re: Approve and authorize the Town Manager to enter into a contract with the Emergency Dispatchers, CALU Local #911 from July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2026. – Human Resources

4. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manger to sign the lease document to approve the contract to lease golf course utility carts from EZ-GO using PNC Bank, National Association in the amount not exceeding $34,348.73. The yearly payments will be in the amount not exceeding $6,879.73 starting 8/1/23 and ending 8/1/27. - Golf Course
5. Topic re: Authorize a lot line revision to add a 0.25-acre portion of 143 Percival Avenue to Percival Field parcel Map 8-4, Block 54, Lot 69 prior to the sale of 143 Percival Avenue. Also affirm the previous actions of the Town Council to authorize  the Town Manager to execute documents to facilitate transfer of title and ground lease execution for the sale of 143 Percival Avenue (4.65 acres after the lot line revision), and the lease of a 4.15 acre portion Percival Field parcel Map 8-4, Block 54, Lot 65 to the Berlin Housing Authority, all as shown on the survey of Angus McDonald, Gary Sharpe & Associates, Inc. dated October 4, 2017. - Economic Development/Housing Authority
6. Topic re: Approve a tax abatement for Coccomo Old Brickyard Lane LLC for the construction of a 21,500 square foot building at 166 Old Brickyard Lane of 50% in year 1, 40% in year 2, 30% in year 3, 20% in year 4 and 10% in year 5 per the town’s tax abatement policy. – Economic Development

7. Topic re: Approve an easement from the Town to 550-554 Berlin Turnpike Associates, LLC for three drainage pipes from 522 and 554 Berlin Turnpike that are either located on or discharge onto the Town of Berlin Water Control property known as 604 Berlin Turnpike, MBL 10-1-83-16, subject to review and approval of Corporation Counsel. – Planning and Zoning

8. Topic re: Waive the Town’s bidding procedures and approve issuing purchase orders for the 2023/24 fiscal year for the following vendors due to the library’s participation in Connecticut Library Consortium and in the Library Connection, Inc. as the best discounts have already been provided.  Both vendors have been approved for bidding waivers for at least the past five fiscal years.  This is in the best interest of the town.

Supplies = $3,100 Books = $68,000 Baker and Taylor Co.  For adult, child and teen books – Total $71,100  
Databases = $685 Books = $2,998 Supplies = $500 Data Services = $35,250 
Audio/Visual = $19,500 - Library Connection, Inc. – Total $58,933 - Berlin-Peck Memorial Library
9. Topic re: Update on the Berlin-Peck Memorial Library – Berlin-Peck Memorial Library
10. Topic re: Approve a contract for the construction of a timber guardrail, as specified by AI Engineering, for the proposed Outdoor Classroom Project at McGee School in the amount of $15,825.00 (Grant Acct. # 00716.45.12.1201.5000.30.3300.00), subject to review of the contract documents by the Corporation Counsel. – Board of Education/Facilities
11. Topic re: Award bid no. 2023-22 to the Imperial Company of Cromwell, CT in the amount of $99,000 and approve utilizing the remaining project account funding up to $43,000 for project contingency and prevailing wage if needed for a total project cost not to exceed $142,000 for roofing replacement and associated work at the South Kensington Fire House main building. - Facilities
12. Topic re: Approve the purchase of one Kubota 6000HSTC tractor with attachments from M.B. Tractor & Equipment utilizing Sourcewell contract #031121-KBA in an amount not to exceed $55,000. and the purchase of six Generac light towers utilizing Sourcewell contract #020923-GNR in amount not to exceed $53,316. – Parks and Recreation/Parks and Grounds
13. Topic re: Approve a transfer of $30,000 from the Storm Related Overtime Account to the Parks and Grounds Capital Non Recuring account to purchase Fisher Poly Caster Sanders. – Parks and Grounds
14. Topic re: Modify the previously approved not-to-exceed amount of $4,463,000.00 (which included a $400,000.00 contingency added to the base contract value of $4,063,000.00 awarded to All State Construction, Inc. of Farmington, CT) for Contract No. 2023-20 for Unit Ventilator Replacement and HVAC Upgrades on the Emma Hart Willard Elementary School, to an amount not to exceed $4,413,000.00, which includes a $350,000 contingency, and waive the bidding procedure, and increase the Willard School HVAC design contract with Friar Architecture Inc.  of Farmington, CT by $20,065.00 for additional services and design services during construction, utilizing contingency in the HVAC Upgrades account, as this is in the best interest of the Town. – Public Building Commission

15. Topic re: Refer the matter of installing two (2) solar-powered streetlights in the parking lot at the south end of Brandegee Lane to the Planning and Zoning Commission for a C.G.S. Section 8-24 Review. - Public Works
16. Topic re: Waive the bidding procedure and authorize the Town Manager to approve the Task Amendment totaling $55,000.00 for Fuss & O’Neill of Manchester, CT to conduct geotechnical explorations and analyses, revise pavement design, and resubmit two applications to the Capital Region Council of Governments for LOTCIP Road Projects, for reconstruction of 1) Burnham Street and Massirio Drive, and 2) Episcopal Drive and Rowley Street, as this is in the best interest of the Town. – Public Works
17. Topic re:  Waive the bidding procedure and award a contract for GIS annual maintenance and departmental services for Fiscal Year 2023-2024 to New England Geo-Systems of Middletown, CT for an amount not to exceed $30,000.00, as this is in the best interest of the Town. - Public Works

18. Topic re: Schedule a public hearing on Tuesday, July 11, 2023 at 7:00 pm concerning an ordinance that requires certain boards and commissions to provide remote access and record all meetings. – Town Manager
K. APPOINTMENTS:
1. Central Connecticut Health District – Patricia J. Checko term expires on June 30, 2023. Reappointment or replacement term would be until June 30, 2026. 
2. Central Connecticut Health District – Raymond Jarema term expires on June 30, 2023. At this time, he is not seeking reappointment. Replacement term would be until June 30, 2026. 
3. Commission for the Aging – Lois Ustanowski has resigned – Term would be until January 31, 2024. Can only be filled with a D or U.
4. Commission for Persons with Disabilities – Vacancy- Term expires on January 31, 2023. Replacement term would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U. 
5. Conservation Commission – Vacancy – Alternate – Term would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
6. Constables – 3 Vacancies -Terms would be until December 2023. Can be filled with D or U with no more than a bare majority to be from one political party (Section 8-6).
7. Inland Wetlands & Water Courses Commission – Alternate –Replacement would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

8. Inland Wetlands & Water Courses Commission – Alternate - Replacement would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U. (Depend on the above appointment).
9. Parks and Recreation Commission –Term expired on January 31, 2023 replacement would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
10. Plainville Area Cable Television Advisory Council (PACTAC) – 2 Vacancies – New terms would expire on June 30, 2023. Can be filled with a D, R or U. There are only two members from Berlin for this board.
11. Planning and Zoning Commission – Alternate - Nikki Sambitsky has resigned. Replacement would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U. 
12. Public Building Commission –Replacement would be until January 31, 2028. Can be filled with a R, D or U.
13. VNA –Replacement would be until January 31, 2025. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

14. VNA –Replacement would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

15. VNA –Replacement would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

16. VNA –Replacement would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
17. Water Control Commission – Alternate – Vacancy – Term would be until January 31, 2024. Can be filled with a D, R or U. 

18. Water Control Commission –Alternate - Vacancy -Term would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

19. Water Control Commission – Alternate – Vacancy – Term would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U. (Depending on the above two appointments).

L. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:
M. SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS:
N. COUNCILORS’ COMMUNICATION:
O. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:

May 8, 2023 Special Meeting
June 6, 2023

P. ADJOURNMENT
2
1

