
Join Zoom Meeting
https://berlinct-gov.zoom.us/j/85341166091?pwd=SVZQeE5yd0RRMVVTRFJqZ3VzaGszUT09 

Meeting ID: 853 4116 6091

Passcode: 746317

One tap mobile

+1-305-224-1968

TOWN OF BERLIN

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

Tuesday,  May 16, 2023
Town Council Chambers (in person)
Remote Meeting
7:00 P.M. 
A. CALL TO ORDER 
B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
C. ROLL CALL
D. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS
E. MAYOR’S UPDATE 
F. MEETING AGENDA – Immediately Following the Mayor’s Update
G. CONSENT AGENDA:
1. Topic re: Transfer $981.00, as detailed on the accompanying spreadsheet, to cover higher than budgeted expenditures in identified accounts. - Finance
2. Topic re: Accept monetary donations totaling $1,693.86 and deposit $962.38 into the friends of the library miscellaneous account for the purchase of library programs, program supplies and two museum pass renewals, and deposit $11.48 into the friends of the library credit card account for library program supplies and deposit $720.00 into the library agency account for the purchase of children’s books in memory of Susan K. Peak and for the general acquisition of books and move to accept the donation of a Kid Kraft doll house with an estimated value of $50.00 to be added to the children’s play area and books with an estimated value of $21.95 to be added to the appropriate department collection and a Pampered Chef springform cake pan set with an approximate value of $32.00 to be utilized as an adult summer reading prize. – Berlin-Peck Memorial Library
3. Topic re: Approve donating/discarding two study carrels and one map stand from the adult department.  Approximate total value of $55.00. – Berlin-Peck Memorial Library
4. Topic re: Approve Berlin Dolphin Swim Team Booster Club to sell prepackaged food and beverages at Berlin Dolphin Swim Team home meets in 2023. – Parks and Recreation
5. Topic re: Approve acceptance of the donations to the fishing derbies in the amount of a $200.00 donation from the Kiwanis Club of Berlin and a $50.00 donation from the Berlin VFW Post 10732, for the Berlin Parks and Recreation Departments youth fishing derbies to be held on Saturday, April 22, and Saturday, April 29, 2023, at Sage Park Pond from 8:00 AM to 10:00 AM. – Parks and Recreation
6. Topic re: Approve Metro Swim Shop to sell swimsuits, caps, goggles, bungee cords, etc. on Thursday, June 22, 2023, at Percival Pool to participants on the Berlin Dolphin Swim Team and to waive the vendor fee of $200.00. – Parks and Recreation
7. Topic re: Approve request by Saint Paul School to have field usage fees, not to exceed an amount of $1,920 waived for the school soccer team practices at Percival Soccer Field for the spring 2023 season. – Parks and Recreation
8. Topic re: Approve permission for consumption of alcoholic beverages (BYOB) at Timberlin Park Pavilion for the Vincent Carbonell - SACC (Spanish American Cultural Club) annual picnic for approximately 45 people on Saturday, June 10, 2023, 10:00 a.m. to 6 p.m.  A buffet style meal will be served. TULIP Insurance will be obtained. – Parks and Recreation
9. Topic re: Call a Town Meeting on June 6, 2023 @6:45 pm for the purpose of voting to accept the non-budgeted appropriation of the State of Connecticut Youth Services Bureau Grant in the amount of $3421.00 for deposit in the Child and Youth Services revenue account and appropriate those funds to the Youth Grant expenditure account, subject to approval by the Board of Finance. – Youth Services
10. Topic re: Approve the request of the Tyler Cop Foundation to waive all fees associated with having Berlin Police support at their 3 x 3 basketball tournament that was held on Sunday, April 2, 2023.  The fee to be waived is $395. – Town Manager

11. Topic re: Approve the request of the Kensington Congregational Church to waive all fees associated with having Berlin Police support at their “Festival on the Hill” on Saturday, June 10, 2023.  The approximate fee to be waived is $1,825. – Town Manager
12. Topic re: Approve the request of the Berlin Lions Club to waive the permit fee to strip & reside the Maintenance Building.  The total amount of the fee to be waived is approximately $225.00. – Building

13. Topic re: Approve the donation of a round of golf for four and two carts to be used as a raffle prize item during the Coach V Memorial Golf Tournament. Total Value of the donation is $242. – Golf Course
14. Topic re: Approve the donation of a round of golf for four and two carts to be used as a raffle prize item during the 34th Annual Saint Paul Golf Open. Total Value of the donation is $242. – Golf Course

15. Topic re: Approve the donation of a round of golf for four and two carts to be used as a raffle prize item during the 5th Annual Charity Miniature Golf Fundraiser. Total Value of the donation is $242. – Golf Course

16. Topic re: Approve the addition of a Driving Range Membership for Junior Golfers on the proposed 2023 Golf Rate Schedule. The cost of the membership would be $200 for the first child and $100 for additional kid(s). – Golf Course
17. Topic re: Approve the request of the Griswold School Parents Club to waive all fees associated with having a Berlin Police Officer at Griswold School on Wednesday, March 1, 2023 during their Bingo event.  The total amount of the fee to be waived is approximately $291. – Town Manager
H. NEW BUSINESS:
1. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to execute documents to facilitate transfer of title and ground lease execution for parcels of land at 143 Percival Avenue and 0 Carbo Lane,  currently known as the Knights of Columbus property, contemporaneous with the closing of the financing. 

Authorize the transfer of title and Ground Lease execution for both parcels of land from the Town of Berlin to the Berlin Housing Authority for the purpose of constructing up to 52 units of age restricted affordable housing to provide affordable housing options for seniors, contemporaneous with the closing of financing.

Authorize the Berlin Housing Authority to sublease both parcels of land to Berlin Affordable Housing, Inc., subject to the restrictions in the Lease between the Town and the Authority.

Paragraph 8, sub paragraph d, of the Modified and Restated  Option Agreement be modified to change “not more than 50 units” to  “not more than 52 units” and “incomes less than 50%” to  “incomes less than 60%.”   The purpose of the change is to reflect the increase in units and to bring the affordability formula in line with section 8-30g of the Connecticut General Statutes.   

Authorize the Town Manager to extend the Modified and Restated Option Agreement between the Town of Berlin and the Berlin Housing Authority to the date of closing of financing and transfer of title/ground lease execution,  no later than August  16, 2023. – Housing Authority
2. Topic re: Chairman of the Berlin Police Commission has requested to speak to the Town Council about quality of life, safety, and vandalism issues on Brandegee Lane. – Police Commission 
3. Topic re: Approve the request of the Berlin Lions Club to waive the permit fee to Demolish the Pole Barn at 410 Beckley Rd.  The total amount of the fee to be waived for this item is $200.00. Also approve the request of the Berlin Lions Club to waive the permit fees to construct a new Cattle Barn at 410 Beckley Road.  The total amount of the fee to be waived is approximately $6,495.00. Total of fee waiver request $6,695.00. - Building
4. Topic re: Approve and authorize the Town Manager to enter into a revised VantageCare Retirement Health Savings (RHS) Program Adoption Agreement. – Human Resources
5. Topic re: Approve a waiver of the purchasing policies to allow for the purchase of a prefabricated 24’x 30’All Steel Gable Rectangular Savannah Pavilion from Fifthroom.com. for the amount of $52,372.05 without competitive bidding due to the size and custom prefabrication of the product, and the limited availability of comparable vendors. - Board of Education

6. Topic re: Approve a modification to the tax abatement agreement for Newport Realty Group LLC related entities Newport 903-913 Farmington Ave, LLC, Newport 55 Steele Blvd LLC and 861 Farmington Avenue LLC for the Steele Center mixed-use development project based on the revised development plan The abatement schedule for the project will remain the same. The residential portion will be for 5 years of 80% in year 1, 70% in year 2, 60% in year 3, 50% in year 4, and 40% in year 5.  The commercial portion will be for 10 years on the commercial of 70% for years 1 through 3, 60% for years 4 through 8, and 50% for years 9 and 10 per the town’s tax abatement policy subject to review and approval by Corporation Counsel. – Economic Development
7. Topic re: Approve the transfers of $10,000 from “Storm Related Overtime” to Auto Parts to cover further expenditures within the Auto Parts account for the remainder of FY2023. - Municipal Garage 
8. Topic re: Utilize State of Connecticut DAS contract no. 20PSX0154 and approve the estimate from HazPros, Inc. of West Hartford, CT. in the amount of $161,062 which includes a 10 percent project contingency and prevailing wage for the abatement of asbestos containing floor tile and mastic along with air clearance monitoring associated with the classroom ventilator replacements at Willard School in conjunction with the HVAC project. - Facilities
9. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to enter into a unit price contract to purchase street line painting services (utilizing CRCOG Contract #743) with the most cost- effective and qualified Contractor. – Public Works
10. Topic re: Utilize the State of Connecticut Department of Administrative Services Contract #20PSX0137 to purchase concrete catch basin materials and related items using uncommitted funds either in the Bonded Road Improvement Account, Grant Road Improvement Account or the Road and Bridge Improvement Account, as determined by Public Works and Finance, over the life of this contract. – Public Works
11. Topic re: Extend Contract #2021-17 for tree removal services with Distinctive Gardens & Tree Care of South Windsor CT for two additional years with a three percent increase per year beginning on May 1, 2023 and ending on April 30, 2025.  Funding will come from established line-item accounts within the relevant fiscal year departmental budgets. – Public Works
12. Topic re: Refer to the Planning and Zoning Commission for a Section 8-24 review an easement from the Town for three drainage pipes coming out from 522 and 554 Berlin Turnpike on to the Town of Berlin Water Control property, MBL 10-1-83-16, 604 Berlin Turnpike. – Town Manager
13. Topic re: Support proposals from the Prudence Crandall Center, the Kensington Congregational Church, and The Friends of the Worthington Meeting House, Inc for the 2023 Connecticut Neighborhood Assistance Act (NAA) Tax Credit Program and approve the setting of a Public Hearing for Tuesday, June 6, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. to discuss the proposals from the Prudence Crandall Center and the Kensington Congregational Church for the 2023 CT NAA Tax Credit Program and to solicit citizen input.

Designate Arosha Jayawickrema, Town Manager, the liaison for the Town of Berlin to handle all Neighborhood Assistance matters.  – Town Manager
I. APPOINTMENTS:
1. Berlin-Peck Memorial Library Board – Sharon Powell (U) (does not want to be reappointed) term expires on January 31, 2023. Reappointment term would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
2. Commission for the Aging – Lois Ustanowski has resigned – Term would be until January 31, 2024. Can only be filled with a D or U.
3. Commission for Persons with Disabilities – Vacancy- Term expires on January 31, 2023. Replacement term would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a R or U. 
4. Conservation Commission – Vacancy – Alternate – Term would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
5. Constables – 3 Vacancies -Terms would be until December 2023. Can be filled with D, R, or U with no more than a bare majority to be from one political party (Section 8-6).
6. Inland Wetlands & Water Courses Commission – Alternate –Replacement would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

7. Inland Wetlands & Water Courses Commission – Alternate - Replacement would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U. (Depend on the above appointment).
8. Parks and Recreation Commission –Term expires on January 31, 2023 replacement would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
9. Plainville Area Cable Television Advisory Council (PACTAC) – 2 Vacancies – New terms would expire on June 30, 2023. Can be filled with a D, R or U. There are only two members from Berlin for this board.
10. Planning and Zoning Commission – Alternate - Nikki Sambitsky has resigned. Replacement would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U. 
11. Public Building Commission –Replacement would be until January 31, 2028. Can be filled with a R, D or U.
12. Veterans’ Commission – Robert Smith (R) passed away on April 20, 2023. Replacement would be until January 31, 2024. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
13. VNA –Replacement would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

14. VNA –Replacement would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

15. VNA –Replacement would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

16. VNA –Replacement would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U.
17. Water Control Commission – Alternate – Vacancy – Term would be until January 31, 2024. Can be filled with a D, R or U. 

18. Water Control Commission –Alternate - Vacancy -Term would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

19. Water Control Commission – Alternate – Vacancy – Term would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filled with a D, R or U. (Depending on the above two appointments).

20. Youth Services Advisory Board – Youth - Vacancy – Term would be until January 31, 2026.
21. Youth Services Advisory Board – Service Consumer –Replacement would be until January 31, 2026. Can be filed with a D, R or U.
22. Zoning Board of Appeals – Alternate – Vacancy – Term would be until January 31, 2024. Can be filled with a D, R or U.

J. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:
K. SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS:
L. COUNCILORS’ COMMUNICATION:
M. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:


April 18, 2023

April 12, 2023 - Special Joint Meeting

May 2, 2023 – Special Meeting
N. ADJOURNMENT
2
1

